


In the course of American hlstoryp many architectural style& 

have evolvedp have been transformed and have decayed" Whereas in many 

New En,qland and. Eurupean t:owns one a:1'."Chi t8ctura1 styie reipns sup:ceme~, 

dressed in white clapboard. Given the variety of styles which were beinp 

constructed in Grinnell at any particular time periodu it is better to 

spe8k of how particular Grinneil lrnmes represent ,!Teneral trends ln Ame:r·~ 

ican architecturec rather than equatin~ trends in Grinnell at certain 

tlmes·wi'th nationwide trends o 

In exami:r1inf" GrinnelJ. homes as pa:ct f;f the h:i.st<;iry r;)f Amerlf;an 

domestic buildinfl several fa.ct0rs should be cons J. ci:r·ed,, Firs·t,, <::me must; 
qw; 

r emeber the p-enerally acknowledged cul-tur-a1 la~· hetWt7Em the east <:;<Jast 

and the midwest when referinp to architectural styles which were brought 

be at the peak of their popularity in the midwest~ Secondlyn in the early 

period of Gril'mell (6s history most homes were built wJ.thout thi:~ advice Qf 

lis tic effect u l";ut r-a:the:r in fo11c:win-'" with traditions to wh:lJ~h one waz: 

accustomed" As Alan Gowans note~) t 

rr.he folk artisan worJ.rn not s0 rrn1eh func:.ti(mally as adaptab1yi 
that is u not so much conscioue.ly thinld.n,a- ou.t so1u.tion1:; to par--· 
ticular problems of li.O"ht or structure or use (like modern de·· 
sip-ners) as embt:Jdy:l.rn,· i1'l h'.\.s hou.se and furniture inherited gen ... 
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(at 904 East StJ."'eet~. built ir1 1854) was most 1.iltely a. simple frame house 

with little o'.·namentation when it was built yet it has been p-iven a f!O·" 

thic flair with t he additions of a front porch with FOthic lattice work. 

r.ikewise 5 Jos\a.h B. Grirmellts home (now at 720~722 Broad~ built from 

1R55·~,on) #as bt~ilt in several sec~tionsr each with a distinctive character. 

The :irst section (now the north side) was comparatively simple with gab= 

red dormer windov1s and p.oth.:i.c style vergers while later additions were 

more elaborate and Georp.ian in character with eclectic touches such as a 

cupolo with a widowns walk and a mansardesque 1:-oof ~ porticos and a double 

(:himney 0 all of which have since been removed,., 3 In examining Grinnell 

architecture one must not f-'eneralize about the architecture of a par.tic~ 

~r decade or era as the architecture of Grinnell does not fij\: neatly in 

a chronolop-ica.1 scheme of evoJ.vinio.- styles which can be useful in studyirw 
4 older non·:- frontier towns •. 

rrihe first Shelter to be built in what would become the town Of 

GrinneJ..l other than the squatter structures was the ijLonf Hornw.~ Erected 

in the sprinF of 1854 the Lon~ Home was oripinally about sixteen feet~) 
by sixteen feet 5 and was built "in the usual frontier way" 6 wi.th loe:s 

notched in the corners,, The roof was made by bendirnr sixteen foot boards 

over a ten foot ridFe pole which was nailed to the rou~h wood floor and 

then nai1.inp the boards to the top of the side wa~_ls . 6, forming a tur-tle 

bac:k effec t " 'I'he interior was divided into t hree r ooms i assembl y hallo 

·1" • 1"_ 1: .• 10im i::ind s l ee-r1i.nf1' r oom wit h t~~iftJ s t ory d oub l e beds n a iled to the G l.rl U l f.T _ ., ~ .t- . , 

walls 0 Ser v inp- as everythinr from ·~hurch t o store t 10 a shel ter for new 

arrival s and t ravel lers 0 °' i t ha.d St'll!methi n rj' the appearanc e of a oorncrib 

and protected J.ts inmates from rain a:n.d snow in about the same way" .. ? 

1\lthouvh always about f1ourteen to sixteen :feet wider. the Lornr Hi.)rrH:: was 

·i a·"· p added on tr.:i i...rntil i.t reached one hundred. :t'eet 1.n ... en:- 1..lL. 



rapr1er of J ,. B, Grinne1lv id en tif.ied the first home as that of Homer Ham -~ 

li:n9 :yet one can assume that this h<ome was dest.i:oyed at some point prior 

to 1929 as it is not listerl in a "Rall Call of old Houses in Grinne11·10 

nor is its h.,r:ation indicai ed on a map published in 1914 wh5.ch included 

many of the homes built; from 1854 to 1856,, 11 In lB80 0 the Thomas Holyoke 

house at 904 East Street ~,,as descr.tbed as having been the first~ frame 
1 I) 

house in Grinnell.~-- The ·problem c:;f identifying the oldest or first built 

home in Grinnell is P like th1:,t of dating later homes 0 t>cimpounded by the 

amazi:nR freque'icy at which Crrinnel'.L homes h2!.ve been. relot~a.tedfi and by an 

abundane:E"~ of .Hmflictlnf· arid inaccu.:r·ate informatlono It would seem that 

certain. quer-tions su<.:h as identifying- the oldest home are unapt to be 

resol\red o 

Scrne cf the first homes were temporary structures .i.n whlch often 

several farrilies lived while awa5_tinf~ new .~1"rbrals of buildinf.!· mat;erialsc 

0 
- • l" f \l.j ·" d • r 1 '863 1"' " '1 d 0 t " l Unt.l.l th~ arriva o: '1t1e ra1ir;:.;a in uu Yt:' 1- a .1. oui_ .ing ma ,er.la. s 

were br'.)U:f!ht in by hor.aes and carts" Shinglr: roofing() pine siding and 

floori.:ng came from Mur:;catin.e and cJther lumber was hauled by settlers who 

went east t() meet the Rock Island :caJ.lroad as :it was being extended toward 

that he frnn~rously altowed other settlers to use the building ma:teri.a.ls 

1 " in :.854· .. :, wait:l.:ng unti l 1855 to befin his ~:>wn honrn "(now at ?20~722 Brt:>ad) o 

.r., Ho Grinnell had stipulated that when somone built a. :frame house 
11.j, 

~-: a purchased lot he would be gi.ven the adjacent lot free,, Accordinf!lYv 

few lcr:: cabi.11s or sud huts were built in Grinnell, unllke many Iowa towns" l.5 

Mc)St of the early ht.~merJ were simple in :lnterior and exterior des:tgn a.:nd 

.Jrnarne11tationr,• and sma.Jl.., if often later added on to in the New England 

mannm::· so that homes sr;:1meti.mes vrew into the barns on the bacd:1:.s of the 



lots " Most of the ea.rly h:'lmes had blat~k walnut or oalt frames wi t;h 

rock foundations, It was said '~hat Dr" 'l'tH)mas Ho:ljtOke built somewhat 

extravagantly as he used white walnut for his finishing lu.ro.be:cf;. 16 (hi::: 

most ,,ften sparsely fur"flished w'ith makeshift dry: .goods bo~es as fvu"Tli" 

ture and quilts or carpets hung from the ceilings tc par·ti t.J.t0r1 rooms" 

It can be assumed that :in the early years the settlers d.:.c w inspirations 

for the plans of their homes friom the homes fJf the commu.ni ties wh:l~h ·~:hey 

had come from" Grirmel.l was il'litially settled by New Eng1anderi;;17 wi-t:h 

18 
a larp.:e number from Sea.t'Bport 0 Maine yet a group of twenty·- three arr.ived. 

from Maryland EHHm "'chereafter .. 19 

Of the few homes built in 1854.,.J.8.56 which stJ.11 remai:nu most 

have been extens3.irely- remodeledi; yet not so much that they can. not be 

spottedc The Sunmer Bixby house at 1025 Fir-st Avev built .Ln. 18.56F and 

the 9 Lawrenv-~e House~~ built by Levi P" Grinnell at 1002 Pa:~·k i.n I856v 

illustrate bG·rrowings f:rom New Engla:nd tradl tic·ms" '..l'he H:L~by h 1:tuse 

l"i. 
entl.,"'ance with doric C:t:ilunms f1¥:Jflr.ing th.e doo:r.·a and ·thin stri1:-is of wood 

set vertically on the 001~·ners to J.01.)k like square columns in con~rast 

to the horizt)ntal siding boards , 1I'he JA2wre:nce ht:lu~.> e is a smaller i, s i.mple:t> 

counterpart to the B5.xby house" Architecturally .it is puren with none 

of the eclectic borrowings :round in later homes•; 

Curious borrowings from various regional traditions appea.red 

in Grinnell and confusion of' various st;vles such as Georgian and neo·~ 

. d . ~ • " '1 l 'I '"' , 1 d • J • "l.. ' gothi-,.; became commor1 as ia u.sing: ava.1 a.)_e vu1 .. 1ng ma'<;eru:>.. s \,o pre --

duce local variants of Ci.)mmeir1 nat.:lona.l styles, For exarn.pleu, Gr:i.nneLt 

.. . ( L' 



Greek rev·i.va1 typ'Cl home with c.lassie Iord.c columnt:i" Its second floo.r· 

balcony is a c:hartic.t~ristlc. t:)f S\iUthern p1antatlo:n bu:U.dlngs o Indeed~ 

~'t 

ern plantation hc;me 0 ~~The Hermitage tl"' in Nashv·il1e 1, which date$ from 1 B L 9 / .J 
,\ J ' 

,,(/~.,.•''An a.mus:i.ng example of what G~>wan wou.ld describe as 0 folk arr.~hitecture' 2 t 
,,\' 1j1· '' 

I' ;~ .. , ( • 
:/'.:\,. c and wh:i.ch represents a stran{"e m:,ixture of styles is the house at 81~-

/. ( . , .. 
Th.is octagon~l.1 one story b:r·ic}-: house has a mansard 

front door is a t'!rudely carved head of a woman G 

,I•· .• ,, .. 

