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ARCHITECTURAL STYLES IN GRINNELL FROM 18354 T0O WORLD WAR CNE

In the courge of American history, many architectural styvles

have evolved, have been transfurmed and have decayed. Whereas in many

New England and Burupean towns one architectural styvie relens
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in Grinneill a plethorz of srchitecturai styles can be whserved, if often

dressed in white clapboard. Civen the variety of styles which were being

constructed in Grinnell at any particular time periaed, it is beitter to

speak of how particular Grinneil homes represent general trends in Amer-

° “

ican architeeture, rather than ecuating trends in Grinnell at certain
a

timeewith nationwide trends,

In examining Grinneil homes as part of the history of American

g ghould be consideed, Firerst
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domestic Duilding several fac s Gne mugt
Q!é:‘ cp S - “n = o Py
remeber the renerally acknowledged cultural lag between the east coast

< .,

and the midwest when refering to architectural styles which were brousht
to Iowa via the east coast, particularly in the nineteenith centurv.
Styles whose popularity in New Englsnd was declining in the 1860%s might

3

be at the peak of thelr popularity in the midwest. esondly, in the ear

[

y
period of Crimmeil®s history most homes were bullt without the advice of

archnitects and without mueh sonsciocus effort to create a particular w

o

listic effect, but rather in followirrwith traditions to which one was
aceustomed, As Alan Gowans notes:

The folk artisan works not so much fungtionally as adaptablys

that is, not so much consclicugly thinkine out solutions to par-
ticutar problems of 1irht or siructure or use {like modern de-
sirners) as ﬁMbudJ?ﬂP in his house and furnilture 1§he?§ted gen -
erations of §Xperzeﬁ¢e wfth and zdjugtment to loesl climate, mater-
isls and social gustons,

For example, the Sumneyr Bixby house {1025 Fivst Ave, bullt in 1856} was
net built by somecne who, like Thumas Jefferson, believed thet what the

n

form of the buildine symbolized was more important than the
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{at 904 East Street, built in 1854) was most likely a simple frame house
with little ornamentation when it was built yet it has been given a go-
thie flalr with the additions of a front porech with ecothiec lattice work.
likewise, Joslah B. Grinnell's home (now at 720~722 Broad, built from
1855.0n) was baill in several sections, each with a distinetive character.
The rirst section (now the north side) was comparatively simple with gab-
Ted dormer windows and gothic style vergers while later additions were
more elaborate and Georgian in character with eclectic touches such as a
cupolo with a widow’s walk and a mansardesque roof, pérticos and a double
chimney, all of which have since been removedq.3 In examining Grinnell
architecture one must not generalize about the architecture of a partic-
whr decade or era as the architecture of Grinnell does not fi® neatly in
a chronolopical scheme of evolwving styles which can be useful in studying
older non-frontier townsﬁu

"he first shelter to be built in what would become the town of
Crinnell other than the squatter structures was the °Long Homw,.® Lrected

in the sprines of 1854 the Lone Home was coriginally about sixteen feetti)

o)

5 . . . . ‘
teen feet  and was bullt “in the uvsual frontier way”  with logs

o

by siz
notched in the corners. The rouf was made by bendine sixteen foot boards
gver a ten foot ridee pole which was nailed to the rough wood floor and

then nailing the boards t¢ the top of the side wa'le, forming a turtle

back effect, The interior was divided into three rooms; assembly hall,
dining room and sleeping room with twy story double beds nailed to the
wslls, Serving as everything from church to store to 2 shelter for new

arrivals and travellers, “it had semethins the appearance of a sorncrib

, , . e & & R w'?
and protected its inmates from rain and snow in abou Tthe same way.

- ® 2 " Y i ' X o > T ey K =
Althoush aiways about Fourteen to siziteen feet wide, the Lony Home was
]

)

e s e €
added on to until 1t reached one hundred feet In length,
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that of identifylng the oldest house in town. Charies Payne, the biog-

rapher of J.B. Grimnell, identified the first home as <that of Homer Ham-

1in? yet one can assume thal this home was destmyed at some point prior

to 1929 as it is not Listed inm a "Roll Call of old Houses in Grinneil“lo
nor is its location indicated on a map published in 1914 which included

many of the homes built from 1854 to 1856011 In 1880, ¢he Thomas Helyoke
heouse at 904 East Stireet vas described as having been the first frame

2
»

house in Grinnelifi" The problem of ldentifying the oldest or first built
home in Grirnell is, 1like that of dating later homes, compounded by the
amazing frequency at which (rinnell homes have been relocated, and by an
abundanece of onflicting ard inaccurate information., It would seem that
certain quertions such as identifyinz the oldest home are unapt to be
resolved.

Scne of the first homes were temporary structures in which often
several ferilies lived while awaiting new arrivals of bulldine materials.
Until the arrival of the railroad in July, 1863 all building materials
were brought in by horses and carts. Shingle roofing, pine siding and
flooring came from Muscatine and other lumber was hauled by settlers who
went east to meet the Rock Island vailroad as it was belng extended toward

Grirnell. J,B, Grinnell comments in his Men snd Events of Forty Years

that he gencrously allowed cther setllers to use the buillding materials

in 854, waiting antil 1855 to begin his own hﬁmél%n@w at 720-722 Broad).
J., Grinnell had stipulated that when somone built a frame house

e~ a purchased let he would be given the adjacent lot freeolh Accordingly,

few log cabing or sud huts were bullt in Grinnell. unliike many Iowa ﬁGWnSOlS

VMost of the early homes were simple in Interior and exterior design and

srnanmentation, and small. if often later added on to in the New England

marney So that homes gqametimes grew into the harns on the backs of the



lots. Most of the early homes had black walnut or ocak frames with

rock foundations. It was sald that Dr. Thomas Holyoke bullt somewhat
extravagan*iv as he umed white walnut for his finighing lumber 516 (his=
house 18 still standing 2t 904 Fast Street). A4t first the homes were
mest often sparsely furnished with makeshift dry: guods boges as furni.

ture and quilts or earpets hung from the ceilings to partition rooms.

It can be assumed that in the early years the settlers Jr w ingpirations

for the plans ef their homes from the homes of the communities which zhey

had come from. Grinnell was initlally settied by New Englander 517 with

) i8 .. e .
a large number from Searsport, Maline yet a group of twenty-three arrived

from Maryland soon thereafterelg

Of the few homez built in 1854-1836 which still remain, most
have been extensively remecdeled, yet not so much that they can not be
gpotted. The Sumner Bixby house at 1025 First Ave, built in 1856, and
the °Lawrence House,' built by Levi P. CGrinnell at 1002 Park in 1856,
iliustrate borrowings from New England traditions. The Bisby house
is severe and simpile in its exterlior aspect, with the exception of the
entrance with dorie columng fiﬁ%img the door, and thin strips of woed
set vertically on the corners 4o look like square columns in congrast
to the horizontal siding beards. The lawrence house is a smaller. simple
counterpart t¢ the Bixby heuse. Architecturally it is pure, with none
of the eclectic berrowings found in later homes.

