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RECOLLECTIONS OF SEVENTY YEARS IN IOWA
{Copies probably made for friends of the article as prepared for
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_ An interview &Téﬂtﬁgs}?R%gg%%Smffié?“ﬁé?ﬁéngfoéﬁﬁg)Harris
Haines) & graduate of Iowa College, now Grinnell College, of the
class of 1865, a resident of Grinnell since 1865, and of Iowa since

1852, in the eighty-first year of her 1ife, at Des molnes, Iowa,
January 2, 4, and 6, 1928, :

Memoranda made by Frank I. Herriott

"Yes, my recollections of those early days in Lee County be-
tween 1852 and 1855 and o my coming to Grinnell in 1855 are still

vivid; and if you think that they are of interest I will give you
what I can.

HT wasg born Nevember 24, 1843 on a farm near Harrlsville, in Butler
County in northwestern Pennsylvania. 7The hamlet or village
was named for my grandfather, Ephraim Harris, My fether, James
Harris, was what we would call today a well-to-do citizen, DBesides
his farm he was very muech intsrested in the promotion of a smelting
furnace., The high price of iron was his undoing Jjust as the high
price of food stuffs during the late World War was the undoing of so
many in Iowa in the last ten years, He extended too much and
then mortgaged his farm to secure a note for a relative. The fall
of prices following the Mexican War and the genersl depression ev-
‘sulng was too much for him., He lost his holdings and declded %o
'seek his fortunes in Iowsz, tales of which were most alluring.

"One feet I may note befors coming to the journey west. When-
ever it rained it wes observed that all the pools of water about my
father's furnace were covered with oil or tinged with the irridescent
hues thereof. Beck on the farm was what we called the'bog ore spring!
to which people came from miles around todrink of 1ts olly
water believing 1t had a beneficlal medicinal effect., PSoom after we
left for Iowa, on the site of my father's smelting furnace was dis-
covered one of the great oill wells--a gusher I believe 1t would be
called now, 1 recall a philosophicel remark of my father's about
our leaving that fortune behind us; he sald that probably we were
better for not having it for the children of many of those who struck
oil were ppolled by the lnrush of unexpected and unappreclated wealth,
He never bemoaned the loss of the farm and 1ts incaleulable riches,

"My brother ¥ecXee had come to Towa in 1851 and hie letters
homw had been so enthusiastie that my father and mother had no doubis
e to whither they should journey when the finsgncial disaster compelled
them to give up the old farm., They, with my three brothers, ﬁphraim,
Jemes and William J., and three sisters, Suean, Jennle, Msry and my-—
self started for Iowg in the fore part of 1862, golng virtually all



the way by river boats~-first down the Allegheny to Pittsburgh,
thence on the Ohio river on the steamboat, 'The Diadem', to Cairo;
thence on the 'New Englander! up the Mississippli to Keokuk,

"For reasons of sconomy we to00k what was called the 'deck paessage?t,

One ineident I recall vividly, Although but nine years old, I could sing
feirly well and was much given to it when by myself. My father and
mother were very ardent not to say radical abolitionists, Many of
my songs reflected their prejudices and public views on the heated

subject of slavery. My singing soon attracted attention snd I wes

aesked to sing by the peassengers. I sang the songs with whiech T was
most famlliar and one afternoon I sang the following words to the tune

of *'Susanneh Don't You Cry!

"I'm on my way to Canada
That ¢old and dreary land
The dire effects of slavery
I can no longer stand."

"™y soul is vexed within me so

To think I sm & slave

I'm now resolved to strike the blow
¥Yor fresdom or the grave."

"T was utterly inScent of the sorry significance of the song
on board an Ohlio river steamboat with Kentueky always to the Bouth of
us end eitizens of that state and other slave states farther south _
among the passengers. All of the anti-slavery pagsengers applauded my
childish performance, but that song led toc a rumpus. The Southerners
protested in no uncertaln terms to the management, My mother soon
sensed the situation and told me not to respond any more to requests
to ging, I can apprecliate now what trouble I might have incited.

"Few other events of the trip remain with me. One incident
however, I remember, ' As we were nearing the end of our Journey, T
recall my father looking over toward the Illinoils side and pointing
out the town of Nauvoo and saying to my mother in tones that imported
horror and utter reprobation "That is the place where the Mormons
live." He dwslt on some of the then recent events which had shooked
the country, the riot which had led to the sssassination of the
Mormon leader, Joseph Smith. I had no appreciation of what was in-
volved but I got the ideas that they were some sort of terrible wild
animal that was very dangerous.

"What were your general impressions of the country and the
beople you came among in Lese County?®

"My impressions and those of my parents were somewhat mixed



We gevtled on the western side of the Lee (ounty close to the then
notorious 'Half-Dreed Tract'. We had lived on a rough, hillvy farm
ol Pennsylvanla, the land of which was not very fsrtile. We had
heard so much of the beautiful prairies of lows and their amazing
fertility., We feund this country piliy and wooded and its rough-
ness wes not more attrsctive than tle rezion from which we had come.,
Ay own disappolntment was quite pronounced and I did not ret over it
until I came to Grinnell three vears later. There were none of the
vast open stretches of which we had been told. Rut there were
bronze wild turkevs, prairie chickens and cuzil which myv brother
brouvght home for my mother to cook for all of vy Lo enior.