In early nineteenth century Engl.andl) wha.t has been 'called .:t-he 

Georgian Classical Re·vi val was taking place. Various English books of 

plans were import.ed and British homes were imitated by American. deslgn,;!rs ~ 

announcing the i: Americ:a:.n Classic Revi vaJ. 022 in New England o Gradual.l~r 

or 1.awr-en{;e houses,, During the second half of the nineteenth eent·•i:t"Ye 

many archi'te<~tural style bcioks were published in Americari .inc:e~rpora:tin:: 

Bri t:tsh and other European tradi·tions in lYuilding plans for everythtng 

from barns to cottages and hu::urious villas" It became less and less 

clear which his·torit:~ styles were being imitated as builders gave reitri~ 

to their whirns c J.n Grinnell as in the rest o:f the country J.n the ninet;i~er.rth 

centuryi; "the dN!oigners took the low rectanr:ttlar houses and made them 

square and high,.' atta.c.hed ~la.ssical p.i:U:<..ste:cs a:nd cupoft{.}.S and c;apta:i:ns v 

w)3 
walks,, made out of wood to look ltke si~one .:-· 

An .inf:l.ur.~:n.tial.. wr·i.to:r f.lf sty1e books was And:r.·f:·~r J'a.ckst.m. De:1t~ti:'i.ng 
t"1 8 /.")'?ttl 
t, <4>- .. 1 ..... ?:1 

.. ' , . ,· q _< .. ,..,', _·,, ~ . ,.. • . .• l: . .• ... . :,,, ...•... ::,· ... -····~··., •. __ C;_ . • ··;._,·._· .• ···.·.··:·-·_. .c· .. --· •. -:· •. '·.· •• ,.:_1.~_·. ··-.• -.. ·· .·.·,.· .... ~.: ~·:-.:.·· .. '_,::~ __ ( .-·.1_. r._-•. '}·'· ( ·,_ ·1 •. !.· f .. 1' 'l r",; ·:._. ••• :· ~l. ,·· ::'.; " '"· ,.L ·.,. ,f~ ·_1 " ~·: 1' ~ {. 1~ •• ~ ~:~{-~~ ..... : .• ~::~~,:: ... ~~:,'~··· .Y ~~:~.-t ... ~= -·· . - _ _ .;,;._ .. ·~ · - ~~ ·- .. .. . 
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empha.s i z,ed tha.t ·the: us~ cd' clasr:d c revi va.1 for-ms was app:r.opr:iat;e on.ly for 

publi<.• and mo:rnxmenta.1 hu.i.1dlngs 0 i:nrnh as cou:ct hcruses or ban.ks() but that 

the hc·me should be :;:-.us tic and pi.cturesqtw" IAke earlier' ninetee:nt1,,,i c~m~. 

tury arch.'.Ltects v Downing sees architecture as beinE-7· imbued with moral 

quall ties 9 stress:i.n.g th<& ",, c need fcrt• humanity and republi.c:anism to he 

stronger in the htm1es than family pride ar1d ar:'1 .. stocr~~t5 r;; :f~eling ,. 1124 

':Fhis was ti:> be accom:pl:iShtf.d by ei t:i. z.e:ns ha:v'ing ~0 " a the "beatrtj.ful 0 l""U:r.8.lv 

u.nostentatir.ms ~) moderate home \)f a country ge11tlemanl' large enough to 

minister to all th~ wants, ., o:f' a rc(publ:lc~l.71 0 ~md no"t ·teH) large t)t' 'tr.~o 

. . 25 luxurious to warp the li:fe '.::ir manners c1f tne chl.ldren"" 

a half s·tory white c lapboard horn~.: with i:t :iwtricate verge b~JC?.rd f;an 'be 

compared to the I-e·w·c.C~~Y' home Pa',inted i:cA the background. G•f Gra:nt wr~od ~ s 

will be r..o-cl ced that i .i: is 

\·, ·, .. ·~·. ' ·'. ·~ ... 



<)Q 

~f the dispa§~l'.0:1·t~v~ bettireen its humble exterit11" and more costly 1nterlor'-e5 

where one finds a hugee: handcarved sclid walmrt han.is·ter leading up a 

:narrow fl.igh·t of stairs ·to the none too i.mpresatve tcp half stf;)ry t'Jf 

the house" Z:l1he banister in this heusa if very similar. to one in ::i rrntch 

large:c V\l'hS:te frame h<:;-1,.u:;e wi--t.h a cupolc~~ at 1126 Br~;;a.d Street. 

A~J at:ct11hi teic·cura.1 ~rle books such as Downings became \'Jutda:te.d 

with ne\!\11 developments in b'u:i.1ding ·techniques 11 and as ·thr.:: :pr@cess:J of' 

planning a. house beea..7l'H: more e~mplieated ri many people wc:mld le~d' throuF:h 

Houses built a,eecn·ding ·tr:::i sw~h patterns were often as eclectic: :tn 'the.'l1."' 

indJ.v'lduals ') An ~xample of eclectic borrowing is the Samuel F ,_ GorJ:per 

hm1sel) :r •. :rn::rwr1 ltlcally as the Almy h'-'>m:H~:-, at 436 East Street ,, Although 

very ele{!'ant when built in the early 1860 .; s ~· the Cooper hom1e a like 

a.nd the side wings nf the house resemble a French Henai1~:- J•.anGe styl.~: 

mansion bui.lt by Richard fifkJrris Htm·t for George We.shington 1'anderhilt. 

near Asheville ti North Carolina h1 the eorly 1890~113 ea l led 1 :Bi l ·tmore .. ~ 29 

resemble those of S¢.:.ime Of the gothice pi ctm:-esque cotmtry V-Lllas desif.'ned 

by Andrew ~J ac.l<:s cm Dovming: ru1d Calvert Vaux 
39 

the J.850;$ , J.11 

a:n examplo of whi.ch 

is what is l'1(.}W 'l;he Gl" i nnell Historii;;;a l Museum cm Broad St;:·eet whic h was 



~n 
Ja(~Obin and Hornanesque deta:11s-'whLle Pr.iee refers to its ori.gins durJ..n:r 

3~ 
·~he '.ceivn of Queen Anne as an attempt to be :pleaslne· and pictu:r.esqu.e., ~. 

Gowan :r·efe:r.s to this t~ tylfJ as a 0 late Victorian variant of Co11:mial }{{;! . 

. -· .,33,r· . ,., "134. -h, 'Q ~ i• • Y:i..va.l ~' ~ 1J1C~errt .::.euL_y v:J.ews ·t Ae ·Germ " ueen 1-inne as a m1.snc::mer as 

the s·tyl.e draws i.ts inspirations frorn the period .in English comes tic a r -

chitectux:e from the sixteenth tc the eif!hteerrth centu.r.y·~~.wa per.iod o:f' 

transl t5.on in whic11 rnany riomE:s included both medieval and renaissance 

features t as .is t"Xemplifi·~d by a ninetf.Hmth century Bri ti.sh proponent 

of t.!'H~ "Queen Anne Style~~' Norman Shaw" Shaw 0 s semi~'l'udor>i tiled and 

Queen An:ne Style was brCJur:ht lnto t he :U.melip:ht :in thls c:ount1"y by t'Le 

:in Cel.r..lY.i.:tc;J. Rev.iva1 styles c. Jt; is wor'th n.eitinr1· St:m11y 0 s c(;:nnment that 

0' ,. o ., from 18'!6 cm the wor·d ( Mcol.onia1 ';) generally 1;ame to mef.:l.n "'Gt!.:©rgian ··' •• 

or °'Pa11ad1211 0 e• ~:Hid the phrase ~•e:c,1lonia.1 detail .. mearrt more !iJl.t' l<~SS l8'th· · 

century Pal1adia.n details,, rrhese b ec:ame the ~'classic detailst' Ctf SO!llli: 

of the American Queen Anne houses, •. , ~, 35 In Amer:ici::i the Queer1 Anne StyJ e 

.-.1 •. ·r··.: C .. rJ1.'"l 1'''·~ :1' ·L "•11·""r•"\r•-i:eri""·l·'1"-· f'e··,,+·1~ .. 1~c·• E>f' "l··r·'E" ,.,.\.,, .... ,,.,.., Li·,-'1"1"' >"tFJ .. <• •• '1 •• ~J.-.i.J.'l... ... "'-~ i::t._. c.~~ \ .. v_ ... .. \.> w-1 .. ~ ~ ... l;:..'.. •J.'-4' .!. _ . ,;, ~- v >..,. '{. A~ ... l;Ji1 .11·1.t. J, .. ~ 1.:..> .; , v 

'W'hiGh 2u.•e e2.si'1.y sivhted are me~ieva1 turrets ,, sunburr.~t ar.d other· sgr;:-:J 

pal1ac.U 2.n 
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style s.re the Mo:r.ris 'Parslow h@use at 122~2. Broad (built by Mrs., Sc:hifflet 

hou.s e at 1135 Broad Street whose :fea:t'u.z·.:~s suggest both Queen Anne a:nd Gi;:;,, 

tudor influei:nr;;es with i-ts im..l.tation half ... tirnberlng is a stoii.e[, f:ft1.t.~co 0 
Also eclectic wi.th many Queen Anne :fea 

and wood house at 817 St!f'ite:nth Ave-:tluer; i;ures ist~Mears Halle buil·t .in 18ff :fiJ:t'.' 

.5000 dollarso 
t-r...s the Queen Arm.e styl~} was bec1;.1mi.ng :?...mer·i o~mlied w.i:'Gh the ·wa:e 

was nc•t morally s~/1nboic and rn:.~t mere i.mi tati<.:;n of European sker'telfbooks" 

ally pleasing,, being coi1st:t•ucted as a v.rlu:ile"' rather 'than as a.n a.ssernbl.a.g.~ 
~6 

of va:i?ious styles a:n.d pa:r.ts,, .J From the 1870 ~ s on. Richa:rdsfJn 1: s lnfluene;e 

eJ.t:tended far beyond the locales in. which he btlil't 11 to the e:>l:.'tent that s. 

of the Rieha1'.'dst11i.ia~1 Romanesque style are Goodnow Ha11 .{built in 1886 

In addi t.~_cm to his m~~re imposinp- stone buildings r Richardson 

built many '' shin~de style~ homes(; in which he incorporated his earlier 

adopted :ideas of openinF ·up the interior spaces, Vincent Scully notes 

how the Q·o.een Anne sty:: e evoJ:v«~d .into the simpler 
. 38 

shin~le styler as 



of the British Arts and Crafts mQvement w·hi.ch was father·ed by William 

1 -'ls hed .. l .. l.·l. H"" "'.' .... "'"".' ~: ~ ab'"''1.."·~: "'~<:l!,,-.-"v""·'::i·.'"'--""'- a:r.e-h i -1-~-' ,.,.i...u· .,.,,.. a"" e··"'''°'lil""'J ~1 ...... ~ .:.d 'hy +:'11" i· '" '·' .-. c;.o,..._.t'"',· ~ v•- w ...... . ~'' .......... (,.,.·._.v -.'-v ,., .+•..::.·.!:1···.J....,.13. ,_, ~ .... a .. • J ) . 

Minneapolis and Sairrt Paul that~ 

"o ,/rhe hj_st~1ry of' mode?":r1 arcl1.i:te1::ture indicat~~s that l'i ls a 
fault", to supply tht:> place o:f the artifie.ial (~he~lr of an h) .. s ... 
tor.ica.1 style{. It is more feei.sible to -t;ame e:tttll'Je~:·anot?IS tha ... Y'! 
to create a soul. under ribs of death~ 'rhe eman.clpation "f 
Amer.lean a:r·chi tec·ture is thus ultima:tely nh:ire hopef1:tl "than. !i.f 
it were put unde1" academi<.~ bonds t,Q keep the peace" It may be~ 
freely admi t·ted that many o:f .i:ts m&.nif'esta tio:n 8.1"'(!: l"l.{st :ft:r".' 'the 
present; ~1oytms ~; lm.t grievous »;.;But,, there are amorw ·the ~ritan·-· 
cdpated pra<~ti. tloners <':Jf F.trr:;h.i tectm:-e in the West maxi ·~·{i'H::> ha.v0 
shovm that tha:y can use their liberty wise1yL' and w·hcse w©:dr 
can be hai1ed.)9as among· the hopeful beginnings o:f a. nF-xti·:cin.a.1 
arehit:ecture., ,,.i 

• V~j.t? d t 1r • d f' • ·- ' . ' .. ' .. An ::\mer1cai-1.1 advance . ·He l. ea o_ s1mp:t:1 .. c1 ~cv- as a ·1.ru·~c.ue in 
" 

to Ala .. n Brooks&• J•did more than ai;..y American to popularize the .brts and. 