Curious borrewings from various reglonal traditions appesred

in Grinnell and confusion of variocus stvles such as Gevrglan and neo-

*-.-.L
o d

gothiv became commeon as did using available building materials 1o pro-

duce leocal variantg of commen national styles. For example, Grinnell

has its own widows® watches and cupoles, such as the one of the ‘Crane

oy

Jamieson® house at 920 East Street {(built in 1855 and one a% 1126

gad sl thoush
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traditiorg s Tound in what is now Nollen House. on Park Street. a
Greek revival type home with classic Ienilc columns, I%s second Tloor
baleony is a characteristic of Southern plantaticn bulldings., Indeed,

the house seemg $0 be a leus glorvifled version of Andrew Jackson's souti-

. . ) . . . o e AU
ern plantation heme, “The Hermitage,” in Nashwille, which dztes from 1819,

\\‘) I‘
b, . . P
LU uAn amusing example of what Gowan would describe ag "folk architecture’ L

'lﬁ(‘: 0 & 3
and which represents z stranre mixture of styles is the house at 814

) Summer Street. Thig ecctagonil one story brick house has a2 mansard rocf

%gsv
.%,‘wg*and classical columns flanking the door. It locks as if if should hava
e/ .
el

2370 been built on a corner as the front deer is at a strange angle. Over the

i 3 3
18 front deoor is a crudely carved head of a woman,
LY S
e .
s T, L g ; et
W In early nlne%ebﬁth century Pnglandh what haﬂ be@n @aJLeQ ihe

Georgian Classiezl Reviwval was taking place. Various English books of
plans were imported and Britlsh homes were imitated by American designars,

announcing the ‘imerican Classic Revival“zz

in New England, Gradually
builders began te rely on thelyr own memories or on local bulldings ratey
than on the British peototypes in designing homes such as the Sumner Bixby
or Lawrence houses. During the second half of the nineteenth century,
many architectural style books were published in America, Iineorporatin:
British and other Furopean traditions in building plans for everything
from barns to cottages and ITuxurious wvillas, It became less and less
elear which himteric styles were being imitated as bullders gave relfny

to their whims., In Grinnell as in the rest of the country in the ninelsenth
century, “the designers tosk the low rectansular houses and made them
square and high, attached elassical pliasters and cﬁﬁﬁ‘@g and captains’

e . e
walks, made out of wood to leook 1like stonae, 3

An influential writer of style botks wa
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the end ©f the Civil War. Whebther Downirg's bhookes were ever available

in Grinmell is uneceriain but his ldeas were certainly of influence here
and throughout the country. Deowning breught ildeas of English gardening

te America, insisting that heuges should it inte thelir envirvenment. He
emphasized that the uge of classic revival forwms was appropriate only for
public and monumental buildinegs, such as ecourt houses or banks, but that
the home should be rustic and pleturesque. Like earlier nineteenth cen-
tury architects,; Downing sees architecture as being imbued with moral
qualities, stressing the “..need for humenity and republicanism t¢ be
stronger in the homes than family pride and aristocratic feelingo”zg

This was to be accomplished by cltizens having 7. .the besutiful, rural,

S‘.:

nostentatious, mederate home of a country gentleman, large enough to

minister to all the wants..of a republican, and net too large or teo

”» 3 < k3 2 :’
luxurious to warp the 1ife or manners of the children.”® 7

o . x : . 26
Closely resembling several of Downing's sketches of small cottages™

1]

is the neome bullt by Raymoend M. Kellog, a Grinnell architect, at 1125
Fourth Avenue in 1859, 7This i« shaped modest frame house has a hizgh
pitched roof and ornstely carved verge busrds, creating a nes-gothic air
Also comparable to several of Downingd cottages is a home built by Charies
¥, Spencer; a cashier at the Flrst Natienal Bank of CGrinnell, This home

was built in the late 1830's oy sarly 1860°%s snd has been moved several

¥

times before it was bought by the Christian Selentist Chureh and neved

ot

o i

I8

s present location at 611 Sixth Avenve in Juns, 1932, This ene and
a half story white fiapb&arﬁ home with a intricate verge board be

painted in the backeground of Grant Wood's

compared toe the
"american Gothic®af 19730, If the two sides of the house arve compared 1t
will be roticed that it iz assymmetrical, which te Downing indigated

pation, while & nman of common

that it had Geen bulilt by o man oy

Fidridi v wgn 2% delprieed il B
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af the dispadrity between ite hunbile exterieor and mere costly interior
where one finds a huge, handearved solid walnut banister leading up a
navrow £lizght of stairs to the nene tos impressive top half story of
the house, The hanister in this house if very similar 4o one in a much
larger white frame house with a eupels at 1126 Broad Street.
As architestural é%le books such ags Downlings bscame sutdsted
with new developments in building technigues, and as the process of
planning a house became more complicated, many pe@pi@ would leaf through
* eatalog of house patteras; select one, and send in five dollars fer i¢.
Houses bullt aceerding to such patterns were often as eclectic in their
initating logsely a whde variety of historical styles as were houses
bullt according %o plang designed by 1maplmat1ve architects hired by
individuals., An oxample of eclectic borrowing 1s the Samuel P, Cooper
house, known locally as the Almy house, at 436 East Street. Although
very elegant when bullt in the early 1860%s, the Cooper house, like
J.B.Crinnell’s house has now been chopped up into apariments and mech
of its original cornamentation and portices lpeve been removed. Tre cen-
tral tower of the Cocper house with its mansard roof and capis.n’s walk,
and the side wings of the house resemble a French Renainiance style
mansion built by Richard Morris Hunt for Ceorge Washington Vanderbilt
near Ashevilie, North Carolina in the esrly 1890%s galled ?Bilﬁm@refzg
The high pitehed gable, verge boards and bay windew of the Cooper House
resemble those of some of the gothic, picturesque vountry v llas designed
by Andrew Jackson Downing and Calvert Vaux3§n the 1850°s.
In the late nineteenth century in Grinnell, nep-Gelhin style
homes 3 la Downine were still being constructed, an example of whiech
is what is now the Gyinnell Histerieal Mugewm on Proad Street which was
bailt for the MeMurray famlily in 1864 at & cost of 5000 dollars Hewe

i Lthe date L0708 o was The Queen




consistediis indeed difficult as architectural historians dlsasree botn
about Lts scurces and 1ts characterizstics. Dow speaks of Queen Anne'sg

_g..

s

Jacobin and Romanesgue detalls” While Price refers to its origing durins
et

oy =
-

the reisn of Queen Anne ag an attempt to be pleasing and picturesgue,

Gowan refers tu this style as a "late Viectorian variant of Colonial Re.
oy )

ﬁ'g“jj Vineent M;uilyAQJGWQ the term *Queen Anne® as 2 misnomsr as
the styie draws ite inspirations from the perded in English comestic ar.
chitecture from the sizteenth %o the eighteenth century--a period of
transition in which many heomes included both medieval and renalissance
features, ag I8 exemplifisd by a nineteenth ecentury British propsnent
of the "Queen Anne Style! Norman Shaw, Shaw'’s semi-~-Tudor, tiled and
half-timbered houses appeared in the United States in a well-known ar-
chitectural journal in the 1870°s, "Bullding Newy” and in Shaw’s Zprchi-

twectural Sketehes For The Continent. published in London in 1858, The

Queen Anne Style was brought into the limelight in this country by the

x

Philadelphia Exposition of 1876

. which also spurved renewed interest

(:\

in Celonial Revival styles, T% ig worth noting Scully’s cemment that

" .. from 1876 on the word {"Colonial®; generally came to mean "Ceocrgisn

a 3

oy “Palladian,” and the phrase "colonial detall” meant more or less 18%

1tk

century Palladian detalls, These became the “classic details” of some
the American Gueen Anne hwusesckﬁ”:5 n America the Queen Anne Style
was often created in clapboard and shingles, rather than in fre

T Crinnell characteristic features of the Queen Anne style

&
which are easily sigbted are meleval turrets, sunburgt and other sgra
fitvte ornamentation, and imltation nalf timbering, all s5f which can
Be found on houses

dews snd oarbred

Ay
(S
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style are the Morris Parslew house at 1222 Broad (built by Mrs, Schi