"The peonle seemed strange to us, mﬂnv of them even gueer,

Our neighbors, as I recall them were elther Yew Enplanders or Southern-
ers, but the latt  were wore numercbs and coitrolled local affairs.
The Intense abolitionism of my parents tendsd to alienate us and to
enhiance our sense of lonel’'ness. ' :

"ty father and wmother had been old school Oreq“ ‘terlien. Vhe:
tire discussion of slavery becawys acubs in tie 407s ther left theat
church because of its attltuvde toward the auvestion and joined the
"ree Presbritsrians. They founé 1o chulch off cholice in Lee Bounty,
They wiould have jolned ths Con rezationzl church of thelr Hew 'ng-
land neirhbors bub theilr sbiff notions of rectitude on the gubiject
in controversy and their stout conscisnces would not nllow them to
do go. The Conarezationalists were »atronized by, Lf not financlally
agsisted Dy, the American Tract Hoclsty and that Pody would not
publish any anti-slavery tracts, or in anvy manncr =ive its counte-
nance to the anti-slavery azit: L o . ; ' '

it wes not lone before mv father's strong views werc well
krnown and, of course, the Southernsrs looked askance at him and the
whele family, and this increased our sense of isolation, T Lather
Gid nct then ensevge In any open or offensive enitation of the slaverwy
cuestion, ktut his home wues the gatherine placs for abolitionists and
this fact dld not Increass tre rcod-will for us amons the southerners
zlthough I c:nmnot recollect any unkindness shown to ws. T can te-
mexper my Father and two of my sisters zoin~ to Salem in Fenry County
to an antl-glavery convenbtion that aroused a 2reat deal of interest
iy the Tamily and nei-hborhood. T believe 1t was In 1853,

"Arnother brisht memory that does not fade ig connected with
Lee County. It was in our Tipst home in Fows that T read ncle
Tom's Cabin. ‘e took the Natlonal lira in wkich the storwy TIi¥st an-
ncaved, 1 looked forwsrd TO 6ach issue oi the wener witl an intense
interest that exceceded any T have exverlenced since. I wsg so eacep
to mel the paper irom the carrler that I would @0 down the road to
mest him as
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_ he brought the mail. If I wee lucky in getting the longed-for
chapter, I would go off in the woode near the old home %o read 1ite
fagcinating chapters before anyone could interrupt, or 1% 1 wase

not forehan-ed, I was alert to get 1t when 1t was laid down and I
would hie myself to the loft to read 1t undisturbed. '

"The preridential campsign of 1852 made little impressilon
on my mind eave that, following my father's views, I had 1itTle in-
terest in elther of the two major parties because of thelr oppositlon
to racdical anti-slavery propagende. I recall a meeting at ocur house
at which a Wegleyan Methodist preacher-~-a Mr, Whitten--sald without
any sort of reservation, 'I never truect a Whig,'

iDid you guffer the usual hardshipe of the pioneers. For
ingtance, did your parents endure any such distress ss ls s0 vigorously
Gegeribed in Rovaagls Glants of the Earth?

"In a general way we suffered none of the privations and mis=
fortuneg portrayed in that story of the Dakotas thirty or forty
years ago. We lived in & log cabin, of course, But we were always
comfortable., We were poor, as we measure worldly possesslons today.
One thing I particularly remember lg that mother.alwayes had &
plentiful supply of bedding and no matter how cold the winter nights
might be we were alweys warm, One matter you may be interesfed 1n.
The women of the family always slept on the firet floor of the cabin
and the in the upper part. This practice wae due, 1 presume 1in

part, to the needs of the young children. In the order of things
“that today would be reversed.

Ia charscteristic or tralt of my parents 1 want to lesve on
record. Although my father suffered sorry financlal disaster 1n
connection with his ventures in Pennsylvania, endured many privations
of comforts, not to say luxurles, he and my mother had been used
to, during all those first years in Lee County and later in Poweshlek
County I never heard eitherone of them singly or together, in my
presence of when they were conversing alone, bemoan their financial
reversges or complain sbout the hard turns of fortune they had
endured. At the table or about the fireplace, or alter they had
retired at night, their conversatlon was about the traffic in
living to Le sure, but we had with it alwaye much high thinklng

and whole some discussion. These memories 1 hold as my Precious
heriltage.

"One of the interesting experiences in Lee County was our
relstion to the New Englanders., Between our place and Warren wes
Congregational church, The pastor was Mr, Danforth Biige. He came
to see us and wanted ue to join his church as there was no Presbyterlsan.
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church within reach. He was much dissppointed that the strict views
of my parents prevented, but 1t made no difference in his good-will
and graolousness to ug. He wag a man of beautiful spirit and a persoen
of wide Anfluence for good in our communlty, His church was not
strongly gupported and received much of its support from people
back in New England.