Crafts movement. ~· 1-l·@tickley~) a Wisct,,1·1sjJ1 man:t.1fac:t·urer (1:f hand·-·.·m&.de fur,, 
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si,.he:rnep and t;he 1ru1.dse-apeo41 Like William Morria and like Richardson(j 

Stickley als<:· hoped that the structur·e oi' a building would be h1~i:..i.ar:rtly 

revealed and ~rpressed, 

lVfrs ~ Lt·.ur-a matlai!.~k Wisman who lives in a Grinnell shingle style 

house at 1510 F~ ·.st Street which was built in 1910 from plans designed 

by her father r.eealls that a.s she was gro'li11'ing up a boolr.. o:f Stickley~s 

house plans wa.s always around the house and suggests that ~~hiwr 1)'i)!;,i1J,c ·~~1.$.~{ 

have provided in3pir.a"'\;ion for. their horn~ o Indeed l' this home f;1. ts the 

abtr.:t:e mentioned ('.hara~~terist:ics of the Grai'stman. type home of Stickl1.';y c 

Rather than the rn:ire common wallpapered interior wi "th heavily varnished. 

rrold oak trl.me in the Matlack house materials v~:uch as waxed oak and 

rou!2'h bric:ks ha,re 1ieen used in a s·traightfr)r.ward way(} i.n the manner of 

the arts a .. nd crafts moveme:nt ~ r.rhe bronze lip-ht f lxtures of p.-e1:;metr:l.c.; 

design are comparable to a few whii.,;h remain in Steiner Hall at the col·~, 

1.ep-e and the fine q·1a1ity woods~. · -·yellow pine 0 red oak,. !;;·;ypress 9 and 

bir«.:~h·~,.~are not e1.ab')ra:tely r;arved J I,ike many other homes built 5.n the 

same era. 0 (for example r the B ~S. Riclcer a.nd Jess Fellows homes in Gr.inrn~.11) 

the Matlaek he..:n>..SE! has two s1.eepinp.· porches" In this era. sleepj_11g w:'.i .. th 

abundant fresh air Jn ·the room was considered to be beneficial ttJ tme t t"J 

heal t.h o 4·2 

Other Grinnell homes with shingle sidini2'. can he ~ompa.red to t:hi~ 

Matlack home c Some of these homes such as the half shin.~le:i half 1~1hite 

clapboard house at 1326 Broad are more clearly modi:fi.ed Queen Anne ver--

· "' · l h · '! t ,. ':i'he xm.e and a half story sh5.n"_ le house at s:i.ons or ·i; ·1e s .:i.nv. .. e s ·y.t.e.. c-

1415 Park Street is a bungalow~, the likes of which can also be .found in 

stucco() and in white cl.a.pbc>ard ( 1507 West Street) t· and even with a. stoni?. 

facade ( 603 W~ist Street) e T..1arp:er rend::Ltions of the shin~tle style are 



world u arid ). ts arc hi teie:ts attempted t 1J create a new cc1t'ta@'e an.d sub~ 

urhan refu{!"e Q w 4 3 Frartk Lloyd Wri~~J1t:) ''Nhti was exposed t.o domestic ar'~' 
chitecture by wttrl\:inr- in the t~ffic~e of Joseph Silsbee{ who is k:novm f'ox· 

:r, 12 

having- broup.'ht the shing-le :style to Chica/to) in 188? 'became the ri:ngleade·c 

of what became? l'"1.r1own as the Prairie Sche-.w1'1fi·:~~ lived from 1900 to 1917 

in the m:'i.dvu~sto Prai:r·ie style arch:l.teets also created homes as refuges 

from 'the industrial world and0 like Gustav Stickle;,y;. the;y- liked to add }1a(td·~ 

crafted touches to their houses~ such as leaded glass~ inl.a.id tile work;, 

and custom desif,'ned fUrni-turer. all simple aY>.d not dire~tly imitative ct 

the Prair:i.e Sf:'1.hool., In htlmes such as the stucco and wood. one at 132? 

lines with breaks in. the horizontal Pl"Ovided by mulli<;;ns rr piers and 

blocks 1;)f' windows 'J Prec.:u:rn a.ng,ular lines cm the exterior co:cresp{.md 

spatial. relationships i:n domestic desip.-n so as to create a:tnwspheret~ (;f 

openness was ca.r:d.ed over into Prairie style homes:; altheiugh. 1 .. u.nJi.ke::i 

advances in building technolOflY0 

he wm1 filn i.nterna:t1.ona1 ~.:;ompetitit<m to desia:n 'the :::apit;al of JtustraJJ.a 
" 

and left the Uni tecl. States 1.11 1912 wi:th his wi~ Marion r!iahoney Grlf:E'12:11 r; 



the Ricker house :'Ln 19111; the Clarke Fountain in 1912 (which was at th\'!! 

si.te 1;')f the present Veterans 0 Memorial B'l.:i.:i.ldin? i1'l Cen:tra.1 Park) and 

a projected scheme for the re~subdiv:'i.sior1 of what is 1'.:riown as Janey~s 

addition. to Grinnell which is the area. arotmd and north of Melf'ill Ps:rk"' 

Gri:.l'f'in ° s scheme for the r-esubdi visicm tif this arG?a was 1:-efered. 
of 1912 

to as the Clarlr..esuhdj.visioriv Aecording to h.is planJ. the lots we1"'e n«:>t 

to be rec ta.ngula:r. or square but determined by the na.ture of the terrain c· 

Th.is plan would have increased the number of lots in the subdiv:isiem fron 

fif'ty., .. seven to •:,ixty=six and would have made the p1'.·operty mc;re interestinv 

to a. real estate man as well as adding- to the aesthetlc att1 .. air:tir:ms of 
44 

the area by saviI'l/2' the re..lling disposlt3.on of the t;erra.in c The Ricker 

house 0 borderin~: ·the subdbrision was ttJ he joiri.ed b;f ot;~1e:r houses de~Sl?TI··::i.' 

to fit .int~' the lai1dsc~ape~··,.,.the plat whi~~h Griffin drew to .illust;rai;e 

the proposed subdivisions of lots .included houses which were plans {if 

those which he had a.ctuall;y· erected elsewhere and were intended to illus. 

'trat:e the scale of the pla.t. 45 ':Phe proposed scheme was 'i.macoepta'ble to 

the tr;wn §!•r>vernin.~· (1fficia.ls whf.:) were a.et:ustom.ed to Grinneli square""lcrt 

In 1912 rr Griffin designed ·the Dr, E o W c Cla.rlte Mero<Jrial F{JU.ntairi 

whieh was built of the nor·thwisst corn<'H'' t~f Central Park~ 1l1his fountain 

was most unusual in mi.d'·"Amer:l.ea of 1912 ... ?-·geonietric(j almos·t cubd.s'tie: ir1 

fq;r·m 0 it was illU1ni11ated at nifh't an.d sur:r·ounded by an informal gardem. 

<Vf exo"t:tc an.cl C(.Jmmon plants c the planting of which v1a.s spe,~ified in ·the 

plans fer 'the founta.in., 46 

The Be11jamil'l J., R.it:":ker House was tme of the last hm>.ses in Amer~-



fin us striDnges t attempt to break with his training under Frank J..Jle:iyd Wright; .... 

as evinced by his use of heiav·y compact :for-ms and the gable r";)l.Jf~? Col"l.Vff!:'."Selyc 

James Birrell!) an AuatraJ.ian biographer of Griffin r; c::omments that w.i th t.h:i.s 

house!) Griffin is "'perhaps "the ie;losest he ever came t£:< Wright,, Althouch 

the main. block is nearly symmet:ri.calt' the pavi11.ion wings spread rtlf.J>re :freely 
Lj,3 

and more romantically than usual c. "f/l Spaciousness typifies the interiin; 

of the ht.:mse o A sense of openness is f<ound with the w:tnd1ows g:<touped ·to~· 

gether and w.i th eo·ve 15,,ghting concealed in square ty·cughs where the wall 

and the ee:i.l:ing meet~ Bui.l t in cabin®ts and boolrshelv·es with ~r11amenta1 

leaded glass recall aspects of 3'.t.ickle~r;! the craftsman i.deal ru.1d the arts 

and crafts movemento 

Most elien·ts of Prairie School archi 'tects such as Fr~m:k Lloyd 

Wr:i.ght and Walter :Burley Griffin were average ~ nrJ '~; extremely wealthy m i::' 

hiie·hly educated rnidwesterners ~) Griffin 11 s el:l.e:nt in Grinnell v :ILJ o Ri(;;k8X" v 

Manufacturers" As Alan Brooks notes 0 

,, "a the average i;li.e:mt of a. Prairie style a.rchi tect was largely 
unaware of wha..t he was getting in terms of architecture c He 
accepted the design at faee val'!.:ie because it: e:>.'l?rt::ssed values 
which were reasonable and practi~al a:n.d because it related "to 
tH!lrtain quali·ties which soi:dety than held deari) e'\re:n thl!.)u.gh the 
design w~B differ~mt from prevailing standards t':i f archi t ec t;u.ral 
taste"~,, 

A Gri1mell heme of' ·th.e same era whi ch would have 'been mor e .in 

accordance with those prevail.ili.g !i,rt1a11dards of a.rchl teit.;t ur al taste :is 

further up elegant north Broad at number 1527 v ~Phis home wa.s built b;.y 



P~l5 

resembles adobe ~nd suggests a Spa.nish influence;) this lmmrliW,S man~, 

sion is mox·e similar to an English ma.i'l.Ol"' house with Tudor aspects es~ 

pecially in the interior- decoratton . ., The house is huge and plam1ad 

aceordingly-.. ,exuding a sense of spaciousri.ess and openness suggestive 

of Nor.man Shaw us Queen. Anne living halls ~ .. nd Richards on ° s opening up 
51 

of living spaces o In the billiard room on the second fJ.oor 0 an imic, 

ta ti on half =timbered effect is i;;reated with Scottish plaid cl•~th used 

as wallpaper between imitation timbersr. of the same exotic wood as the 

custom desi~ed pool table" cue closets a1'ld fireplace mantel. Other 

aspects of the house!' such as the simple leaded glass do.Drs ::m.d the 

emphasis on horizontal li:nesfl suggest the Prairie stylec The exterior 

of the house is harmoniously related to its level site by the horizontal 

line of the f-!'arden wall which extends from the douse to the south edge 

of the yri;.rd 0 is det•tJrated with a once operable fountain on a patio ex~ 

tendinf. out from the sun porch,, Until 'the college purchased the house 

in the 1930 ~· s {) the southwest part of the h<.ru.se was the garag€ti in whif:;h 