]

oY

fled
in 1902} with its elegant three story turret, the college-ewned house
at 1227 Park Street with itz sunburst ornamentation and turrvet, and a
nouse at 1135 Broad Sitreet whose features suggest both Queen Anne and Co-
lonial Revival styles, A blt more eclectic and yc? suggerting English

tudor 3nf1uem@wa with it imitation half-timbering is a stone, gticco,

Alse &ﬁl&g%iﬁ with many Queen Anne Fe=n
and wood house at 817 Seventh Avenue, *tures is-Mears Hall, built in 188 for
5000 dellars,
48 the Queen Amne style was becoming Zmericanmized with the use
of shingles, Henry Hﬁb&@m Richardson was develuping new innovations for
American architecture. Richardson adapted Nerman Shaw®s idea of an ospen
1iving hall inte an opening of interior space. Richardson's architecture
wag not morally symbels and not mere imitation of European sketchbooks.
He stressed that a bullding's structural elements sheuld be revealed,
should inelude modern tecshnological advancements, and yet be asgthetice-
ally pleasing, being cunsitructed as a whole, rather than ags an assemblags
of various styles and partsaﬁé Prom the 1870°s on Richardson's influenge
extended fay beyond the loeales in which he bullt, to the extent that =z
styie labeled “"Rlechardsanian Romane %q ae” evolved. 57 grinnell varieties
of the Richazdrenian Romanesgue styl@ are Goodnow Hall {bullt in 1886

for 10,000 deliays) and {the Wayne Callison residearve a2t illd Broad which

(4]

alsy ineludes feaiures. ¢f the Queen dnne 8tyle with its three stery semi-
turret and coleonial revival red stone doric eslumns,

In addition to hiz more imposing stone bulldings, Richardson
bullt many “shingie style® homes, in which he incorporated his earlier
adopted ideas of ovpening up the interior spaces. Vinceni Seully notes

=0
hew the Queen Arme stylie evalved into the simpler ghingle s%ylevju as
shingles replasced Fnglish tiles or English-style tiles which were diffl.

the deved
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Prank Lloyd Wright, MeKim, Mead and White, and others in the last quarter
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entury, can be seen as a part of the Amerisan branch

of the British Arts and Crafts movement which was fathered by William

Morris. and other °gothic revivalists® who saw 5 need for the develup-

]

ment of a truly national architecture. Where in England members of the
Arts and Crafts movement looked to the middle ages for idessg concerning

V) b

architecture, in the United States Richardson had made his mark--the Abe

o

erican arits and crafts meovement had a more positive atlituve Toward thoe
machine and expressed more of 2 desirve for simplieity in an architecturs
1ittle concerned with historic styles. In 1891, Muntgowery Schuyler, &

well known ecritic of American architecture, commented in an article pube

[

lished in Harper's about western architecture as exemplified by that o
Minneapolis and Saint Paul that:

cosThe history of modern architecture indlcates that it is a
fault, to supply ths place of the artificial cheek of an his.
torical style., It is more feazibie to tame exuberances than
to create & soul under vibs of death., The emancipation of
American architecture is thus ultimately more hopeful than if
it were put under academi¢ bonde o keep the pease. It may be
freely admitted that many of lts manifestation are not for the
present Joveus, but grievous ..Bul..there are among the enan
gipated practitioners of architecture in the West men whoe have
shownn that they can use thelyr liberty wisely, and whoege work
can be h&iied.gg among the heveful beginnings of 8 national
archi%eaﬁu?awj

5

. ¥ho . e _ .
An &merlﬁangadvaneed the idea of simplicity as a viriue Iin

-

the design ef houses was Gustav Stickley (1858-1942) who, accerding

il

to Alsn Brooks, "did more than any American to popularize the Arits and
_ Y X DR . . o . A .

Crafis mavemenﬁrhégtlekiey@ a Wiseonsin manufacturer of hand-mgde fur-

niture, published a magazine, "The Craftsman,” from 190i~on which in-

n 1616, €. Matlask Price vharacteriszed

1o

cluded many house design

i

) v

the Grafisman ides as one in which arehitecture 13 freed Trom congtreine-
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ing historic precedent, ig brought in contact with nabure, and includes
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b1 Like William Morris and like Richardson,

scheme, and the landsgape,
Stickley alsc hoped that the strueture of a buillding would be hamestly
vevealed and ixpressed,

Mrs. Lvura fatlack Wieman who lives in a Crinnell shingle style
house at 1510 Fust Street which was bullt in 1910 from plans designed
by her father recalls that as she was growing up‘a book of Stickley®s
house plans was always around the house and suggests that Lbhisrboehk wey
have provided Luspiration for their home., Indeed, this home fits the
above mentioned characteristics of the crafstman type home of Stickley.
Ratheyr than the more common waillpapered interior with heavily wvarnished
goid oak trim, in the Matlack house materials wuch as waxed oak and
rough bricks have leen used in a stralghtforward way, in the manner of
the arts and crafts movement. The bronzge light fixtures of gevmetric
design are comparable to a few which remain in Steiner Hall at the col-
Lere and the fine guality woeds--yellow pine, red osk, nypress, and
birch--are not elabrrately carved, Like many other homes built in the
same era,{for example, the B.J. Ricker and Jess Felliows homes in Grinnell)
the Matlack house has two sleeping porches. In this era slieeping with
abundant fresh air In the room was coansidered 0 be beneficial to one’s
health, 2

Other Grinnell homes with shingle siding can be compared to the
Matlack home. Some of these homes such as the half shingle, half white
clapbhoard house at 1326 Broad are more clearly modified Queen Anne ver-
sions of the shingle styvie. 'The vne and a half story shinglie house at
1415 Park Street iz a bungalow, the likes of which can also be found in
stucces, and in white Qlﬁpb@afd (1507 West Street), and even with a stonse
facade (6073 West Street). Lareger renditions of the shingle style are

at 1419 Broad Street and at 1333 Park Street.



Seully comments 4that the Queen Anne and colonial revival and
the shingle style emerged “in reaction against the indusirialized
world, and ite architects sttempied %o creats a new cottage and goub-
urban refugeowgﬁ Frank Lloyd Wrizght, who was exposed to domestic are
chitecture by werking in the office of Joseph Silsbee{#ho is known for
having brought the shingle style to Chicage)} in 1887 became the ringleader
of what became known as the Prairie Sﬁh@ﬂlﬁﬁﬁ? Lived from 1900 %o 1917
in the midwest, Prairie style architects aiso created homes as refuges
from the industrial world and, like Gustav Stickiey they ilked to add hand-
crafted touches %o thelr houses, such as leaded glass, inlald tile work,
and custom desisned furniture, all simple and not divectly imitative cof

previous historidal styles.

ity

[

Many Crinnell homes of the eariy 1900°s illustrate influences
the Prairie School., In homes such as the stucee and wood one at 1327
Park Streédh one finds overhanging rocfs and emphasis of the horizsntal
lines with breaks in the horizontal provided by mullions, plers and
blocks of windows, Pregise angular lines on the exterior correspond
to those of the interior woodwork, Richardson®s ideas of manipulating
gspatial relationships in domestic desipn s as to create atmospheres of
gpenness was carried over inte Prairie style homes, although, uniike
some of Richardson®s bullidings, Prairie style homes rarely inchal. any
advances in building technology.

Walter Burley Griffin, who bulit the B.J. Ricker house at 1510
Bread, was an important member of the Prairie Scheol in America before
he won an internatisnal competition te deslzn the capital of Austrails
and left the United States in 1912 with his wifa Marisn Mahoney Griffen,

g talented Aesipgner in her own right whose role In the plarning of her

bogoes g Yoeanr borom ofttea Soagrad. Wepd gy Baylev Urifiden 1 R7H D47
v ERY s s g r g I S S
LOURETed BT the o TAlingis and vworked in
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Wright’s Oak Park Studio from 1902 to 1906, In CGrinnell he desigmed

the Ricker house in 1911, +the ClarkeFountain in 19212 (which was at the

o

site of the present Veterans' Memorial Building in Central Park) and
a projected scheme for the re-subdivigion of what is known as Janey‘s
addition to Grinnell which is the ares around and north of Merpiil Park.

