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Grinnell's role in anti-slavery movement-- 13- )14/ 7

A Stop on the Underground Railroad

During the 1850's. Grinnell fig- the efforts of itst founder, J.' B. i Low Moor and Clinton, then across |stopped in Lyanville during Febi
ured prominently in the anti-slav- | Grinnell, was an important stop on |the Mississippi and out of the ‘,m@ of 1859 when the final

ery movement in Iowa, according [the so-called Underground Rail- state. ., through Towa took place. Co

‘to an article by James Connor |road, the route for fleeing slaves. Brown’s Trip “Sw:mm that there “‘may have been'
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(. Lpi ground Raj wo.ma.. “Once across the tionist whom many considered m__ There definitely was a stop at
Bt G Rl Des &E:mm River and ,o:a of town, tanatic, died in 1859, And in that ,DEss.mz. however, writes

» : . gely to |the route wended eastward to year of his life, he made one last .‘soﬁ ‘and Brown's little |

i i Lynnville in Jasper County. Here Itrip into Towa—a trip Grinnell had Wom?ma a warm welcome frogn :

were the stations run by Matthew much to do with, b i T e
Sparks and Joseph Arnold. Noth- |

?:m much is known of Sparks, but
Arnold was something of a local
institution. A restless Quaker giv-
en the title of ‘Preacher’ by his !

. |the town and its founder. Whil
It is not clear whether wncsﬁ: there the Kansas warrior was
e | asked to speak at an open town
 meeting. The whole situation had
an area of unreality, for by ' this

neighbors, he eventually became a | time Brown's Missouri adventure
practicing attorney. ; 'had put a $3,000 price on his head
Grinnell’s Home “ and a federal warrant - had heen
“From Lynnville the Under- /issued for his arrest; yet here he
ground Railroad ‘track’ led to the was speaking openly at a .town
:SEm of J. B. Grinnell in the town | meeting and lodging  with  the
|bearing his name. Grinnell was ! town’s leading citizen. Strangely,
‘more than the pre-eminent citizen | the - speech was, for Brown - at
of a small Towa community; he | ileast, rather amﬁsm.:\m msa.cwﬂ.:o.,
was also one of the state’'s most | | Grinnell quoted him as saying tnat
(influential men. Born in Vermont the lives he had taken were in
‘;s 1821, and educated in New ‘self-defense,” and he E&im_:wm
{ York, Grinnell claimed that the that he had ,sm<mwdo:.zm&mm vio-
[ noted abolitionists of the 1830s and lence, nor would he stir to insur-
(1840s—Theodore Weld, Joseph Bir- | rection which ' would involve the in-
|ney and Garritt Smith—became his nocent and helpless.’ :
early heroes. Cominz to Iowa in : _Attempt at Capture j
| 1853, he began his URR affiliation | An Iowa City postmaster named
j almost immediately. Like many of | Samuel Workman; it was learned,
 his fellow conductors, Grinnell per- | 'had set out to capture’ Brown and
{ sonally knew John Brown and aid- _ ‘the 12 slaves accompanying him.
'ed him in one of his more notori- | When the word arrived in Grin-

ous exploits.” | nell, the community’s founder went

After the fleeing slaves left Grin- ﬁ Wc work “.4: msz:oﬂm to Wmnzﬂw M
mw:. the route took them to Towa | .wamﬁmﬂodmﬂ £ aom\:aw mﬂiw,,mwﬂﬂ\ mm
ity, to Springdale, Tipton, Dewitt, * :umEm.S %o Sm.mlanm‘:.m\: wmnmah...
part in lowa City, William Penn|
Clarke, was ahle to secure ;
‘boxcar, however, and Bro
.abel to leave the
- Writes Connor: 1e :wh -
[fair of that February-March hegira
across: the state is curiously ‘ambi-
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