Ol'.':'i.f."inally Mrs" J:o""ellows would wt:ore her electrlc car whi.c:h tf.:iol). her 

around town at about 15 miles per hour" 

Of ·tht:; same vintage.: yet more tradi t;i<enal tha."1 either the 

Jess Fello1;-.rs house or the B oJ., Ricker house i.s Grinnell House 0 at 1011 
d fj h fV 1-+ ,-,.;:: 

~Park Streetf1 built in 1917 for President t;eor~ i!-., Main and his family Q 

Grinnell House was desif!11ed by W .. H .. Brainerd and Leeds of Massa(;;husetts 

and financed by contributions from friends of the eollege'""·,.,costing 

56eOOO dollars to build~ The house is of formal colonial Georf-ian. 

stylec bt1th inside and out 11 from the derie columns and fan wiridoVi 

~~lii~i'.'. of the front (east) entrance to its hip roof and the arch with the 

keystone over the palladian window on the second f1tmr 01'1 the WE:S""c ele-' 

vation,. Very ~·u~r·~~rious :for the to-vm o:f Grinnell when 5.t Wal;; 't:ru5J:t,) and 
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Main who was sl.x feet fi'lfe inches in he.i.ght·i) w five fireplaces 0 and 'the 

rounded con$ervatory0 whieh Mrs" Main. used as a greenhe'.n.me., 52 If elegant 0 

the h~:mse hardly represents any new trend i:n modem arch.i teetureo 

Thus 0 fr~m the 11::rude Lo:t1g Home of 1854, .• which r·esembled a c.c;>rn 

crib 0 to an elegant Georgian mru1si.on of 191? & a plethora @f styles have 

been t~yed. with by home builders in Gr.:1lme11 c In wandering through newer 

neighborhoods of Grinnell. in 1976 it is clear that a great diversity ~f 

1;tyles are still being experimented with~ many of which are based on 

historl.cal antecedents., Where S,,n the se~ond half of the nineteerrth Clen-,, 

tury a prospective h~·me builder ir1 Grinnell might design house plans 

based o-n inspira:ti.ona draWTl. from style books or might; send in fc1r a 

house plan from a pattern boeku the homebuilder of today is mr,}st apt to 

phone a local building company& arrange to visit a few model homes 0 selet~t 

oner;, and pay to have its prec,:f'abrieated identical twin c:ons't1"Ueted in 

no time at all o Indeed 0 if it seems ludicrous that homes bull t lr1 ©entraJ. 

Iowa in the nineteenth cemtu:ry were attired with Greeko medienral and 

renaissance dressings with imaginative lo~al to'Ul.cheso it is regrettable 

that American h~me builders of 1976 construct stan.dardizedr; prefa.briQated 

homes so that new neig:hb(llrhoods.of Grinnell doubtlessly resemble those <Of 

Ga.inesvi.lle as much as .,.those of Gilman~ 
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Alan Gowanr~ r: 
1964,j Po 16c 

J?OO'J'NOrrES 

(Philadelphias 

Mrs,, William Laymlllerv .. Ea:t."'ly Gri.nnel} Buildin~s r.., Grinnell Herald= 
.R~.fi~!:er(1 26 AU.F£oc 1954v ----

Compare the J ~ B"' Grin.nell house with that illustrated in plate LVI w 
p., 109 of America11~.Ren.gissa~..se by J ,,w ~ Dow (i'fow York~ Comstock),, 1904" 
Alsoo one may c;clmpare what now remains of the J .BnGrinnell house 
with a picture of :it in its flory in A,,T,, Andrewcs Illustrated His= 
,!'ox:i~:t. Aj;;J~s _o.t~ the state qf_J_:!,1!;1.§;D ( Chic:ar-o: Lalrns-idePressTv 1S75., 

For example 1• Gowan es smeme of three phases of Vii::;torian archi tecure 
has li tt.le meaninfr if' a.ppl.ied to the ar~hi ·tectu.re of Grinnell without 
discardinF his association of particular styles with fixed time periodso 
See Goawanso Imapes_of Arr12.ric~D Po 28?--JJ9., 

Henry Hamil ton belierved that the Long House was '.O·rlginall.y eighteen 
fee~: squareo See 1}ami1ton°s .~~oric~l. ~k~hs. !. ch!,E!~.l!L the 
Q..~Q..ll:_Of .• Qrl!!n!!!o {Q.:r_l.lJ.!!~ll. 1~a~ID11 l"'S92i; Po 5,, Charles 
Fa Payne describes the Lnn~House as ha.vi.rw been 16~ by. 14ow See Payne 0 s 
~Tos iah Bushnell Grinnell fl (Iowa C:l ty & Stat;e Historical Society of 
Iowa) (1=T9j"B p ~ 3l.f:'" J nB E; -Gr.innell describes it in his Men and Events 
S>f F_or!_y__Y~~~ (Bostri:>ns D ~ Lothrop)u 1891 p., 99£> as being 'TI)u by.'S'0°o 

1L Hamiltono A~rlcal. Skelti::hi .!3--.£til!;,-e.:,~r_ in t!}~ist:ory of 
Qrl.nnellv (Grinnell Herala;-;-1892 o p., 5" 

Histo,rx._!)f Poweehie~ C~r. (Des Miines 1 Uri.ion Historical Co.) i; 
IB130o p ... 5230 

10 a .Grinne!l Herald@ 15 Oc't., v 1929 o 

11., EoS~ B:.::.·rtlette Ear~__£!i;y~in Grinnell 9 written for DoAQR dedication 
of site of the first house in Grinne11 0 28 Auf!.,,v 1914\1 

12 o J_!Asi?_ory_ otJ: .. oweshiek Count.YD p " 526 c 

13p Payne 0 Pr. 46v 

:i4, n Ib. . 
,1. •• id q P~ 410 

15 o For a descripti.on o:f l(..lf cabins and sod h'i.rts of early Iowa pioneersv 
see !~~ Pal~~ses_!0 Decu 19310 Nov 120 

1~" Faynei; p e l~2 <, 

17" 9r~ll _Here.lg,o 10 O;t:;t H 1922" 

18.. griri.ne~~'!@ 12 Sept,. P 19:33 0 



'' 

"' .{~ {:, .... 0 

21 o G::.~wans 0 p " 16 u 

22,. 

,J"" Burchard and A. ;J11~\~:h.~B1"own1: The Architecture of America (Boston. s 
Little" Brown and C1)o)r1 1961~ p-;-~--------h·--

2.4·o AL. J" DownJ.ng(I ~rchiteetg£!L,2~ (N .. Y.s Di:.rve:r.)i;l969e1 
p, 270" :fi.rst published in 1S'50 by D,, Appleton and Cr.J•. 

. '' ~-

'4 ) " 

See fiFures 18 0 29u 1)8 in Downing 0 s The f..!!:~12.~i:~r~...2.f......92Qrr!r.,Y P~~" 

:Oovrn.inp v p" 26 3 c 

Co Matlack Price 0 Pa 176Q 

Se?e the photo~raph •:m P~ 16.511 plate XCII c1f ~?.n. Ren~~l~r' J .w a 

Dow" {Na Y ., s Comstock) 1i 1904,, 

Calvert Vaux11 ~~~QQ.:~~~,ges~" (N.,Y ~ i Dtnrer) ~, 19?9),, reprint eif 
secwnd editlon a.s published by Harper arru1 Bros~ r,, 1864~ Compare Vaux 0 s 
SbltCh on p n 24li with the front elevat:l.on of the Cooper house" 

1-rinc~ent J., Seully u ~71g~iL§.:£Il!(I (New Haven~ '(:~le U11i v ,, Press) 0 

19550 '.Pr. 8" 

J8, See! Vincent Scully[') T.h~L Shi.z:£L~ .. .§~1!~ 

·19 ~ f/h:;rrtfornery Sdruyler in lli!_r:per.§.r.' Oct P. 1891 .. ,=repri:r?t(:ld in A~~~~~ . 
t-rt;!;i:i~t.~Ct!!,t.;j.. . .§!:~t~er Wr:i tl:~.-~.~2~e·t:t1 \ Camb.r·idp~ ~ Harvard} o 
LW>.J. 0 vr.>''1 o l., p., )2 t .,. '.)21r: 

i~00 Ha Allen Brooks 0 The Prairie Sahoclo (T0ronto1 UnivD of Toronto) ff 1972P 
pc 20 ~ ---· -----··--··-



F•:\f'·•··r"""{·fi's ( f~.o:·. n·~:.->_ •. ·n·p'-'d )' ;:_,~.~~~~~.. ~ - ,.., V\U 

42, Brookai p. 74. 

.50' 

For a p1.i::t·m~·e ©f the ClarkC! f0untai:ni~ see p" 66 of Wa1te~_.J.tl!.:.1"'~:.'!rt: . 
Q~o by ,James Bi.rrell, (Que+;:ns1a:r1d~ Un:lv" c,f Quiee:n~l~:ndf0 19f14,, 
( .. ~he plans for· the {rarden arc.mnxJ the fourrt8.ln are ir1 T,he .~!!.2s:·!:<1?._:r~r_~ 
Architect~ AugM.1913. 
~-------· . 
Brooks"' p. 2)8., 

Birrell I) :p ,, 66 ,, 

r.I'his idr~a. was presented by Wayr1e Andrews i.r1 a lecture O):t ?x·i::1.nk I.,L1:;1 d 
W'.t"il!ht at Gr:trmel.1 Cr:.J11.ege 0 Ay.n:-il 1 ,, 19?6,. 

Brot0ks o p .-; 2 5 c 

~l'he interhn:· of ·the Fe:n.ZJws !wuse rmsembleB that; of Ri·,::<hurds·:m" ~; 
Watts Sherman h~use i.:n Newport,. R.Iqi bu:llt in 1874. 