Griifin’s scheme for the resubdivisicon of this ares was refered

ef 1912
to as the Clarkesubdivision. According to his planyd the lots were not
to be recrangular or gguare but determined by the nature of the tervain.
This plan would have increased the number of lots in the subdivision fran
fifty~seven to =ixty-six and would have made the property more interesting
to a real estate man 88 well as adding to the aesthetic attractions of
the area by zaving the r@iling disposition of the ierraxﬂcgaThe Ricker
house, bordering the subdivision was te be joined by other housea dmsignad
to fit into the landscape--~the plat which Griffin drew to illustrate
the proposed subdivigions of lots included houses which were plaas ¢f
*n@ﬁe which he had agtually erected elsewhere znd were intendsd to fus.
Lra%e the secale of the plat. 45 The proposed scheme was unacceptabls to
the town governing officials who were accustomed o GrinnalﬁSQQﬁaremimt
iayout,

In 1912, Griffin designed the Dr. E. W. Clarke Memorial Founitain
which was built ef the northwest corner of fentral Park. This fountain
was most unusual in mid-dmerica of 1912--geometric, almost cublstic in
form, it was illuminated at night and surrounded by an informal garden
of exotic and common piants, +the planting of which was specified in the
plans Ter the f@unﬁainﬁas

The Benjamin J. Ricker House was one of the last houses in Amer-
fea which Griffin designed . with the sssistance of his wife, Marion Ma-

o

honey Griffen who most likely created the exterior panels of
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and plaster of abstract desisgn, Griffin plamied thig dary

part
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house with overharging eaves and 2 very luw sloping roof like that of meny
a Prairie style hume., Alan Broocks notes that in this home one sees Grin.
fin's strongest attempt to break with his tvaining under Frank Lleoyd Wright.
as evinced by his use of heavy compact forms and the gable r@@f%? Conversgely,
James Birreiig an Australian blographer of Griffin, comments that with this
house, Griffin is "perhaps the slosest he ewver came to Wright., Although
the main bloek is nearly symmetrical, the pavilliion wings spresd more freely

¢
and more romanticslly than usual...” Spaciousness typifies the interi@r
of the house, A sense of openness is found with the windows grouped to-
gether and with cove lighting concealed in square tyoughs where the wall
and the celling meet. Built in cabinets and bockshelves with grnamental
leaded glass recall aspects of Stickleyy the craftsman ideal and the ards
and crafts movement.
Most elients of Prairie Sschool archltects such as Frank Lioyd

Wright and Walter Burley Griffin were average. not egtremely wealthy row

highly educated midwee%ernerséy

Griffin®s eclient in CGrinnell,B.J., Ricker,
was a partner in the lpecal glove factory. then known as Morrison-Ricker
Manufacturers. As Alan Brovks notes,

o o bhe average ¢lient of a Prairie style architect was largely

c g y galy

unaware of what he was getting in terms of architecture. He

sccepted the design at face value because it exprzssed valuse

which were reasonable and practical and because 1t related to

certain qualities which society than held dear, even though the

design wgg differant from prevailing standards of architecgtural

tagtecce

A Grinnell home of the same era which would have been more in

accordance with those prevalling sdandards of architectural ftagte is
further up elegant north Broad at number 1527, This home was bulilt by
the Temples and Burvews architectural firm of Davenport, Ilowa for N,
Jess Fellows of ths CGrinnell Washing Machine Company znd was completed

in 191% . Desnits the

rad Yile roef and stuees sxtericr whizh

=
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resembles adobe and suggests a Spanish influence, this luxuripus man-~

sion is more similar to an English manor house with Tudor aspects es-
precially in the interior decoration., The house is huge and planned
accordingly--exuding & sense of spacicusness and openness suggestive
of Norman Shaw’s Queen Anne living halis and Richardson’s opening up
of 1iving spa@aso51 In the billiard room on the second floer, an imi-
tation half-timbered effect is ireated with Scettish plaid cloth used
a3 wallpaper between imitation timbers, of the same exotic wood as the
custom designed pool table, cue closets and fireplace mantel. Other
agpects of the house, such as the simple leaded glass doors aznd the
emphagis on horizontal 1iﬁesg suggest the Prairie style. The exterior
of the house is harmoniously related to its levelsite by the horizental
line of the garden wall which extends from the douse %o the socuth edge
of the yard, is decurated with a2 once operable fountain on a patio ex-
tending cut from the sun perch., Until the cellege purchased the house
in the 1930°%s, the southwest part of the house was the garage in which
originally Mrs., Fellows would store her electric car which twok her
around town at about 15 miles per hour.

O0f the same wvintage, yet more traditional than either the
Jess Pellows house or the B»J@ Rigker house ig Grinnell House, at 1011

Johrne WM.

Tark Street, built in 1917 for President resrge #. Main and his family,
Grinnell House was desiemned by W.H. Brainerd and Leeds of Massachusetts
and financed by centributions from friends of the college=-costing
56,000 dollars to build. The house is of formal colonial Georglan
style; buth inside and out, from the deric columns and fan window
=iy of the front (east) entrance to its hip roof and the arch with the
keystone over the palladiasn windew on the second floor on the west ele-
vation., Very Jexwrious for the town of Grinnell when it was built, and

now, the house was buillt with eighteen vrooms, five and a hall baths
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Main who was six feet five inches in height), five fireplaces, and the
rounded congervatory, which Mrs, Main used as a greenh@nseu52 If elegant,
the house hardly represents any new trend in modern architecture.

Thus, from the crude Long Heme of 1854, which resembled & corn
erib, to an elegant Georgian mansien of 1917, a plethora of styles have
been toyed with by home builders in Grinneli. In wandering through newer

neighborhoods of Grinnell in 1996 it is c¢lear that a great diversity of
‘gtyles are still being experimented with, many of which are based on
histerical antecedents. Where in the second half of the nineteenth cen-
tury a prospective home builder in Grinnell might design house plans
based on inspirations drawn from style bocoks or might send in for a

house plan from a pattern bosk, the homebullder of today is mest apt te
phone a local building company, arrangs teo visit a few model homes, select
one, and pay te have its pre-fabricated identical twin censtructed in

no time at all, Indeed, if it szeems ludierous that hemes bulilt in central
Iowa in the nineteenth century were attired with Greek, medieval and
renaissance dressings with imaginative local touches, 1t is regrettable
that American heme builders of 1976 construct standardized, prefabricated
homes so that new neighborhoeodsof Grinnell doubtlessly resemble these of

Gainesville as mugh as these of Gilnman.,
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FOOTNOTES

Alan Gowans, Images of Ameriean Living, {(Philadeiphia: ILippincott)
1964, p, 16,

Mys. William Laymiller, "Early Grinnell Buildings,” Grinneil Herald-
Rerister, 26 Aug.. 1954,

Compare the J.B, Grinnell house with that iilustrated in plate LVI,

p. 109 of American Renaissance by J.W. Dow (New York: Comstock), 1904,
Algo, one may compare what now remains of the J.B.Grinnell house

with a picture of 1t in its glory in A.T. Andrew's Illustrated His-
torical Atlas of the State of Iowa, (Chicago: Lakeside Press), 1875,

For example, Gowan'’s sheme of three phases of Vietorian architeeure

has Little meaning if applied tv the architecture of Grinnell without
discarding his association of particular styles with fixed time periods,
See Goawans, Images of American Liviang, p. 287339,

Henry Hamilton believed that the Long House was originally eighteen
feet square, See Hamiiton®s A Historical Sketchs a chapter in the
garly histow of Grinnell, (Grinneli Hemrald), 1892, p. 5. Charias

F, Payne describes the LongHouse as having been 16° by 14’ See Payne's
Josiah Bushnell Grinnell, (Iowe Gity: State Historical Sceliety of
fowa), 1938 p. 3%, J.B. Crinnell desecribes it in his Men and Events

of Forty Years, (Bostons D, Lothrop), 1891 p. 99, &8 being 16° by 80°,

H, Hamilton, A Historical Sketths a chapter in the early history of

Grinnell, (Grinnell Herald), 1892, p. 5.

History of Poweshiek County. (Des Wines: Union Historical Co.),
1880, p. 523,

H, Hamiiton, p. 7.