1 "Another fine influence in my early girlhood was a you
schoolteacher, another New Englander, a Miss Allen., She was one o
the many teachers sent out from New ingland by Governor Slade of
Vermont, ©She was & beautiful woman and a wonderful tSeacher, a
graduate of Mf, Holyoks. The natives einod in swe of her. Yhatever
may have been the traditions ag to mischiel and triocks, they wers
never triéd upen her in hsy administration of the school. Bhe
easlly dominated the entire gltuation., Bhe maprried a Mr. Seoville,
another New Englander of mer@ed refinement.,

"The Boutherners smong whom we lived seemad very queer to
u8, Thelr ocustoms and manners and spesch were strangse to us. They
were kind and nelghborly if we or anyone¢ encountered ill~fortune, bnt
for the ressoens I have mentioned we had very 1ittls to do with them.

"My father's dlsocontent with the charsoter of the land,
the rough hilly country, and the addltlonal faot that he was living
on rented land made him be%in o look about for a betber losation.
He wanted prairie laend that he ocould oultivaite more extenaively and
more easlly. By good fortune he resd one day in 1854 the adveriisee
ment or announcement of the plans of Me, J, B, Urinnell for the plant-
ing of a oolony 1ln north central and eastern Iowa. A& ohurch and a
school of high learning were to be established and anti~slavery prin-
“eiples were to be mainbalned. I oannot tell now whebher he reasd it

An the Nations) Era or ths Zork Indepsndent whioch he may have come
upon in the home of Reverend Nichols. Ag soon as he resd the prog-
peotus, father exclsimed, "That’s the plece for me,"

My father and bruﬁher Bamiel went up to Grinnell in the
fall of 1884 to examine 1ts proapects and, if satisfled with the out~
look, to purchase & farm as olroumstances might suggest. My father
deolded to purohage of Mr, Grinnell 80 acres of 1land at §4, per sors,

s mile west of the north line of Grinnell, My father returned to Lee
County and my brother remalned %o prepare for our coming in the spring.
He was & carpenter and bullt a shaok for us on the corner of West
Street and Fifth Avenus, He had it ready for us when ws arrived.

"We 1lef't early Ain the spring of 1885, or late winter, for
- Bpow wag 85111 on the ground when we staried. fhere were ten of us,
my paPanfiz, my olddgh brother Ephriam and his wife, Rachel Hanlin,



my two brothers, James and Willlam J1, and my three sisters, Busan,
Jennle, Mary and myeelf. We travelled Ain two covered wagons drawn

by yokee of oxen, and An a two-seated buggy drawn by $two very spirlted
horses of whlch my father was very proud, and which wsre very mettle-
gone and hard to hold for they were in the bast of condiiion. The
weather was very ¢old and we had %o travel with care for my mother
was suffering from a severe attack of lumbago. Save mother's dis-
tress, we enjoyed the journey. We had plenty of warm olothing and we
gtopped along the way at several plsoes, among them Bonapart and
Agency City. A% night the men slept in wagons while mother and the
girls put up at the hotels, or taverns as they were called., There
vere no lncldents of note on the trip, I reecall partiosularly the
Bpirited horses that were hitchsed to the twoesseted bugegy. They were
hard to hold and when we were entering Grinnell, notwithstending the
long tiresome day they hed had, those herses went prancing along the
pralrie road and up to ths Ghmﬁers House vhere we wére given a warn
woeloome. Among those who greeted us was Abble Whitcouwb, later Mrs,
Horace Robbins. I ecan st411l eee her sister Helen looking from the
window as our horses trotted up to the Front door of the hoték,

"This Journey to Grinnell gave me the fulfillment of my
dreams of the prairies. In 1855 there was not & tree within three
miles of Grinnell, We could see for miles and all my longing for
vast open spaces was satlsfisd., The ssleotion of the town site we
were told was due to Mr, Grinnell's inside informstion that the menge
gers of the Rock Ieland Railroad, then called the M & M, was to lo-
cate a etation mt this point, g

"Another thing I shall remember as long as I live with un-
alloyed and inexpresesible pleasure was the magnificenoe of the wild
flowers that me e the prairiss for miles in all dlreotions one Lo~
geous maas of variant beauty. I simply cannot déequately desoribe
it. Some three years ago I was asked to tell of my plonsex exper-
lences to the Kiwanls 0lub of Grinnell, I Indulged In whst mued have
seemed to the present generation utier exbravagance in adjeotives
and I felt they would suapact me of meres exuberance. But several
whose memories went back to the same days, either in Grinnell or in
other parts of the state, assured me that I had not milsrepresanted
the faots and that I could soarcely overdraw the astonishing bes-
uty anéd profusion of the prairie flowers. Ag one looked over the
stretches he muat have been made of stone not to have been thrilled
by the lovelinessof it all, I cannot now name any numnbsr of apéﬁes,

but purpls and yellow blospoms, wild roses and sweet williems were
consplouous among them,