'l'he blueprints of the house are kept at the Grinnell. Col1af.'.·i:; Phys.Lt El 
Plari:t" 



1) Lncatim.'U 904 East St:r.eet date of f.;c;mstJ~·uetion a 
l'H".'.if"1 i:nal ,ywner and 1m.i1der: Dr~ 'Fhomas Holyoke summer 189+ a 

i~~urrent owner: Mrs,, Ellen Olson.,, 

in:forrna:tion about hou.se i Now a two story we.11-,lrnpt white clapboard 
frame house~ one must assume that -this house has changed markedly 
sinc:e 185l~. Orlgi.nally it was a. one room house whi~;h Holyoke bullt; 
fc1r his wife a.f·ter they ha.d spent several months living i.n a shanty 
which was at the si.te of -Che Cooper House ( 436 E~st S"'t.) a1id :p:rovi''' 
ded sh el te:r v1hile the Long home was beinp:- huil t ~ Ir1 1880 i; 'th.~,1s h~use 
is labeled the ~'first fra.me house iii Grinn~1ll~ tt2 L.ilce in ~ther p.io"'' 
neer homes r quilts ~,11rere used ~.s J'.'\:iOm dl.Yiders ri hung from the ceiling,) 
The front porch with its ~trthic latticeworlc icg clearly a later addi= 
tion,. It was said that Holyoke was extra;rag:an:t as he used white 
walnu~\fo~ his finishing lu~"t>er~' In 1880 ~.Mrs(<' ~"lyolce sti.11 lived c: 
there ifl •'the elegant home planned and bu1J.t by ner lamented husband a •u 

information about builder and f)rig:tnal residents i Dt•,, 1.r. Ho~FQ!ke {b~ 
'.3/16/1818 :ln Brewer~Me,,~ d,, 2/10/187? in Grinnellfi Ia~) was educated 
a:t: Bangor Seminary and Harvard., came to Grinnell af'ter. pr·a.cticing 
5 years at Searspor't 19 Me Q was one of the original s e·ttlers of the 
tc1wn with J ,B,. Grinnellil Hamlinl'l and Hamilton~ Until his serviciers as a. 
doctor were i1eeded full0=-·time~ he served as ·~ounty sur·<teyor 0 layin.g 
cnrt the t.ownc sertred as director of Iowa State Agricu.1;tura1 Collegee 
as a trustee o::f Iowa Colleget; as a member of' the Stai';e legisla:ture" 
and as a. professor of chennistry r- phy-siology,, and agrioul ture in ·the 
fi:rst years of' the college·~.,,, a, man (;)f many t:a1ents ;; His wife@ Nancy 
Clark Holyoke ma1Tied him ln Oct, r:.1849 and ·t11ras one of the first women 
to arrive in Grinnell 1r with Mrs~ Amos Bbfby., 

Footnotes (which indicate the sources): 
1 o Grinnell Herald·~HeP'ister 8/26/195'+ 
2., l 0 Hist of Pow,, Co1i~{i\} Pe 526., 

'

" Grinnelf iL::w:-;~·'"S72b754 .. 
--.------ 4' •· i:. i 'Ir ,, Pay-fle 0 ~~£;_!,!neliv) p,. ··~ .L 

2) Locati.ont 920 East Street ( l'!Crane 0 -Jami.se11 
Or.i~inal owner t unlmow1·1 House~') 
Owner from 1859 on·0 -1Vlrs Q Julia Crane~ 
Current ownerit Bernard Schmitz 

Note i these abbrevi·"' 
a·cioi1Sii1"e explained at 
the en.d 1:'.lf this section~ 

info c about house a This large two~0 story white frame house is toped 
wi.th a whimsical cupola., To be noted are '.l ts t-wo euriously diff­
erent chimneys" An early phl;))t;ograph t1f the house in the posesslon 
of ..Ta.mes MeNa.lly shows that at one time- the house had shutters. 
Nowi; the shutters remail"i cm.ly "l1'1. one second floor window ~ The 
garage winf of the house was added latero 

i.nfoQ about early residents' Mrs Jul:i.a Crs..ne 0 widow 1tJf' a mission2ry 
to India ea.me to Grinnell a.11d bout:ht this house in 1859 ~ Her two 
daurr.htersc Miss Emily Grane and Mrs. Suli.a ~amison lived there 

-1, .,. h "" th M J· 1" J · •. ,., t'· Jl18 1'18"l"7)~-'"' rr:.d ,,. af ce.1. , er uea "' i rs, . u 1a am1sm1 \ o.,, .. , .. / - .; . J,..J,:~ ~ . cne 
qtdet lovely life of a woman of' high and cultur~d. ideals u· •• acccn:·= 
d:lng to her etb.ituary n.otlce in the Herald of'l/23/191?" She lived 
tn this house un·til her des.th 1, :neve:.c .installing mc)ciern convenien1;.et:: 
until a few years before her death .. , (source~ Herald of 8/26/S1~· ,. 



)} Locations: 
lst~built at a site near the northeast 

corner of Park and )rd Avev 
Now=720=722 Broad Street~ 

Original owne:r.i J .. B~ Grinnell 
Curre:rit owner and landlord r W $G ~ Eyestone 

date 8 1855 (north piu:· 

information about house 11 The first part of the hi0use to be bull t war.; 
what is now the north part~ It was built of lumber haulf#d from Mus,. 
ca tine after ·two previous loads which Grinnell had hauled to the 
town had been used in other house building and some of jt burnedc 
In 18550 the house was a shelter with partitions and a ladd~:r. l®ad-~ 
in~ to a lofto Gradually the interior was fUrnished and in 1857 
an addition was bull t., A third addition was ma.de later!) th~ datG.~ 
of whic:h I did not find., An illustration of the house in 1L/l'., An-~ 
drewus Illustrated Histor·S,cal Atl.i,1~J of the State of Iowa!) 1875 9 

( Chica{!otLakesld"ePressl-:--:rpal~Uie' In s·tawart 
Library also portrays the h@-u.se in. i·ts more glorious days 0 wlth 
its cupola and porticoso With the building of th® Monroe hotel 
on the front la.wn. 0 some Qf ·th® o:rig.inal splendor disappeared o 

Information about reeiden·ts i J .,BoGrinnell a.nd his w.ife Juli.a A., Chapin 
Grinr1ell often entertained guests ln their elegruit homer. in~ludir.-i.._s 
..Tohn Brown wh.(1 supposedly stopped in Gri.nnell as pa:r.t of an tmd.er ..... 
pround railrcad.venturef!) and Horace Greeleyll>t) and Henry Ward B®aQ!hsr 
who was said to hav·e planted an elm . tree in the yard which S\.lJJ'.''irived 
until a storm in about 1950,, JlbBv· nrinnell lived here untll his 
death in 1.891.. )~~hile the Grinnells lived there 0 according ttl Mrs~ 
E.H., Dunham ·(Grinnell H~rald-Re~ister of' AUg~ 26() 1954)e ~ialways 
there were people Yis i ting==all welcome w blaclc or white i; '~ Yet o wo'"' 
men ~eats were sheltered in Reid~s Hotel behind barieaded doors& 
a~cording to M?·a oi WM" Layml.11 er (Her,, .., Reg Q o:f Aug" 2 6 0 19 54) c 

Sources s 
1) lf.f:'.C'.,._~eg.,=8/26/195~· 
2) ~ster~ 3/2/1914 
3) G!·:rinell-..,A C~n_w.~r_)::r~og~- by Hero~:E.!g4 I} 1954a 
4) J .. B<!Grii~neif; M_en_and mn~.J: F~rt,L~v 1891 

4) Location~ 1025 First Avenue datei 1856 
Original owner and builder: Sumner Bixby 
2nd ~1wner·~f:r:·@m 1882 to mid"'"·l950()S==·t11wned by Wheeler family 
)rd and current owner=Ja.mes Miller 

==~Information about the house.=·.,This simple house wa.s built aecording 
to Mrsc Bixby@s desire that it be a duplicate of the one they left 
in Maine o Due ·to the shortage of firewood on the prairie£~ the f.iY•e,.., 
places were 0 dummiesll as steves required less fuel (J~::er.,..,,Reg" 8/26/1954) 
In the 19.50 Ifs when James Miller purchased ·the h~use it was m<:l\\~3h as 
it would have been like in its early years & with a ei.ster'll. pump in 
'the ki tchenw a gravity fed wa:ter system with the ta.11k in the a:ttlc and 
diri; floor in 'the basement,, When Miller moved in the ·chr·ee fireplaces 
were ±"unet:io:nal bu·?: had no flues S(;I that heating ·the house Wl9.S in.~red=· 
ibl!tl difficult". Because of a fire in about 1969 which eat11sed '7000 
dollars and. beeause of a desire for m(;ldernizatif.mt) ·the house ha~ been 
redone o:n ·the in:terit'llro In rebuilding the in·terio:t:\i Miller diae:o'\rered 
its black ~i'~J.mAt fra..me as well as mariy· ar·tifaetei left hy the Whee1e:r0 

fam5-1y e He has repla©ed all the t1;r1.giru11. hardwa.:t•e and now regr·ets h<?J..''td.:n 
d~rH~~ sci but s~.:ld 'hill! did~:1 n t :\'."EN<tlize the vci.lue of su.(;h old th~Lrws 



"' :'.~.>.;, _~~--~-·~·~ ·; ··~~~~:"~~~~:;;;-·;.}.-.,;, .:.:~·1:·-· ;.:~;·~ ~ ,.,~,,: -·~:;;-.::;:.,,:· ;:·;.;:~~:;. ;., ~~:~:~;: ;i ·--:;1-1 ~y -~:.;~y-1-·-i~- ·:;.h ~-~---
Vl .S':"~4-> ..... <t-~""'·i '{-.-..~ -~ ,,{'..t'$.t .. \1,4-\-.. 'O~'-· ~.AJ!:'.O&"~ .[,~f.'.!li!.~LrJ~ .!iJ!.1~~ . .. ,t·~ l~.}...n ls .... t.. . ...i:.. ~A .'G vv .... ,.. ... . ~ bGo"~ ,J.~ 

J1rnJ!'.:H">,·. A ~"1(:'Jll'i.1: 1r.JL H'.L~;·'by filJ.'."riv·ed. ln Niay-... 1856 an.:l plan·t;ed e-:1.m t'.t.>i';)'~S 
(~~:.:t f;b.tr2! l.tJ.~~ fu(~ "~~11~.l-t t;:h .. ~:~f ·tJ «~?J..Ld ·pr4 f~'f:~:i.cie ::t<tPJf:(~~ t~r~laj~ ,,iL:.d. ai.:sr:ne :tJ~ .1: .. ·-~~·N ~cd ~, 
In ·the sring ~f 18620 the s·mnnez" and. Am.cs Bixby fam.illes 0 wi·th many 
'l:ri;hera r1 left by ~x i;eam an.d covered wagt)ns for Colorado., The Sum."'ler 
Bl:r.:by family returned f('J1Ur years 1~.ter o J.n. either 'the v,·vinter of 1862 
or 18630 f.cmr families shared the: housec Sumner Bixby died 10/30/ 
18?8 at age ?3e 

Vari~ua members of the Wheele1" fam.ily lived in the hause frcm 
1882 to the mid=1950 °s <'.! ' ·~hi~;n James Mi11.tJr0 the eu.rrsnt t)WT.1.er of the 
house was doi.ng some remodeling ·work ln -the 197o~s 1~ he disccvered 
some books written by W =-H~ Wheeleio" 1J:'he fil"$t book~ published in 1896 
by the "'10:ffif;e of the Bet-tar Waylli and printed at the Herald. of:fic.e in 
G:r·lnnsll is titled .}!!_e .. J3e1i!!_l~.~.Y.-::.£~.r.= _L,!!!.Ol'lS in Trumessfii~isdom and 
b!?Y~.-!.Jl~lt.~~f msir@I!. ,Helps !.'..?I.J~@menta Of-Nie'[ aricl"fitt e secowiD 
revi.sed and enlarged editionc I e~qu©ting frlt)m a part 
of the index t~ the Better Wayn Folly== 