C.F. Payne, Jésiah Bushnelil CGrinnell, (lowa City: State Historical
society of Iowa}, 1938, p. 42,

Grinnell Herald, 15 Oect., 1229,

E.S. Bertlett, Early days in Grinnell, written for D.A.R dediecation
of site of the first house in Grﬁnnellc 28 Aug., 1914,

History of Poweshiek County, P. 526,

Payneg P ;‘!'6 ©
Ivid., p. 41,

For a deseription of log cabins and sod huts of early Iowa ploneers,
see The Palimpsest, Des, 1931, No, 12,

Fayne, po 42,
Grinnel] Herald, 10 Oct., 1922,

Grinnell Herald, 12 Sept.. 1933,
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A picture of Jackson’s home 18 on p. 278, Cowang’ Images of American
Living.

ey 2

¢k Prige uses this ferm in The Practical Book of Architecture,
231 Lippineott), 1916, p. 86,

J. Burchard and A, Dudh-Brewn, The Architecture of America {(Bostons
Little, Brown and Co.), 1961, p. 69,

A, J. Downing, The Architecture of Country Houses {N.Y.s Dover),1969,
P.270. first published in 1850 by D. Appleton and Co.

ibid., p. 267,

See figures 18, 29, 138 in Dewning®s The Architegture of Countey Houses.

Downing, p. 263,
C. Matiack Price, p. 176.

See the photograph on p. 165, plate XCII of American Rennissance, J.W,
Dow, {N,Y¥.: Comsteeck}, 1904,

Calvert Vaux, Viilas and Cottares,.{N.Y.: Dover). 1979), reprint of
second edition as published by Harper and Bres., 1864, Compare Vaux's
sketch en p. 2448 with the front elevation of the Cooper house.

Dow, American Renaissance,

Price ¢ P 196 @
Cowaesd, Do %97,

Viﬁeent J. Seully, The Shingle Style, (New Havens Yale Univ. Press),
9 'JO pr« Sa

Ibid.,p. 38,

See pages 185-190, Burchard and Bush-Brown.
See pages 350=362, Gowans.

e
Sse Vincent Scully, The Shingle Stuyle

Monteomery Schuyler in Harpers, Det. 1891--reprinted in American
Architecture and Other Writines by M. Schuyler, (Cdmbzldgea Hﬁwvsrdi
1.964“{.; \f(’}.i -l- o] pc: 3?( 328@

H, Allen Brooks, The Prairie School, (Teronto: Univ. ef Torento), 1972,
Po 20,

Pl"i@ff: 5 p © 199_206 ©



Footnetes {zontinued)
PBrovks, p. 74,
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See The WesternAiwilechs Aug, 1953, p. 7475

of

o

Ivid., . 75,

For a pleture of The Clarke fountain, see p. 66 of Walter Burisy

Griffin, by James Birreli. (Queensland: Univ. of Queensland;,
““he plans for the garden around the fountaln are in The Westerr

Y

Arehitect, Aug.,1913.
Brooks, p. 238,
Birrell P P 66 o

This ldea was presented by Wayne Andrews in a lecture on

Weleht at Crinnell College, April 1, 1U76.

Brooks, P. 25.

b

Frank Lloyd

The intericr of the Failows nouse resembles that of Richardson®s

Watts Sherman hosuse in Newport, R.I., built in 1874,

The blueprints of the house are kept at the Grinnell Coll
Plant.
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1) Location:s 904 Bast Street date of econstruetion:
original owner and builder: Dr. Thomas Holyoke summer 1834,
surrent owner: Mrs. Ellen 0ison,
information about house: Now a two story well-kept white clapbeard

frame house, one must assume that thiz house has changed markedly
since 1854, Originaliy it was a sne room house which Heolyoke built
for his wife after they had spent several moenths living in a shanty
which was at the site of the Cooper House {436 Egst S%.) and provi-
ded shelter while the Long home was being built.” In 1880; this house
is labeled the "first frame house in Grinnell.”? Like in eother plo- ”
neer homes, quilts were used as rvom dividers, hung from the ceiling.”
The front porech with 1ts gothie latticewerk is clearly a later addi-
tion, It was said that Helyoke was extravagant as he used white
walinu Qier his finishing lumber?y In 1880, Mes. Helyoke gtill lived
there ih “the digegant home planned and built by her lamented husbang.®-

information about builder and original residents: Dr. T, Holwke ib.
3/16/1818 in BreweryMe., 4, 2/10/1B77 in CGrinnell, Ia.) was educated
a% Bangor Seminary and Harvard, came to Crinnell after practiecing
5 years at Searspovi, Me. was ene of the original settlers of the
town with J.B. Grinnell, Hamlin, and Hamilton. Until his services as a
doctor were needed full-time, he served as county surveyor, laying
out the town., served as director of Iowa State Agricultural College,
as a trustee of Jowa College, as a member of the State leglsiature,
and a2 a professoy of chemistry, physiolozy, and agriculture in the
first years of the college--a man of many talents{ His wife, Nancy
Clark Helyoke married him in Ost.. 1849 and was one of the first women
to arrive in Grinnell, with Mrs. Ames Bizxby.

Foeotnotes {(whiech indicate The sources): Notes these abbrevi-
1. Grinnell Herald-Register 8/26/1954 atiims are sxplained at
2, 1880 Hist of Pow, County, p. 526, the end of %this section.

[ gr‘inn&i:g Hs“"“En [ 8,/26/5"4 H
. Payne, dJ.B, Grinnell, p. &1,

2} Loeation: W20 Fast Streset (“CranewJamisen‘ dates 1855
Original owner: unknown House® )

Owner from 1859 on--Mes, Julia Crane.
Current owners Bernard Schmitz

info, about house: This large two-gtory white frame house is toped
with a whimsical cupsia. To be noted are its two curiously diff-
erent chimneys. An early photograph of the house in the posession
of James MeNally shows that at sne time the house had shutters,
Now, the shutters remain only on one secend floor window, The
garage wing of the house was added later.

info. about early residents: Mrs Julia Crane, widow of a missionary
to India came to Grinnell and boupht this house in 185%. Her two
daushters, Miss Emily Crane and Mrs. Julia Jamison Lived there
after her death. MNrs, Julia Jamison (b, 1/18/1837)"iived the
guiet lovely 1ife of a women of high and cultured ldeals,”™ accor-
ding to her sbituary notice in the Herald ofl/23/1917. She 1lived
in this house until heyr death., never installing nodern convenlencee
until a few years before her death~ (source: Herald of 8/26/54,



3: Locations:
. ist-built at a site near the ncrtheast dates 1855 (north par
corner of Park and 5rd Ave,
Now-720=722 Byroad Street.
Original owner: J.B. Grinnell
Current owner and landlords W.G. Eyestone

information about house: The first part of the heuse t6 be bullt was

what is new the north part. It was btuilt of lumber hauled from NMusz.
catine after two previocus loads whiech Grinnell had hauled to the
town had veen used in other house building and some of It burned.