"I learned to appreoiaste the sxtraordinary richness of the
8oll about Grinnell, My father cams from Lee County well supplied
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with the late farm inplememts, among them a bresking plow, He was
soon in demand to bresk the heavy sod of the pralrie. One part of
the plow interscted me and everyone elee. In front of the plow-
share there was sfttached to the bean s sharp knife blade reasching

to the point of the share that was to ocut the sod shesd of the share,
thus insuring a ¢lean cut line in the turnover and reducing the straln
on the vlow and the oxen pulling the plow, This plow was s matter
of no 1ittle ocuriosity to the other resldents ss one of the new de-
vices for agriculturs. Because of its efficlency my father was
asked to do, aend 414 do, most of the flrst breaking of the prairie
around abou% Grinnell in the next two or three years afler our ar-
rival. The extrsordinary richnessof the soll wes a mabter of con-
stand astonishment and delight to my fether, As you know it was al
mogt oozl black as the plow turned the sod over. 1 recall how my
father sxclpimed time and time again as he looked at the sod, "How

rich this is" and compared it with the poor farm land we tilled back
in Pennsylvania.

"Our method of planting corn and polatoss mpy interest you.
One of my brothers op sisters or I would follow the plow and drop
at regular intervsls the geed corn or poetatoes and the next time
around the plow turnsd another furrow over and so covered the sgeed.
Was 1t haxrd work? Not to me, The new farm 1lifs wap moonstant delight.

"One echildish horror I suffered--and not exactly ohlldlish
oither-~came Trom the Ainnunmersble smpkes that infested the praipries.
We enocountered them in 81l directlons, and there wsre some very dan~
gerous kinds suoh as rattlers and copperheads. My brother Will kept
ug in & stats of terror from his irrvepreselble heblt of kllling them
in a reckless mannsr., He was constantly doing go. His method was
not with stlcke oy stones but by plcking them up by the talle and
anappin% thoeir heads oflf. How he ocould do it and how he 414 it so
pkillfully I never couldunderstsnd, But he would, even though my
father rebuked him time and sgain fop his recklessness and often

foré ade hisg doing i%. But he brought the rattlss into ths houge
by soores,

"My reovllsotions of our firet days Ain Grinnell prior to
the Civil War oluster about ssversl personsor incidents; Flrsi,
the founder of the town, Mr. Grinnell, and the character of the peow
ple we found there, or vho came soon after; second, Professor & Mrs
L, F. Parker snd the educetion 1 reosivedundsr thelr teaching and
the ideals they exepplified; third, the coming of Iowa College &
ite trustess, faoulty and students; fourth, the movemenVy for the
abolition of slavery and John Brown's Journey through Grinnell &
conferences with those in sympathy with his program; and fifth,
the oneet of the Civil Wad. andits frightul disturbance of the
ongoing and progresdof our peaceful llfe. ‘
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in making bargains then were the people from other paris, “"hey were
keen and shrewd., .'y father was a kindly man &nd slldom given to
caustiec cobmients, but he fregquently characterized them ss 'blue-
bellied Yankeesg' end nevir felt qulte comfortable in Gewling with
some of them, though he vas pev:r mistrested ws:far as I can recall,
e felt that he had to Keep lis wits at thelr best io cealing with
thesn and he aid not iike it, »

"ihe Tow Southerners always interested us., Cne fine femily,
the llayes, came with their emancipsted servant whom we all Knew s

"Unele Wed', 'e were impresssd by their dl\dyo ureatlnp ‘nele 'ed with

such considerstion., They were very kind to him and he repuld Lham.
Thelir slow, drawling southern speech was very charising. I always
liked to hear them talk. There was & softpess in thelr tores and
envnclietlion which wes =leasing to our ears, T cannot say so much
for tie speech of the mountealn whites and the Hoosiers who were nu-
merous in tae Uowaship about Crinnell,

"ihe central figure and the most interesting pers Oﬂa¢lt‘ was,
of course, the founder of the town, Mr. Tosizh i, Crirnell. e was
8 ran of markel abllity. Ye was alert, energetic, quick in his
actions and thinking and incengaﬂtlv hOth in the furtherznce of his
many and varieo interests,., e commwrehendsd and summed un all the
characteristics of the founaer aiid promoter of & western town, In-
cluding in his »rogrém & ratier eluboraste and extensive scheme for
tne aorai inprovement, Toe coucational advancement and the soclul
uplirft of loose he sought to attrect to tnis western town, his schene
conrectes witn at least two of the great subjects of natlonsl debate.
o refer to siavery and tiie surrresslion of the iiouor traffic.
cecubse of Lhils we became more sélf-cons¢ious and contentious thon
& woule otlherwlse have heen.