(from Pe 100) Well Meant Foll.yp 29n9e~rtco 
Belng A Fool0 or Being Called One~ 

Foreign Relation~ Po 80 
Foreman and Par·tnero {;" .,10 t2 
l"orege'tting" I) " " .. " ,, (fy'eeti()n J8 
For.nication=-See Sexual sinso 
Forwardness ..... -~ 

Thrusting One 0s Self Forward-009lg1 
Forwa:t~dness in St"Udy--Dangers of o .. <> 

In ·t;he :preface to "the w~rks W a· H~, Wheeler notes that people ~an sub"" 
s~ribe to t:he 'a'li·ttle mon.tiy paper called The :R\et.,.cer W-s.:y0' f.o:e- 1;wenty 
cents a year in North A...rnerica and a:t other rates for elsewhere in the 
Wf)rldo W .. HoWheelar~a father (b., in Maine i.n 1823) v.ras a missionar..r in. 
Ha.:erioot& Turkey for :forty yea.rs when hi.s son wrote a 'book in 1899 to 
~t}llli'!Hmaorate his life 11 This 'book was also publi.shed by the Better 
Way Pt.folir;h~t1'1g Company and was "titled ~~ortin Ci1,urch22 ""And= 
li'.~.-!.LP~~~~~~,lld }al t:ti.e L:t.f,,St_ana t4!a.C ings -2.Ll~~ Co 
H.'i:...JY~..JJ, o Another h:t .. '.t~ publ ~at!6i1was "A Pledge For the Friend.a 
of .. Tes1~s v t>1 \!Vhi(llh Christian worlte:r.-s around ·che \Vorld were t() sign and 
con,rince others ·t@ do likewise& eommiting themselves to llthe Better · 
Way, .. ~~ It w@uld be interesting to learn more about th:i.s family~, l.ri. 
Self~SUl.U?!~ Cht.u~h.es 0 W 0I-L~Wh0eler speaks of the Revo Benjamin 
iJ.1ap}Ji"n~who--lov®d~d'e'Voot young c () H !;) Wheeler in his Maine congrega tJ.on." 
I assume tha:i> ·this Rev.. Tappan is the same 'rappan who cai.rne to Grinnell 
.i.n June0 1856 en behalf cf 'the Congragaticnal Association of I<OWaD and 
commented thatu t"l find here ·wha1; I did n@t expect to fin.dip a Nevil' 
England cult'J>XlY'o as it were taken up by the roots and transplanted on 
the prairies of ItJWa., 61 (Pe 526u Hist •. of Powssh~ C1cnmtyD 18801 I won""' 
der if perhaps Tappan encouraged the Wheelers ta> settle in Gr1:nnello 

5) Locations 1002 Park Street~ nLawrence House~ datet 1856 
Original OW?i.er and bui.ld1\l:r: Levi. Pr- Gri1"1nell 
owner from l863 ... 1a7~j & Dr,, Reuben Sears 
ovme:i:- from 18Tl... te '? f He:mey I1awrence 
current; owner. i Grinrtell Colle~e (bequeathed to the ¢1illlege l)y ReY c 

Jamee L., HllL1) 
'""Info1"'mat.ion a.'bou"c the house g It i.s built of black walnut lumber cut 

by Capt c Natha.TJ.ial Clark and son in th(i~ir sawmill near Gr5ftnnell o 

'rhia h.~us0 exem.p1if1.es the New England home t:.ero.t.spla..nted to Iowa 
soil .., Arehi·te~tu:r.ally it: is p-ure 0 having: none of the eeleet;io 
1Jor:i;ow~ng .t:o-v .. :nrl: in1la:ter homes u In. Ne:v. p:n.gland fa~1~i0£10. the: orig= 
l.na . .t 11ome was sma . .J.. . ~ · . ,.'.\ .,. 0 .,~"'·""""" l""''t· addJ 1·ions were t.ons i..ru.~t~ iso allU. •;;. J.\A.<'~ •• I. <:J J<JL • " 



that i·t stretched almost to t.he ne1 longer ex:t;;;i.n"t b:~~r·:n v wh~~ch (ai:bx~©:i:'~~ 
d • t R J T t..t••iJ • ~h "l..Y ..• , ") ,..,3/191"7' 1~· f" " h"' ·1 1.nf, ·o l av~ . "Ll~ nl. .... - .:tn ·u e .:;&~~ .r.~/.J •• -·- I VJ'aS ·uhe .1.:r.·s·c s :u"l.g ..... e 
factory of Grinnell., 

Inform.a ti mi. about sorne of the resident;s t Levi Po Grinnell iP dotfl.'Tle cousin 
of J"" 13 n Grinnell a:nd prandfather of Grl.nnell Du.nham who ·.now .lives at 
N .. E., 9-th ru.1d Ann) was born in New Haven t}Ye:r·mt.mt and ceme to Grinnell in 
·the spring of 1856., When he arr:i.vedtt- he wanted to set·tle ~n a farm ·nut 
J oB .. Grinnell convinced to settle in town until 186j when he S•C1ld the 
house to Dro Rs Sears a11d bought the farm which is nor'fl'IT owned and farmed 
by Grinnell Dunham., Dr~ Reuben Sears is the pej:-son for whom Searsbor~ 
W2'.s named and was a vp&o:neer pysiclan and ra.ilroad en·thusiast{l w who ~mrwd 
the house from is63"".1873 when it was sold ·to Hen.ry Lawre:nce 11 tine of. ·the 
fh ... st settlers C)f -Che tc1ri.m. arid was a bank cashier s land agent;~, ±'armer~, 
pa:i:-·c of J ,.B .. Grinnell {ls railroad to Montezuma scheme and P>one t!)f Gri:nn"'" 
ell 0 s ·oest 'business me:no" Rev«, J., I, .. Hill was ·the son @f Rev" J "J ~ H.111 
who was a. member of the Iov1a. Band arid gave ·the first dollar to found. lo.wa 
College i.n Davenpcrt" Re·v" J oLe 1-1i11 spent his first night in P©owesh.iek 
County ln ·th.is house which he and his bro·ther~; Dr., Garshom Hille, purchase@ 
and gave to the schoolo Alon.g ~~;i'th. preaehi:ng in Grinnell@ J ~:L., Hill 
wc~rkad. as a tra"irell.i:ng leet:urer s.nd ~prunplateer until 1911., One of his 
hobbies was eollee"'cing relies and lnformation a.bout the religi©u:s histo:e·y 
of Iowa whic.11 he gave to the college" '11he house har~: served a::; f8.C!'ttl ·i:~r 
housing si:nee .li; was given to ·the eollege and it~ 11ow the Rush !WecUcal 
Stu.dents~ Hf;itH'H~~ 

Sources :r c(mversa"t:ion wi·th Mr~ an.d Mrf~ Grinnell Dtmham in ·their homerJ 
March 29& 19?6 a.!1~ April ll:i 19?6:- ~a.yne@ ;[ .. ;a_~ Q'.:rl!fil~.lfri . Hist a cf 
Powesh" Cou..vrty~ lti80c Heral.di; 2/13/.1.9l?t• Hera=Reg.,g S72t./1954., 

6) Location.: 1125 Fourth Ave0 dat;e; 1859 o:r 186o~s 
original owr1er and buildertt Raymond i~I., Kellog . 
current resident 11 I.a:t"'!'Y G" Hermanstorfer., As of AJ;:il~, 19?6r1 the hcm~o 

is for sale~. 
Information 8i.bt1!>ut h~us~H Aeco:r.ding: to an u:nde:ted article on file in. 

the Grinnell Room of Burlinf" J"'.iih~a.~y writ;·ten by Nielc Baldwin fen:· Et 
Des l\11;:>ines paper9 .. cha ht!mse was built 5 . .x1 l.859 ,, .Aceording to ·~;he 
Q.r!m.1ell. J!er~~f! of 10/1?/1929 ti :the house was built 1.n th~ 1860 •ts" 
For cmmnent em ·the !:''1.reh:i.:l~ectural style of the house S'tifi~ page 6 of 
the seotion @f this paper cm archi:teet-ural style" 

Informa;tlon ab~:mt ear·ly :residen.,i;s ~ rrhe Ezra G:ds1:nell frul'lll~· :us repCH"'= 
ted as ha-•J"ing lived here for a ·time in the 186o~s {Hera 10/15/1929) 
al though one of the early homes of Grirm.e11 is that of Ezra Grim1E!ll 
still at 608 lst0 which© according ·to Gr!'t.nnell Dunhe.m 5 is whe:t'e the 
Ezra Grtnnell fa.m:l.ly lived~. (Ezra Grinnell was a 'brother of ~r ~· B .. 
Grinnell)c AA·;cmrding -to the Hist., of Powesl'h .. County of 1880 (Pc 906,.,, 
907) Ra~rmond M~, Kello€!. (b.i ?/l5/1837·"'i\n.,Vi?:1t!•1%€:.!l:i:~:r~.~; die~l:·i:r..t 1900 in 
Gri:nnellp was ~ll'the widest :r.ea.d man ir1 ·thi.s v:le5 .. nit,y,,~ He :ts 1-i,st~Jd 
as having been a 'builder an.d architect i:r1 '!t1~)J'i1;)11m·~ fiut• sevf?t:ra.1 yea.rs 
before CGming to Grinnell in tTUnev 1855. We ©an infer b'.:.»th that he 
was a\;q_uainted. with New Engla.nd i::i..rchi t:ecture and 'thB."'l; he :r. .... e@eived 
no substru1:tial arehi tectu?'a1 "tralrdng other t;ha:r'l Jie:r·haps r~erv:inf- i:i.B 
... n a ..... p-~"'""'1~c,. If"'''" 0 '1.•'•,t> -l'~h~s .1.·~'\ ... 0""'ffi~"H01"' ~·r·•"'1'ld 'b~ r.<:>""'""'"1"·-~"!d- 'i'}·1;' ·v1i..1,,,, ., _,.J .. ,.!>..r .. ,_,. .. ,, t"J' .. i.."' • .!.-'C!.u.t,,. • ....,JW,>._W u·..'\.. \:..; .. a..., v ... ~...;J.. ,, __ f .. .1.J. ...... ~.~.J.J. ~i;uv.., .... v "'"'l~V.~\.'t.";: ."" ~-~ v:.i .. ,~\.V';,:;.\.l 