In 1855, the house was a shelter with partitions and a ladder lead-
ing to a loft, Cradually the interior was furnished and in 1857
an addition was built., A third addition was made later, the date
of which I did not find. An illustration of the house in A.T. An-
drew's Iilustrated Historical Atlas of the State of Iowa, 1875,
(Chicago: lLakeside Press), A pa.nting of the house in Stewart
Library alse portrays the house in its more glorious days, with

its cupela and porticos, With the bullding of the Monroe hotel

on the front lawn, some of the original splendor disappearsd,

Information about residentss J.B.Grinnell and his wife Julia A, Chapin
Crinnell often entertained guests in their elegan% home, including
John Brown whe supposedly stepped in Grinnell as part of an under-
rround railiread. venture, and Horace Greeley., and Henry Werd Beecher
who was saild te have planted an elm tree in the yard which survived
until a storm in about 1950, J.B. Grinnell iived here until his
death in 1891, While the Grinnells lived there, acecording te Mes.
E.H., Dunham {(Grinnell Herald-Register of AUg. 26, 1954}, “"always
there were people visiting--all welcome, black or white.® Yet, wo-
men fuests were sheltered in Reld's Hotel behind baricaded doors,
according to Mrs, WM, Laymiller (Her.-Reg., of Aug. 26, 1954},
Sources s

1) Hér.-Reg.-8/26/1954

2} Register, 3/2/191h ‘
3} g;&nnglimwa Century ef Preogress by Her.-Reg., 1954,
LY .8, Grinneli, Men and hvenis of Feorty vears, 1891

b% Locations 1025 Pirst Avenue date: 185¢

Original ewner and builder: Sumner Bixby
2nd owner-from 1882 to mid-1950's--owned by Wheeler family
3rd and current owner-James Miller

~=cInformation absut the house-«This simple house wag bHullt ascording
to Mrs, Bixby's desire that it be & dupliecate of the one they left
in Maine, Due %o the shortage of Tirewoed on the pralrie, the flrve-
piaces were °dummies® as stoves required less fuel {Her.~Reg. 8/26/1954)
In the 1950% when James Miller purchased the house it was much as
it would have been like in ite early vears, with & cistern pump in
the kitchen, a gravity fed water system with the tank in the attic and
dirt floor in the bhasement. When Miller meved in the three fireplaces
were funetional but had ne flues so¢ that heating the house was incred-
ivly difficult. Because of a fire in about 1969 which caused 7000
dellars and because of a desire Tor modernization, the house has besn
redone on the interior. In rebuilding the interior, Miller discovered
it8 black walnut frame as well as many artifacis left by the Wheelsr
family. He has replaeced all the eriginal hardware and now vegrets havin
done 8o but zaid he dildn't reslize the value of such old thliags
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1%8 shared the Amss Bilxby house until they buils

T.H. Bixby ived in Mz 1856 and planted eim
@ todt ¢ what they would provide gope shade and some flrewood.
In the sring of 1862, the Sumner and Ames Bixby families, with many
others, left by 6x team and covered wagons for Colorade. The Sumner
Bixby fanmily returned four years later. In either the winter of 1862
or 1863, feur fanilies shared the house, Sumner Bixby died 10/30/
1878 at age 73.

Varisus nembers of the Wheeler family lived in the house from

1882 %o the mid-=1950's, fhen James Miller, the current owner of the
house wasg doing some remodeling work in the 1970°s, he discevered
some books written by W.H, Wheeler. The first boek, published in 1896
by the “0ffice of the Better Way” and printed at the Herald office in

i sy <o T P LT

Grinnell is titled The Better Way -or- Lessens in Trueness, Wisdeom and
Love, A Bock of Simple Heips For lomente of Need and i8 the second,
revigsed and enlavged edition. I can net resist guoting frem a part
of the index %0 the Better Ways Folly--
{from p. 100} Well Meant Folly, 29:9,ete,
Being A Foel, or Belng Called One,
Forelgn Relation, p. B.
Foreman and Partner....10s2
Foregettingoo.....fection 38
Fornication--See Sexuval sins,
Forwardnesg---
Thrusting One’s Self Forward,.9l:l
Forwardness in Study--Dangers of,..
In the preface %o the work, W.H. Wheeler notes that people can sub-
geribe to the ' "1ittie montiy psper called The ZRetter Way” for twenty
cents a year in Neorth America znd at other rates for elsewhers in the
world, W.H.Wheeler®s father {b., Iin Maine in 1823) was =& missionary in
Harpeot, Turkey for forty years when his son wrote 2 hook in 1899 te
§ commenorate his life. This book was also published by the Better

Way Publishing Company and was titled SelfmSuggmrtigv Chuyrghes -And-
How to Plant Them, Iillustrated b§ the 1ife an Tea@giigs ef Rev, C.
eat 1

e e G

i, Wheeler, D.D. Angther his pubd {on was "A Piedge For the Friends
of Jesus,” which Christian workers around the world were t¢ sign and
convincee stherz €te do likewise, commiting themselves to "the Better
Way.® It weuld be intevesting to learn mere sbout this family., In
Self-Supporting Chuches, W.H.Wheeler speaks of the Rev. Benjanin
Tappan who Loved deveut young C.H.Wheeler in his Maine ceongregation,

I assume that this Rev. Tappan is the same Tappan who came to Grinnell
in June, 18386 on behalf of the Congrsgatienal Asscciation of Iewa, and
commented that, *I find here what I did not expect to find, a New
England colony, as it were taken up by the roots and transplanted on
the prairies of Iowa.” (p. 526, Hist. of Powesh. County, 18801 I won-
der if perhazps Tappan enceuraged the Wheslers 4o settle in Grinnell.

5} Locations 1002 Park Street, *Lawrence House” date: 1856

Original owner and bhuildur: Levi P. Grinnell

owner from 1863-1873%: Dy, Reuben Sears

owner from 1873- te ?: Henry lawrence

current owner: Grinnell Ceilega {bequeathed to the college by Rev.

James L, Hill.;

~Information abeut the heuses It is built of black walnut lumber cut
by Capt. Nathanial Clark and zon in thelr sawmill near CGrinnell,
This house exempiifies the New England home transplanted to Lowa
seil. Architecturally it is pure, having none of the eclectic
borg&g&ng Tound iﬁ later homes, In New Ingland fashien, the orig-
S l'and souare but addisions were congtmicted €0



that it stretched alimost to the no 10&%@? extant barn . which {(atder-
ding %o Rev, J.L. Hill in the Herald 2/13/1.9i7} was the first shingle
factory of Grinnell.

Information about some of the residentss Levi P, Grinnell, double cousin
of J. B, Crinnell and grandfather ¢f Grinnell Dunham who unow Lives at
N.E. 9th aand Ann)} was horn in New Hoven,Vermont and ceme 4o Grimmell in
the spring of 1856, When he arrived, he wanited %o sektle on a farm but
J.B. Grinnell convinced te settie in town until 1863 when he sold the
house to Dy, R. Sears and bought the farm which isg now owned and farwed
by Grinnell Dunham. Dir. Rewben Sears is the person for whom Searsbors
was named and was a °pioneer pysicisn and railread enthusiast,” who swned
the house from 1863-1873 when it was s¢ld To Henry lLawrence, #ne of the
firet settlers of the town and was a bank cashier; land agent, farmer,
part ef J,B. Grinnell’s rvallread te¢ Montezuma scheme and “one of Grian.
ell’s bpest business men.” Rev, J, L. Hill was the son of Rev, J.J, Hiil
who was 2 mnember of the Iowa Band and gave the first dellar to found lows
College in Davenpert. Rev., J.L. Hill spent his first night in Powsshiek
County in this house which he and his brother; Dr. Gershem Hill, purchased
and gave to the school, Along with preaching in Grinnell, J.L. Hill
worked as a travelling lecturer and pampleteer until I91l, One of his
hobbles was collecting relics and infeormation about the rellgious histery
of Towa which he gave to the cellege. The house hsa¢ served as facully
housing sinee it was given to the ¢ollege and i8 now the Rush Medical
Students® House,

Sources: conversation with Mr, and Mrs Grinnell Dunham in thelr home,

6)

March 29, 1976 and April 11, 1976, Payne; J.B. Grinnell, Hist, of
Powesh. County, 1880, Hewrald, 2/13/191%. Her.-Reg., 8/26/1934,

Lecation: 1125 Fourth Ave. date: 1859 or 1860°s
orizinal owner and builder: Raymond M. Kelleg )
current resident: ILarry G. Hermanstorfer, As of Aulil, 1976, the houso

is for sale,

Information abeut house: According 4o an undated article on file in

the CGrinnell Reom of Burling Library written Ly Nick Baldwin for =&
Des Moines paper, the house wag bullt In 1859. Aceording to the
Grinnell Herald of 10/15/1929, the house wag built in the 1860%s,
Fer comment on the wrehitectural style of the house swe page 6 of
the seetion of this paper on architectural style.