"Sr. Cricnell was the life of every sociul gathering. Te
was witty and gquici at repurtee., Ve hed & fund of good shtoriss and
told them velil, Whelher this was because of nig exubsrant neture or
wovull of ks desire to make people glad that they were in “rinnell
I will not undertske to say. Sut T recall that as a child T wes
constantiy weateinlng bim-to see what he woula sey or do next, for 7
knew that we would have a good luugi &t sose turn he would take.

‘a8 U public speaker he wes very successful, His advocacy
of the restriction or eliminstiocn of the evils of slavery was an
invariably intercsting subject wnd €t times & thrilling subject when
fugitive slaves were the sublect of local cowcern, or the horrors of
the struggle in Janses were uppermost, or the last dayvs of John
Brown. e Knew Low to touch tnrne cuick of humen feslings. iis
politicayr omnponents found -him & Lerd one to encounter in debute.
e was muci sought sfter in campaipgns prior to the ar, and later,
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as hig career in Congress may suggest.

5T recall an example of Mr., Grinnell's sagacity in scoring
points in any prolect he was pushlng--and he was always prompting some
plan or other. One of the strong characters among the first settlers
wag Henry M. Hamilton. He and Mr. Grinnell did not pull togethsr 1ln
their plans for promoting the town. Their differences were accentua-
ted because Mr. Hamilton owned land south of the present line of the
Rock Island tracks while Mr, Grinnell's holdinge were largely to the
north. Mr. Hamilton, by shrewdness or by luck, got buslness develop-
ments~~two stores—wbuilt on his gide of the dividing iine and this
geemed o be the probable course of business, much to the chagrin of
My, Grinnell. He offered various counter inducements but none seemed
-potent until he persuaded the trustees of Iowa College, then in Daven-
port and seeking a better or more congenial location, to come to
Grinnell, offering them as a gift, twenty acres which were accepted
as the college campus. With the coming of the college the tide of
public interest and the drift of trade began to turn to the north of
the median lire. Ancther item in his strategy was his glft of the

present park which constitutes what ln many Iowa towns is called
the public square.

"With the founder of the town I recall with more Feeling hie
good wife, Mrs., Grinnell. The two were ancinieresting contrast. He
was exuberant, vocal and congenial, & hall-fellow-well-met always.
She was reticent, serious, even severe, in mein and manners and gave
the Ampression at first of sternnesgs, Eut wlth all her sadness of
manner and restraint in words, Mre. Grinnell 1s one of the bright
lights of my girlhood and my later womanhood. She was very kind in
doing the little thinge that make 1ife easier for children and
neighbore. I shall never forget her gift to us of a bag of apples,

the first we had in Grinnell, a kind of fruilt we so longed for and
could not obtain. -

tAmong the attractions of the town to my father and mother
was the announcement of the plans for schoole. These were first the
common, or what is now called the grade and high schools; and second
in Mr, Grinnell's forecast was a Univergity. 1T recall caustlic com-
ments on the extensivensss of the undertaking. Forftunately the
coming of Towa College put & stop to the talk of a University. Our
first school was taught by two New England young women, Migs Lucy
Bixby, and then by her sister, Miss Loulse.

"The coming of Mr. and M¥Mrs, L. F, Pgrker was & happy incident
in the promotion of Grinnell as an educatlonal center. Prior %o
that we had done well, but when he began his work in 1856 everything
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changed and a 'new era' was inaugurated, He was a graduate of Oberlin
which to my youthful mind was the radlant cenber of all that was best,
Readers of Edward Bggleston's Hoosler Schoolmaster know that the pio-
neer schools followed a slmple treadmill roultine In resding, writing
end arithmetlc, Professor Parker, as we oalled him even then, changed
all that, He made ue sager 1o leern bocmuse he made us realize that
knowledge was the msans of introducling us to the larger 1life of the
world about us, and to the slgnifleance of he hilgtory of the world,
Recltations were not a dull round of repeating what we had memorized,
He illuminated the schoolroom and mede our lessons vital, They re-
lat 4 to 1life and they muade us see what we were as individuals and how
we mright play & part ln the progress of better things.

_ "Mrs, Parker was then snd ever after one of the most beauti~
ful women I Have ever seen, Her brown eyes end gentle ways end graocious
manner of addressing young and old slike gave her remarkable influence,
Professor Parker was more vigorous and slectric in his work end she
‘complemented him in the most telling way. They gave a distinetion to
the eduocationsl life of the community that constituted a most impore~
tant part in Grinnell's fame, ' -

"I was dues %o Mr., Cooper, later Colonel Cooper, that Professor
and Mrs, Parker osme %o Grinnell, He had known of them at Oberlin and
thelr noteworthy sucecess In teachlng. Professor Parker wanted to settle
in 'bleeding Kansas' as we called i1t in anti-slavery ¢ireles, and went
there to find a suiteble locatlon, But not finding just what he G-
sired, he stopped 1n Grinnell, as he haed promised, and stayed.