"-'a!T"'"'" tl"l1 'f"'i!>"""'""'d "'·l~·i 1·ri<::i. ";:"" f::Jl"VJ.':· v,::.''1-Jf'.lo- "~""l·}. ffi"'"''~r .. ~,.r.-.J.. ·(.;.h""' '"&S'.:;c·•.:.·"'"'e·r.~ ~ t::V.L - .. ... V'1.;--lir...f',J. ~;.' ~;'1,.oi].,A ... ~ ·vV ~ ..,.-..,!.J .. ;;,:.,,..,) Kl.vJ... ..... 'oioc, fJVi..Jl, \1 l c;<.J.\.(.)! "" V· W· .r;. _. ~ t ... ~.l,t."-l< l<H 

an~d ot.her bu.:i.ldings :l.n the tow·ti s.s well as se1".'Vi:ng as U, S , G4'.1llEHr:?tor 
• -~ l .. ~ ~ 't ~. 1 ,. ., .i-• ., ~ ·1 ., of R~~t'i!'em1e ii as a d;.1..J:·ec-to1'· o:i.· ~t; "! 0 l"ir~n; 1~;8..'l,J.ona .Ba.n.t~ o.L ht.'.., .. :nn.r.::.., . .t. r. as 

a chief j'uE:t5.ir~e <'.If Im"·aa. E~~;e:,, Marla Pa.rks Kell·ogf, his wi.fep W'8tS 'fJ"!1~ 

!f ~i~;~3st~~~ ~~~t==~~~~~~:~~~{!9:!~+-, r~~~::d1t: ~:~: ~~af ~;,, tKF,~, 



? ) Loca:i~~;..~:m ~ 436 :Ea.st Street d.a:te ~ 1860 ° s 
original mrner arid .-1z.uilder # Sarrrtliel F" Coop~r 
OW1°!er from 1895 (?) tl"J '? i . F~arit:,:. ·F., Almy 
now~ divided i:n"to apar·tments · 

Information ab~ut hoUS!';H See p.,1@ of architectural s"tyl.es se~ti~n 
of -Chis paper~ Although today the houss is n&A1ne too" .1.mp1 .. esslve 0 

in its day it was very el.ega.n"t;,, According to E "S ., Bartlet:t f11h'.) 
wrote a pamphlet f()r i:;he D ~A ,,Ra 0 1~Early Da;y·s in G:r.·innell 01 ) the 
pra:lrie behin.d ·the house was once ci burial grou:n.d ~ q~The fi~ea""i; death. 
in our p:rairie settlement we.s that of a M:r·., Ha.le(~ the aged father 
of Mrso D.t:.~aoon Bi:x.by 0 who 0 with hls wife(, had just arrived fr@m Meej>' 
BtYth M;r:., a;nd Mrs ~ Hale were buried there but both bod.las were la:te:e 
moved to Hazelwo-od Cemetery'{! 

Inft.,rmatiorr ab0rut• resi.da:trts i Sa.mu el F., C-t*O})€n:· { lr:i., 19 Dec<> 1826 il"1 St1U .1r~.<:·'"· 
bridge~ Mass. l.l d ~ 2/21/1908 in Grirrn.ell) gradua:ted f:i?@m Oberlin. ColJ. ~&'.'.e 
in 1851 arid came to Grinnell in 1855 with ~,the Oberlin Con·t5..ngent" ·-­
(Her.., 8/26/1954).; P:d.or to ·the Civil Waru, he practiced law in. G:ri.:n.nell 
and was the fi:r.s·t teacher at a new t;tt.JO s·tory school building which t'>'·e.s: 
at ·the site o:f' what is now the old high scheol in dewnto~J'?. G1"'inne11,, 
He enlisted in army during the war and became a ·colonel a.s well as · 
serving as Gollector of Irrternal Revenue and U ~ S" Comnd.ssl@:ner"' Re"' 
turnlng t@ G~i.1mell ln 1868'iJ he was "the publisher :.-:md edi i:@:t" <i;f the 
Herald fo:t' several yea:t•s;; From 18?6 to 1880 he se1"ved as t.he TJ ,,s., 
ccinsu! a.t Gl'sg@w after wl1ich he returned to his Grinnell mansionc 
::aa;;1( i:r1: G~1:tm1!11t~ Q{l0~e~_ 0.12~&'(~.::l''ti~L t..fi;1; rik);:;"'.a;h~;,;jr~1:D.~ n.~rti.:;m;il ~~t1k S..:n 
.-J!:-:>r)"~ • .,,"~ '•i,11.1/\':,.;..,,;..,._: z,i,,;i't ·P.'~7_,..c::r,;i. - '""'"''~);~.:t·'.ld-Jl;):n·.;.. __ ·: 1·i1' ,~.),,,_"Ji., ':'!f:\G()'l~ :!(:t..,,,. }'"'"l"e W"''-" 
~J...0/.J 'CA..z.~ ..:·~t' ... ~CA,.t\~'!.':'1'" .J ... i.J1i.w .t.'..-t.o.~t..- .~v ~- ~~..i.. ..... ..,._\ii''IJ ....... ~.,.... ....,..,,1:· \ -,.; .... •:. .... ,. •~l~ --~"l.4" \..;.\.Q 

sold to Frank F., Almy who tqas- head +'.\If the math a:l"l.d physics depar"'i; .... 
ment at the college for .-c.hir·ty.,..~nin.e year·s ,, Grinnell Dunham recalls 
that Prof., Almy wras ver.·y a.Jrmiable and Mrs., I .. aymiller notes "that; whea 
the Almys lived therer; the h10me ~nee again became a cul·rur.al cen""t::er 
in Grinnell (Her., 8/26/1954·)., 

Sources-·"' Paynee ~ 4B .. _..c'~..!llt1 Jiiert., ~:t~~,9,.9,,!!?ft~b· p~892"''89)e 
,0r:i11~U.~lJ.~, .. ,fL~u~y- o:C_E,t~~§.!!e p., 10 .. , 

8) Locations c oririnal-""'N •. E .. corner ~~ Main ,S."'Gree.PG Emd. 6th.i Dari;e:f , lat.~ ?~ 3 S 
Second and presen:t!i 611lJ' 6·i;h Ave.,(f;Jince l930Q's) ~ i'.lr ear.ly 186.J 0 s 

.,,==early res:tdent: Charles F v Spencer 
-~,=cwmed by t;he Christian Scierrtist Chtt~h s:lnce 10 June~ 19J2., 

Informa:t;ion abo;,,rt h~u:se~ For dese1"iptlo:n of the hom:H~ri sea p., 6~7 o±' 
section on arehit:ec"'Gural stylefl The e"~teri1.)r of tho house has n.ot 
been eha11ge:d since the Ch!'istia:n. Sc1.entists bought it ln June o:f 
19'.32 from ·the Independent Schoel District a:f' Grin:ttell~. HO'llifever1, 
shortly af'te:e· it was mo'ired the irrte:t:-:lor pa:r.ti tions were removed to 
create a hall f~:r 'i/JOrshlP" 

Ttnf orma:t 5-cm ::fb:r11.rt "the c,. F ,, Spencer family~ S:pence:r. settled .in Gr:t:nne11;. . 
in the wi:nt.(~r ~).f' 1856fl -~oming originally f~:-:'Om Saybrooko Conn,, (Be 6;61'2)~,) 
According t? the 1~~~1~.~9.~!;.mY.0> 188?. ~1e wa~ ~n.e .. ~f. the .. ~. ~·· 
lea.ding rrt:1.s111e.s.sme:n :t.11 GrinnellC'«=hav.1ng been 1t1 phe :IL·ug bu .. ,~ness W.J.. 1.~ 
Dr., Holy{:kfJ ur.rtll 1s~16{; 'l:i'rganizing the. ~i1'"'Bt Na:laonaJ.. ~~1.k. vn~l:;h ?,thm:-"Si 
in 1865{; and al'.:! a trC!a~'turer ~f Iowa.Col..Lege,,, Ir_1 add::i."G~o1;.fi °'1fle.2s a 

0 d c th i:>" • ;.-,,.·1·10· ck'lnl'!>lll W'"'"",.;i~ "'f- '"'UV"t~"~' iJ:~l-qr .. h warm fr:.ten: ~t.c · ... e ;you.'1.gli r;~·c.ei1g:J~"-·! 0 \$u.;. '"' ... .i:.-.t•:i ...., .. c:t' .... ..,~ "-·n·"', 

are like apples of gold in pie"'G'$.Ares tif ~.dlve!"<" (p,, ?:?.8~ Hi.~t~ of. PtJW") 
Sriurc~es a 1£H.:m·1fe#l'."Sai~i~n w:i:th Bet>tha S" Sherrm·m. a-t 'tY:.r;; Chr:u~t:tan :::;~;i.e:i:rt;:u:.n; 

l"'l:1·-:o.· .. -·)\j~'fi-~ re ....... , •. nf1'-} (/~) tit·<r··?(;, .... '.•.s_·1.· ... ·!.;}~i.· •. :,. r.·- ~_·1.::- -.o .. ".:_ ... 1¥-i •• :. ~_,:CJ11~r.~"~"~'.V'.-._. C',{;I .. e".f,·~1~ •. ·-~~e:r"!i~(.i:~~d. :;;~ fJ:f:' !.l~:'.b:tIJ: .:·;·p:,:;}1 .... 
• . .J '' j 'i_,{ J_ ( ,:, t!· :0 , ·, 1'•; .:" ' ~' :•: .J .. ' ,! :." • J, • _ • 'S V Y !J' ~... V :,> ~r ·- ~ __.. .. 