Infermation about eayrly residentss The Ezra Grinnell family is repor-
ted as having lived heve for a time in the 1860's {Her. 10/15/1929)
although one ¢f the early homes of Grinnell is that of Ezra Grinnell
2till at 608 1st, which, according to Grinnell Dunham, is whewe the
Ezra Grinnell family lived, (Ezra Grinnell was a brother of J. B.
Grinnell). Asccerding te the Hist, of Powesh. County of 1880 (p. 906
907) Raymend M, Kelleg {b. 7/15/1837=-iv. Varaons: died in 1960 in
Grinnell, was “the widest resd man in this vieinity.” He is listed
as having been a builder and architect in Wernont for several years
before ceming to Crinnell in June, 1855, We ean infer both that he
wag acguainted with New England architecture and that he regelived
no substential arehitectural training other than perhaps servinge ag
an apprentice, or else this information would be recorded by the wrliter,
eager to reaord claims %o famey  Kelleg bulilt many of the residences
and other bulldings in the town ag well as serving as U.S. Cellevtor

emie, 28 z director of the First National Bank of Grinnell, as

£ Justl af Tewa, ebe., Maria Parks Kello hig wife, wasg %h

L
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7} Locatsons 436 Bast Street date:r 1860°%s
griginal owner and builder: Samuel F. Coocper
owner from 1895 (2} %o 73 Fravs &, Almy
now: divided into apartments

Infermation about house: See p.I€ of architectursl styles section
of this paper. Although today the house 18 nene t0o impressive,
in its day it was very elegant. According to E.S. Bartlett who
wrote a pamphlet for the D.A.R., "Early Days in Grinnell®) the
prairie behind the house wag once a burial ground: “The first deaih
in our prairie settlement was that of & Mr, Hale, the aged father
of Mrs., Deacon Bixby, whoe, with his wife, had just arrvived from Me.”
Bath M, and Mrse. Hale were burled there but both bedies were later
moved te Hazelwood Cemetery.

Infermation absut residents: Samuel P, Cooper (I, 19 Dee, 18206 in Siero-

bridge, Mase., d., 2/21/1908 in Grinnell) graduated from Oberlin Cellege
in 1851 and came %o CGrimmell in 1855 with “the Oberlin Contingent®
(Her. 8/26/1954), Prior te the Civil War, he practiced law in CGrinneil
and was the first teacher at a new two story scheel building which was
at the site of what is now the old high scheol in deowntown Crinmell,
He enlisted in army during the war and became 2 celcnsl as well zs
serving a3 Collector of Internal Revenue and U,%, Commissioner. Re-
turning te Grinnell in 1868, he was the publisher and editer ¢f the
Herald for several years, Frem 1876 to 1880 he served as the U.S.
Censuli at Gﬁ%gﬂw after whlgh he returned to his Grinnell mansion.
Bacl in Golunell, Csopdr oeiarlzued. the Hoxchizrt®™s natlomal 2auk in
43973 and Yesanw- L3z Ziped prepidsnt. i 1a the 1890°s the house was
g0ld to Frank F. Almy who was head of the math and physies depart-
ment at the college for thirty-nine years. Grimnnell Dunham reealls
that Prof, Almy was very aimiable and Mrs. laymillier notes that when
the Almys 1ived there, the home once again became a cultural center
in Grinnell (Her. 8/26/1954}),

Seurces-- Paynes J.B. Grinnell, Hist, of Powegh. County, p.8592-89%3,

Grinneile-A Century of PrefreStS, P. A0

8) Locations: original--N.E, corner of Maln Street and 6%th.iDater late 50°
Second and present: 611, 6%h Ave.{Pince 1930's) éar early 1864°%s
~==gaYly resident: Charies F, Spencer '
~-=gwned by the Christian Sclentist Chibh since 17 June, 1932,

Information about house: For deseription of the hause, see p. 6,7 of
section on avchitectural style. The exterior of the house has not
bean changed sinece the Christian Selentists bought it in June of
1932 from the Independent Scheel District of Grinnell., However,
shortly after 1% was moved the intericr partitions were removed %o
greate a hall for worship, .
Tnformation about the C.F, Spencer family: Spencer settled in Grinnell ‘
in +he winter of 18%6, coming criginally from Saybrook, Conn, (B, 6/6/ 24}
Aceording to the Hizt, of Powesh, County, 1889 he wag one ag the .
leading businessmen in OGrinnell--having been in the drug business with
Dr. Holyoke until 1876, erganizing the First %a@lﬂn&i“ﬁgnk with others
in 1865, snd ag a treagurer of Towa follege. In ad&;@%@gg Wﬂggl@ a
waym friend of the young, sften giving them, .words of auvice whieh
avre like apples of gold in pietures of silver.” (p. 928, Hist., of Puw
Sources: conversstion with Bertha S. Sherman the Cheistian Soie
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9) Locations: lst; Seuth part of town “Magoun House® dates
2nds moved %0 6th and Broad in 1868 or "69, pre-Civil
Ird and pregents moved in 1899 to 1130 Summer St.
-owned by Mageun when he became Preaident of the college in 1865 who
continued to live there after his nineteen year term ended in 1887,
=now owned by Pref. Gregory Gurseffl,

Information about the houses In the process of moving the house ruiisas
portions of it have been lost, Now only the front of the house remains
and the porech has been removed, Originally, its gothic style poreh
had coluils with Victerian gethic capitals, To be neted are the sef-in
windows wlth truncated peoints, the narrow windewpanes, and the broken
roof line,

Information about Magoun~ Rev, Gesrge Magoun (b. 3/29/1821, Bath,Me.=-

d, 1/30/1896 in Grimnell) In additien to being President of the college
for nineteen years, Msgoun was 2 preacher, lesturer and writer. “In the
breadth of his intelligence and in his mental and moral capasity, Pres-
ident Magoun was a veritable Moses among his Congregational brethren,”

{quote from P. A, Johnsen®s The First Century of G@néregati@nalism in
Iowa--1840-1940, published in 1945 by the Congregational CAristian Cone
ference of lowa, p. 227.) Mageun wag very instrumental in the rebuilding
of the college after the eyelone of 1882,

Sourses: conversation with Katherine Guveff, April 7, 1976, The Scarlet
and Blaek of Nov, 17, 1972, Grimnell Herald--10/15/1929, Hist. of
Powesh., County, p. 913,

Wap

10) Lecation: 934 East Street dates summer of 1882
-original ewner: Henvy Watters

-residents from 1902 te 1911l: J. Mellrath and family

-present owner: Elsie Young

Information: There is nothing particularily remarkable about this house
gther than the faet that it was in the process gf being bulilt at the
time of the eyclone in June, 1882 and wurvived with 1little damage,

The reason why I include it here iz because Sara Mellrath Maurer took
time in the 1960%8 to write &Bewi the house as it was when she wag
growing up there--from 1902 %o 1911, The story, which I found in a
box of asserted elippings and notes at the Grinnell Historieal Museum,
is worth telling in capsuled form as,to a certain extent, it is the
history of house-wrdilvnizailon:in CGrinnell. When Sara moved there with
her unele in 1902, she nstes that Grinnell was often called "Saint’s
Rest” and "Damascus®, When they arrived people in the town were in
the process of replacing all the sidewalks of board in the town with
cement and brick emes., Mueh of the ¢iment work was dene by a Blagk
father and son team, knewn simply as “Spencer and Ralph, When the Me-
Ilr8ths moved in there was a cistern pump with a cast-iron sink in the
kitchen, The house was heated by coal until 1905 when a Lennox Furnaee
was installed in the dirt floor basement with its large wooden cistern.
Further improvements made were to replace the pine fleor boards with
ocak ones in 1905 and to add a new porch in 1907, Thie nust have cest
in the neighborhood ef 200 dellers for the Herald of 1/1/1907 notes
that J. Mellrath spent that amount on home improvements, In 1911 the
home was s0ld 4o a Mr. Tish and it was not until 1915 that elsetrie
lights were installed.
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13)

Infornation about heuse: Bulilt at a eost af 15,000 dellars; in 1906
this was qulite an elegant mansion., Made of brick and stone., Te be
noted are the eariouche decorations, the exterior lanterns, the
Pailadian defner windews and the everhanging eaves of the roef., It
is interesting to compare this hone both with the othey Spaulding
house up the street at 1109 Main and with homes bullt in the same
era of mueh the same style though in wooed or gstuceo rather than
brick, . )
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the Spaulding Manufacturing Co. Nr. E, H., {Ernest Haywor#) Spauldine

was married in Auwg, 1904 (Her. &/17/1004) and the marriage announce-
ment notes that he “is already a prominent business man and as such is

honored and admired by all who know or come in contaet with him in a

business or social way. WMrs. Spauldineg, the former Irma Towne is one

ef the capital city’s most cultureland populayr young ladies...Their life

promises to be one of joy and happiness in what will be one of the most
attractive homes in the eity.