"The beginning of 'Towa College', or *Grinnell College! as
we now call 1t, constitutess a story by liself, Mr. Grinnell had very
ambitlous plans for the establishment of YGrlnnell University', It
wag incorporat & as such snd Mr, Grinnell wae president of the boarad
of trustess, As originally concelved, the University was o oonsist
of two soninaries or schools, One wag to be located on what 1g the
present campus of the college for young women. The other, for young
men, was to be located In the southern part of the town, south of the
presenty Rook Tsland rellrosd 'at & safe dilstance' from the Female
Seminary as the speech of those days put it, Mr, Grinnell gave twenty
asres, Turther, as a part of his plan for establishing the University,
he offered to give the proceeds of the sale of certuin portions of the
lots whlch ho sold to settlers to provide n working capltsl or the
beglnning of an endowment fund, A wooden bullding waus erected on
the present slte of Alumni Hall, (Registretion Bullding)

"Why was not Professor Parker made President of the Unlver-
sity and leter of Iowa College when it came Ho Grinneller
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mAngwer to your question involves one of the most interest-
ing phases of our 1life. While we were in faoct an anti-slavery commu-
nity, there were sharp differences among us as to the proper limits
of agitation, Professor Parker was an 'Oberlinite? and all such were
loocked upon by the general publiec as extremists and dangerous radloals,
This waes espeelally true in Iowa. Oberlin stond for abllitlonlsm end
Wonants Rights, subjects of vlolent contempt in the minds of both men
and women outside of the small elrele of advosates for Coeducatlon,
and upon this too the majority looked with grave doubts as to ite wls-
dom and propriety. It waes common talk that Professgor Parker wes prom-
1sed the presidency of Grinnell University, dbut Mr. Grinnell and
others with whom he had to work soon realized that however much they
might sympathize with the 'new thoughit'! and progressive 1deas of the
day, they had to reckon with the strong undersurrent of common opinion
in outlying reglons from which they hoped to draw popular support
for the new and ambltious University., The great majorlty looked at
our radliecal reforms, or -innovatlions ap they were often called, not
only with disapproval but with dresd, precisely as the public today
looks on Belshevism, Communism end sundry sorts of Soclalism, The
people of Towa in those days, a8 generglly through her history, were
conservative, and Mr, Grinnell and his assoclates soon clearly
senped thls fagt, :

rPhe matbter of the Presidency hung in the bulance for ssveral
years, ' The (ivlil War kept the declslon in suspense and finelly Dr.,
George F. Magoun of Bowdoln was salled, His attltude while tadvanced!
was not. 8o extreme in popular estimete as was that of Professor Parker,
the 'Oberlinite?, The relations of these two men and Mr, Grinnell
constitute a most Interesting sbtudy in humen relatlonship 1n the fur~
therance of public phllanthropy, All had pronounced feellngs and
strikine traits of charscter, ZTach was possesssed wlth keen mentallty
and physical vigor and in the strenunous disoussions of those days,
their influence on the course of events was definite and at tiumes
emphatic. They adfded much to the zest and pleturesquensss of life 1n
the town and oconstituted the major elements in ite distinotion abroad.

"the visits of John Brown on two occasions gave to Grinnell
fame, or infamy, acocording to one's view of hls carreer and character.
T saw and heard him on one of his trips, dbut was too young to appre~
ciate the silgnlticance of hls -coming, When he ocame wlth the elsven
negro slaves whom he had taken from thelr masters in Missouri, I saw
and hesrd him. The town was all agog with excliement. Bveryone Xnew
_ he was there and thers were many who did not sepprove of hls hlgh=-
handed method of inveding Missourl and kidnapping the slaves., Though
abhorred slavery as en institution, they rsalized that promiscuous
interference with the rights of the sluve-holders would bring on the
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horrors of slave insurrection and Civil War would wreck the

country's peace, Mr, R, M, Kellogg, an old-line Democrat, was out-~
spoken agalnst public sympathy with such invasion of publlie and

private law. Brown spoke in the church where the stone church now
atanda., I do not recall much of what he sald but he denounced the
oppression of the evile inflicted upon him. One thing I particularly
remember, namely, the harsh features, the cold relentless eye and hawke
like look of the hero of the Ossawatamle, He kept chlldren and men -
slike in o state of awe, and in this fact, I suspect, lay much of his.
ability to do things that most men would not dare to try to do.

NThe next morning Brown stopped in front of the gechoolhiouse
with his covered wagon and hailed Professor Parker who went out to
ta2lk to him, We youngeters knew as soon asour lef't who was
out in front and one of the pupils asked 1f we might not go too.
Either because of his pympathy with us or because he appreciated that
it was useless to insist that we remain in our seals and pursue cur
studies, Professor Parker consented, We all scurried out and,
nuddled in & cluster of excited children, saw the much talked of nmen
sitting on the sagonseat holding the reins of the horses, Again that
cold, stern eye held us in awe and silence. We were much excited to
see a number of wooly heads and flashing black eyes and rows o white
teeth greeting us through cracke in the wagon cover where 1% had beén
11fted bb some of the irrepressible plckaninnles crowded in the back

of the wagon. We were all a tiptoe to see and agog with suppressed
excltement, |

"Because of my parents'® views on slavery weé were among the
conductors of the underground rallway. It was a subject of little
discussion, in fact wses not mentioned at the table or about the
hearth. Father and mother frequently engaged in vhispered conversa-
tion and we knew something was on , or up, as the phrase goes, but
we were never told what it was, I believe 1%t was not generally
known that our house was & ‘station' because my parente were so
reticent, We children knew it was a dangerous toplc and talk of

1t might sublect the famlly to arrest or attack and we inetinctively
sald nothing.