9) Locations~ 1st~ Sou\~h pa.rt of town ~'Mar-;oun Hm1se~· 
2nd e moved to 6th and Br~ad iri 1868 or .· ~ 69 6 

Jrd and presenta moved in J.899 to 1130 Summer s·t~ 

datei: 
pre=C.ivl1 

~-ovmed by Magoun when he became Prer~1ident of the college in J.86 5 who 
continued t;o live there a.:rte:r. his nineteen year term ended in 188'? ·o 

=now owned by Prof~ Gregory Gur~off o 

Information about the house e In the process of moving the house .. ';>"u)~;~ .. '.;;,1r~s 
portions of it have been lost., Now only the front of th.e house remains 
a.Yid the Porch h.as been removed t> Originally ti its gothic s 'tyle p@r•nh 
had colui1& with Victori.an gothi(} capi ta1.s o To be noted are the se·t"''iri. 
windows with trunc.'!a:ted points 0 the narrt~w windowpanes 9 and the broken 
roof lineo 

Informatio1i. a.bout Magcmn-:_ Rev., George Magoun (b,. 3/29/1821u !ath0 Meo= 
do 1/30/lliS96 in Gr·im1ell) ln addi "!;ion to being Presiden·t Gf the college 
for nineteen yea.rs 11 Ms.goun was a preach.er~ lec"'C""arer and wri°i;ero "In the 
breadth of his lntelligence and in his mental and m.«llral ~a.pa.ci 't•Yv Pres= 
ident Magoun ·was a vai~j."'c,able . Moses a.mong itiis Congregational brat;hreno °' 
(quote from ~" A.~ John~<m 11 s :fM J:i,rst Q.~t~~reg~..!!~~n 
I\Jlw&;:18~l;9lf·th published in 1945 by the Congregational Chr:isrt1a:rJ. Con""~ 
f erence of Iowa.11. p.. 22?.,) Magoun was very 5.nstrumental in the re'bulld:i.ng 
of the college a,fter the @yclone of' 1882" 

SOU!"~es g ~orrversation vii·th Kathez·ine Guroff G April 1 9 1976" The Scarlet 
and B~!i; o:f Novl'J 17& 1.972~ ~~11 Hara:~q==l0/15/19290 B.ir::rt~~r­
Pow~slls_ Couyrtxc; p., 913., 

10) Location: :ni~ East Street date$ summer of 1882 
~"original owner~ Henry Watters 
=residents from 1902 to 1911: J,, Meilrath al'ld family 
=present own.era Elsie Young 

Information c There is nothing par"tieularly remarkable about thiE: house 
other than ·the fact ·that it v;ras in the process of being built at the 
time of the ey~lone i.n J'ane 0 1882 and .Ui:urvived wi.th little damage o 

The reascm why I include i·t here is because Sara Mcilra:th Maurer took 
time :ln the 1960 \) s to write ~tJoti."~~:'.·the house as lt was when she wa;J 
growing up there ... ~from 1902 to 1911., The story9 which I fom1d in a 
box of assorted clippings and notes at the Grinnell Historical Museum9 

is wcrth telling in capsuled forrl) as 11 to a cer·l;ain extent.@ it; is t ;he. 
history · of house=It\~'.:(\iiJ.:r:~\·,i~a~1on:::1n Grin."'lellt' When Sara moved there lvi th 
her uncle in 1902 19 she notes ·t.hat Grinnell was often called "Saint 3 s 
Rest" and "Damascus" o When ·'they arrived people in the town were in 
the process of replat!ing all the aidetvalks o:f board in the tovm with 
cemen:t; and br:l.ek ones ,., Much of the t'.!;~uneri.t wo:i.~k was done by a Black 
fa:ther and son tea..n10 lmown simply a,s inspeneer. and Ralph" When the Mo"" 
Ilrti ths mov-ed in there was a cistern pump with a cast,,,iron sink in ·the 
ki tche1··L, The house was heated by eoal until 1905 ~than a Lenn.ox Furna©(! 
was ins'"'ca.lled in "the dirt floor basement w·i th its large wooden eister:n c. 
Further improvements ma.de were Ceo replace ·~he pine flGo~e boards with 
oak on.es in 1905 and to add a new porch in 190?., 'I'his must have c@st 
in the neighborhogd Gf 200 d,ollara fer the Herald of 1/1/1907 l'H>'.1ces 
that Jc Mc!b.:-ai;h spent ·that a..moont on hf)me i1uprovemer1"ts" !11 1911 the 

home was s@ld .. ,o a iVir(. ~I1lsh and i..,c was not until 1915 ·that Gi't~t~e"trie 
lights were installedo 



.i..L) .l,(1i'mt it:m ~ 1103 rrra:Ln St:r1:H~'t 
c1;:' l.f"Y.rv;1J. !.."V,r.rl.ffi: g E ,, H ,, Spa:o.1dlnf'· 
Gt'.C1:'(m t i:'.i"ll'l.U' ~ l1Lt s " D"' Rmiki:r1 

Information about house,; Built at a C«'.ist o:f 15 D 000 dolla.rsg i:n 1906 
this w~s quite an elegant mansiono Made of brick and stone~. Te be 
noted are the ear·touehe decorations tJ the e~t"terior lanterns 0 the 
Palladian - ~·ozt.~1er tririndav~s a."l.d the overhantr5.ng eaves of ·the roof() I·t 
is interes·~il"if!. ·t,1 ~ompare th.is home bo·th with the oth~r Spauldi.11g 
house up the stl:'eet at 1109 Main an.d with homes built; .i.n "t;he ea.me 
era of nmeh ·the same style though in wood or st."Ueco rather. than 
bri~k., 

~- -- -~·- ... •""'.!--. ·, - • • __ :~.:-:.-.. . . · .. :. · .• . ··:· ·; •••• f.' . ' . . ,. -: _ , .. ... . -

?uf():dir&'tttBl;l' abe;ii't E · H,;.Sp:auj.di1re-: ~ E~li ~ "&iitl frethh:i.;k · .t;· · ~pauldiocr • 
e~j((':~Dt>I J.;~;t•'li\'~er·s of tneir :ra:Cnero H cw. ~paul:d:i.ng :rr@m J~.n 0 )i e 1.1;100 in 
the SpauldinP. Manufaiaturinp. Co0 Mr ... E o H .. (Ernest Hap©rl:'.l) SpauldinG" 
was married in Aug., 1901.t- (Her11 e/17 /19o!f.) and the marr5-a.p.-e arma:n.zn©e­
men:t notes that he '°.is already a prominent business man and as su~h is 
hOJnored and admired by all who ¥.now or coma in ciontac*t with him in a 
business or s ocd.al way., Mrs ij) Spa:uldine- 9 the f or~1e:c· Irma Towr1e is one 
of the capi,,Gal city@s mo·st cultm."'eiand popular y~un~ ladies~ r.. .,The3.r life 
pr@mises to be one of joy and happiness in what w.J.11 be one ©f the ffi(()St 

attra~tive homes in the city~ 

12) I.<0eaJcion ~ 1510 East Street date a 1910 

13) 

desipner and ownert Pr.ofessor Henry W .. r~a.tla~k 
©ontract~ri N .. ·wiltamuth 
courremt owner'!: Mrs., Laura Matl.aelt Wieman11 daui2'hter of H ~ W o Matlack a 

Inf©J:rma:'ci©n about house# See p., 11 of' section on architectural style o 

Mrs" Wieman has q;opies of the specifications desif·ned by her father 
whi~h were f!.iven to the· ce.mtractor~ s·et·i;i.nr- the cosi; of the house 
at )500 d@llars., 

Inf©>rmathm abou:t residents c 'l'he house has alwavs been in the family o 

HcWo Matlaek (Bo Mus .. ; Oberliru AQB•>1? Grinnell) taught at the S©h.4:101 
©f Music at the colle{?"e from 1901=1903 as the dire~·ten."'. After beinr-r 
out of Grinnell fozi several years ti he returned in 1909 as aerti1·w proi:f ~ 
of musical theory and lnstruetor in orf·an; a~tinf..· director durinf. 
Prof~ Pier<ee ~s leave of absenc::e in 1910=11 and remained as a .. pr©f,, 
until he became an assistant to the President in alumni relations in 
19221) ©E:ilntinuing- as col.lep-e o:ct?'a.nist- a.rad servin;Q: a.Q·ain as pric?f ,. of 
orf:'an a.s well as alumni s ecre'tary., 19 31= 36., · 

Sou1"'ces: 
C((»nversa .. cion vd th rirrs .. L,, M ~ Wieman and ·toul.4 r;f the Ma:tlat?l{ housee 
April 5 ~ 19?6., abstracts to property and contract tr1ri th builder., 
Nollen~s ~rinnell Colle~ev Po 169=170Q - ---- -

Le:icationi 1510 Broad Street 
Architect i \'falter Burley Griff .. !n 
Orivinal owners Benjamin Jo Riclcer 
Current @wner s Mr., and rr.rs " Robert Voertman 

date~ 1911 

==Information about the house and architect: See pp., 1J=l4l" section 
on ar~hiteatural styleo 

==!nf~rmation about the Riclrers i Before _r;,~~vin{r i> into this house the 
·'..Rircker. 0 s lived at 1030 High Street., B.,J·,, Ricker was a very 

successf'u.1 local businessman of the rtiorrison~-Rieker Manufacturing 
Firmr:; the p.love factory c He was a mr~mber of the Poweshiek Club(il 



a mason and a n1>1i!r.lber of the Congr~!fational Chm:·c:::h., On retiremente the 
Rickers went to California.="0 B.iJ 4 Riolrnr died in Berkely in Au.~~ fl 1950 
at the a~e of 820 

Sources: B .. Jc Ricker obituary-·.,<'>n file at Grinnell Historii:::al Museum" 

14) Location~ 1527 Broad Street date~ 1914=191.? 
Ori~inal ow·tiert Mr., U ~L. Fellows {Jess) 
1930 vs: sold -CG the ctlllegeu. used as a political scien.ce studezr'cs G dt::r·m 
Current residents: Mr., and IVIrs., John Fa Bierman III 
Archi tacts: Temples and Burrows 17 Davenporti; Iowa. 

=Information about the house and about the Fellows=~,see p" 149 15., 
When the Grinnell Washin{! machine Co,, failedt; the Fellows were 
forced to sell out~ The house was sold to the college during 
the depression for 6000 dollarse 

=Sources: conversation with Susie Bierman an.d tour :of her home==April 
1,) 197S., examination of the hmase planso pp., 144=145Ei L"' F\, Parker., 

15·) J..,ocation i lOl.1 Park Street(') t• Grinnell 
House 0 

da'te:t 1.917 

Owner: GriP..nell Co11eg-e 
Residents= li· Grinnell · College Preside:nts~~~from Main (to 1931) through 

the careers as president of S .,s"' NoJ.lenfi Sar.n.1el No Stevens and 
Howard Re BowtJen 

From March,, 196l=ort==a guest house :for friends and ·qrisi tiors of the 
collegeo 

Arc hi ·tects •: Braine1ti and Leeds of Bost.on1? Mass c 

En:!Tineert Alfred s. Kellog() Boston 
Cost i$56 0 000 in 1915 when ·the plans were drawn. 

=Information abou·t -the build:'i.ngi see Pe 15w•l6~. 
=Information about residents: See Nollen es GrinnelLl~-~~ 
=St:mrces ~ 

blueprints of the house which are at the Collef".e Physii0al Plantu 
The ~n_d, Bla<:l!:a 10/1'7 /19'?2 a __ , __ _ 

Key to Abbreviations: 

1) Parker 0 L~F .. tfistor_x ..Q_f Po~reshl~~n~~r.· (Chicago~ Clarke) 19110 

2} Grirmellll J oB~ ~Ien a11£L .. ~ents_,o,f_]'...Q~.il~Yea..!§_ (Bostm"l: Lothrop)n. 18910 

3) Grinnell Herald Regis·ter 0 ~li.=A Qent-U£;}[ of Prog~(l 1954 <. 

J-1-) G:r1_~~::;.Registe;c=·=listed as £:!.§..~:~~ ~ & etc ., 

5) Fayne!P Cv Jo.~i.ah B~hnell:.__Grinne].J: (Iowa Cityt State Histor5_eal 
Society of Iowa}zy 193~~ 

6) Urlion Historical Coe o ~L!tf.L~}~hJ.~®.lY{l (Des IV!t)ines i 1880) <• 
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