Lecatiens 1510 East Street dates 1910
desirner and owner: Professor Henry W. Matlaek
contractors N, Wiltamuth
current owner: WMrs, Laura Matlack Wieman, daughter of H.W, Matlack,

Information about houses See p. 11 of section on architectural style.
Mrs. Wieman has copies of the specifications desiesned by her father
which were given to the econtractor, setting the cost of the house
at 3500 dellars.

Information about residents: The house has always been in the family,
H.W, Matiack (B, Mus.; Oberlin: A.B., Grinnell) taught at the Scheol
of Music at the college from 1901-31903 as the directer. After being
out of Grinnell for several years, he returned in 1909 as acting pref.
of musical theory and instructor in organi acting director during
Prof, Pierce's leave of absence in 1910-11 and remained as 2 preof,
until he became an assistant o the president in alumni relations in
1922, eontinving as college organist and serving arain as prof. ef
orsan as well as alumni seeretary, 1931-=36, '

Sourcess
conversation with Vrs, L. M, Wieman and tour of the Matlack house,
April 5, 1976, abstracts to property and contract with builder,
Nollen's #Brinnell College, D, 169-170.

Losation: 1510 Broad Sitreet date: 19011
Architect: Walter Burley Griffin

Original owners Benjamin J, Rigker

Current dwner:s Mr. and Mrs. Robert Voertman

~=Informaticn about the house and architeet: See pPp. 13-14, section
on architectural style.

==Information about the Rigkers: Before Muving,inte this house the
"Ricker's iived at 1030 High Sireet. B.J. Ricker was a very
successful local businessman of the Morrison-Ricker Manmfaeturing
Firm, the glove factory. He was a m@mber of the Poweshiek Club,
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a mason and a member of the Congrwgational Church, On retirement, the
Rickers went to Californig--«B.J. Ricker died in Berkely in Aug., 1950
at the age of 82,

Sources: B.J. Ricker ebituary--on file at Grinnell Historieal Museum,

14) Lecation: 1527 Broad Street date: 19141937
Original owneres My, U.L. Fellows (Jess)
1930's: soid to the college, used as & pollitical seience students® dorm
Current residentg: My, and Wrs, John F, Bilerman III
Architects: Temples and Burrows, Davenport. Iowa

~Information about the houvse and about the Fellows--zee p. 1#, 15,
When the Grinnell Washing Machine Co, failed, Tthe Fellows were
forced to gell out., The house was sold to the cellege during
the depression for 6000 dollars,

-Sources: gonversation with Susie Bierman and tour of her home=<April
1, 1978. examination of the house plans., pp. 144-<185, L. F. Parker.
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Location: 1011 Park Street, °CGrinnell dates 1917
House®

Owner: OGrinnell College

Residents: 4 Grinnell College Presidents-~from Main {¢te 1931} through
the careers as president of J.5, Nollen, Samuel N, Stevens and
Howard R, Bowén

From Margh, 1961l-on--a guest house for friends and visitors of the

college,

Architeets: Bralnen and Leeds of Boston, Mass,

Engineer: Alfred S. Kellog, RBosten

Costs$s6,000 in 1915 when the plans were drawn

=Information abeut the building: see p. 15-16,

<Information about residents: See Nollen’s Grinnell College.

=SHUTCes s
blueprints of the house whlch are at the College Physical Plant,
The Searlet and Black, 10/17/1972.
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5) Fayne, €., Josiah Bushnell Grinnell {(Iowa Clity: State Historiecal
Society of lowa), 1938,

6) Union Historieal Co., Higtory of Poweshiel County. {(Des Moinese: 1880j.




BEBLICGRAPHY

1. Andrews, Wayne. Arxchitecture in New England, {Bratitleboro:Green
Press), 1973,

2. Birrell, James., Walter Burley CGriffin. {(GQueenslands Univ. of
Queensiand}, 1964,

. Brooks,; H. Allen. The Prairie School. (Teronte: Univ. of Toronte), 1972,

4, Burchard, J. and Bush-Brown, A. The Architecture of America., (Boston:
Little, Brown, and Co.), 1961,

5, Downing, A.J. The Architecture of Country Houses. {(N.Y.: Dover), 1969,

6. Fiteh, J.M. American Buildin The Historical Forees That Shavned It.
(N.Y.1 Sehaeman Boaks ), 19 7¢

7. Gowans, Alan. _Images of Americen Living: Four Centuries of Arechitecture
and Furniture as Cuitural RADPIreE810n. (PRLLAGeLPhias LipPpineotslo L0664,

8. CGrinnell Herald.-gspecifiec issues ave noted in the footnotes or in the
body of the paper,

9, Grinnell Herald-Register--specific issues are noted in the footnotes
or in the body ¢f the paper.

10, Grinnell Herald-Register, Brinnell--A Century of Progress {Grinnell:
Herald-Register), 1954,

11, Grinnell Register--specific issues are noted by footnote or in the
body of the paper.

12, Grinnell, Josiah B. Men and Events ef Forty Yeaprz. (Bostons Lothrapj,
1891,

13, Hamilton, He A Historical Sketchs a ehapter in the early history
of Grinnell., (Grinnell Heralid), 1892,

il, History of Peweshiek County. {(Des Moiness Union Historical Co.), 1880.

15, Johnson, P. Adelstein, The First Century of Congregaticnalism in Iowa,
1840-1940, (Cedar Rapids: Congregational Christian Cenference of
Towa} 1845, p. 226-232.

16, Kidney. W.C. The #rehitecture ef Choice: Feclecticism in Ameriga,
2BR0 £ 3030, (N.Y.: Braziller)y 1974, .

17, Lafore, Laurence American Classic. (Iowa City: State Historiecal
Society of Iewa), ig?bm

18, Nollen, John S, Grinnell Collesge. {(Iowa City: State Historical
Society of Iowal}, 1953},

19, Parker, L.F. History of Peweshiek County. {Chicago: Clarke), 1911. 2 vaol




BIBLIOGRAFHY (continued)

20) Payne, Charles JosiZi B. Crimnnell., (Iowa City: State Historieal
Soslety of Iowa), 1938,

21) Portrait and Biegrovhieal Resord of Johnson, Poweshiek and Iowa Counties
(Chicaces Chapman Broes, ), L6593,

22) Seully, Vineent The Shingle Style. {(New Haven: Yale Univ. Press),. 195

23) Van Zanten, D.T. Walter Burley Criffin Selected Designs (Pales Park,
Il1.s Prairie Schoel Presaz), 1970.

Cther Sourcess:s elippine file in the Grinnell Room a%t Burling Library,
assorted clippings and letters at the Grinnell Historieal Museun,
Grinnell Telephene directories, Gravestone Records compiled by the
W,P.A., and now on record at Stewart Library. Cenversatiens with
Susie Bierman, Mr, and Nrs. Grinnell Dunham, Pearl Haagwe, Anne Kint-
ner, Jim Miller, James MeNally, Bertha Sherman, Mes., J.D. Steops, Mr.
Jogseph Wall, Tours of Grinnell with Mr, and Mrs. Grinnell Dunham and
with Mrs. James MeNally.