"One night, when I came home I found a colored woman with
s baby in her arms sitting by the fire, We heard mother and father
whispering to one another and reallized that preparations were belng
made. In the morning she and the baby were gone, My brother had
taken them on their wey. Needless to say, all this gave & peculiarly
exclting turn to 1ife for us and made us all as alert as

criokets to the course of public events, especlally those relating
to slavery.
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"The episcde of the negro boy's educatlon which so disturbed
the peace of Grinnell was one in winich my brother Ephraim was in-
volved in no small measure. 1t sharply illustrates the curilous
phases and limitations of public and private feelings about the ir-
repressible negro guestion. The puvlic today is nof different in
such matters than 1t was in those exclting days. '

"My brother, Dr. Ephraim Harrls, entered the army service
as a reglment physician, In New Orleans he became in some way in-
terested in anh attractive negro lad called James. How my brother
took charge of him or felt concerned to help him, I 4o not recall.
But he brought him to Grinnéll., His educatlon became a matter of -
concern and he was sent to the town school. His appearance in the
achoolroom precipitated another crisis. Grinnell had a number of
New Englanders who were idealists and friends of humanity when
thinking of faraway China or Africa, or South Carolina, but their
zeal in good works cooled when the actualities came into town and _
next dcor., BSeveral cltizens protested against James beling put with -7
their children in school. Some years before the excluslon of negroes
had been sought under a resolution denylng 'forelghers' the
privileges of schools but 1t had been voted down by a narrow mar-
gin. Two citizens, both from New England, Captain Clark, an old
ses captain, and Mr, Kellogg, were leaders of those who came
to the school to protest, But Prfifessor Parker announced in no
ancertain terms that anyone who ventured to take the negro boy
rom school must do 1t over his dead body. As previous sxperlences
tithe the Cberlinite indicated what hie assertion implied, the lad
was left alone. Nothing came from the flare-up but smoke.

"Strangely I do not recall much about the political dis-
cussione preceding the election of Abraham Lincoln., My father and
mother were Bo extreme in their views that they locked upon Linceln
with indifference, if not with positive suspicion. He did not attack
~ slavery; he stood for the protection of the slave-holder's rights
in hie ownership of his elaves, even sustaining the Fugltive _
Salme Law, Hie opposition to the extension of slavery was not ex-
treme enough for them, For years they had read the Rgdicsl, a paper
of extreme anti-slavery views, Labter 1% was called Principila. During
the campaign of 1860 and in the forepart of the war lt expressed
most adverse opinions about Abraham Lincoin and had no respect for

hig program of 'saving the Union' regardless of the abolitlon of
" glavery., It ag not until a year after the beginning of the war.
that my fafther became convinced that the abolitlon of slavery was
one of the inevitable results of the struggle and that Lincoln's
course began to intersest me. The Proclamation emancipating the
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slaves, of course, changed everything for ug, Lincoln became one of
the fixed starsg for us.

Wy recollections of the Civil War are not so clear as 1%
seemg they should be. Four of my brothers and ny father enrolled
in the ermy. My brothers, James, aged 23, end Samuel, aged 30, en-
1isted in Company B of the Fortieth lowa Infantry, and served for
three years. My oldest brother, Dr. Ephraim Harrig, wes assoclated
with the same reglment as ageslsfant surgeon but the maj)or part of
his service was in charge of a hospltal given over to smallpox
czses in New Orleans. My brother McKee aleo served. Their commanding
officer was Colonel Cooper and they and my mnother remembered grate-
fully his kindnees and consideration. My youngest brother, Willlam,
was ordered into gervice, but becauge of my mother's need of his help
with the farm he was released, and I sympathized with his disappoint-
ment, _

MMy father's -war experience was interesting. He was 58 years
0ld, beyond military age. He Jolned the famous 'Greybeard Regliment',,
The Thirty-seventh Towa Infantry, which was mustered into the
national service on December 15, 1862 at Muscatine and musgtered oul
at Davenport May 24, 1860, A1)l of the members of the company were
over forty-five years of age and were not cubject %o draft or other
call of the government., The Regiment saw conslderable service of an
important character at St. Louls, and Franklin, Missouri, at Rock
Teiand, end Alton, Illinois, at Memphls, Tennessee, Indianapolls,
indiana, and Columbus, Ohio, At Indianapolis and Columbus, they
guarded prilson campg. My father enlisted because his consclence and
earnest feelinge sbout slavery compelled him. He was not much con-
cerned at the outset because he felt that Preslident Lincoln wag not
determined to abolish slavery, but when it became clear that slavery
was 1o be abolighed, he felt no doubt as to his duty to do all that
he could %o assist. ©The achievments of the Regiment and thelr
substantial service won high praise from thelr officers and the
Government.

10ur work 1in college wag of course, completely dlsturbed by the
outbreak of the Civil War. We feit the same intense feellng that
gurged up in the public at large. One incident that 1 recall had much
of the absurd and pathetic in it. It occurred at the outset of the
war. The girls of the college, mogtly of my class, made a flag, or
verhape bought it, at any rate pogsessed one. When Stephen A,
Douglag died, soon after the war broke out, Mr. Xellogg, an ardent
Douglas Democrat, asked that the flag be hung at half-mast in '
recognition of the fact, because of hilas prominence and because
from the time of his defeat for the Presidency he had esarnectly
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urged the South not to secede, and hoth the Norih and South to gupport
the Union. We should have readily scceded %o Mr. Kellogg's request,
but we did not, rather we summarily refused to do so., Mr. kellogg 1in
gome heat and precipitancy came to the college bullding where the flag
was and undertook te lay hands upon 1t &nd himself to carry out his
purrose. He was anticipsted and registed by the boys. BSome hot words
were passed and Mr. Kellogg had to abasndon his plan. The next morning
there was seen dangling from a tree in front of hls home and effigy,
and attached thereto the ungracious words, 'Empty barrels meke the moat
‘nolse', My neighbors never had much respect for college students
after that., 1t was & silly perPormance. In the light of subsequent
developments I know that we should have put aelde our prejudlces

but we were such ardent youngsters, ss most young people are, that

we eould not forget that Douglas had tried to defeat Lincoln, that

he started the repeal of the Migeourl Compromise which we regarded

a8 a sacred compact and that he wag a defender of slavery which we
held indefensible. '

"Our college clags work was more of less erratic Just &8s
work wes disturbed in the World War, by constant excitement From news
of the events, by our concern for our loved ones faclng the dengers at
the front, and by the intermittent revorts of victories and then
of defeats with horrible destruction. Systematic and serious study wes
very difficult, or rather impossible.

"All of the able bodied men of the classes enlisted,
James Ellis and Carl Kelsey of Grinnell; John Carney whose home was
near by; Hiram Cardell of Malcolm; Joseph Lymen from west of town
and W. S, Kennedy, a Quaker from Sugar Creek townshlp; all of these
went to the front., PFrom my own clags of 1885 three left; Henderson
Herrlck, Robert M, Haines and Charles Scott. Mr. Haines was a
Gueker and was constrained by his own and his mother's views ag to
war, but he went into service of the 'Christian Senitary Commigsion!
and served as & nurce at a hospital in 8%, Louls. Charles Scott's
heme revives memories of his hard strugele. He had to work for his
Living whille in gchool., He was an excellent atudent, a sirenuous
worker and dled two years after graduation,



Seventy Years in Jowe -
Joannes Harris Haines

From Annals of Iowa, October, 1945, Interview in Des Moines, Iowa,
Januvary, 1928

Yes, my recollections of those early days in Lee County between
1852 2nd 1855 and my coming to Grinnell in 1855 are still vivid. I
wae born November 24, 1843, on a farm near Harrisville in Butler
County in northwestern Pennsylvania. The hemlet, o village, wase
named for my grandfather, Ephriam Harris. . « + « . .«

My father's discontent with the character oi the iand in Iee
County, rough aznd uilly, and the additional fact that he was living
on rented land made him be gin to look about for -a better location.
He wanted prairie land that he could cultivate more exteunsively. B
good fortune he-read one day in 1854 the advertisemeni or announce-
ment of the plsns of J. B. Grinnell for the planting of a coleony in
north-central znd eastern Towa. A church znd school of high learn-
ing were to be maiutzined. As soon as he read the prospectus, father
exclaimed, "That's the nlace for me".

Wy father, James Herris and brother Samuel went up to Grinnell
in the fall of 1854 to exsmine its prospects and, if seatisfied with
the outlook, to purchase z farm g circumstences might suggest. My
father decided to buy of Mr, Grinnell eighty acres at $4,00 per
acre, 2 wile west of the north lime of Grinnell. My Tather returwd
to Lee County snd my brother remeined to prepare for our coming
in the spring. He waes 2 carpenter and built a shack for us on the
corner of West Street and Pifth Avenue., He had it ready when we
arrivec.

We left in the spring of 1855 or late winter, for snow was gtill
on the ground when we started. There were ten of us, my parents,
mv oldest brother Ephriam snd his wife Rachel Hanlin, my two brothers
James and William J., and my three sisters, Suszn, Jemie, Mary ad
myself. We traveled in two covered wagons drawn by yokes of oxen, and
in a two seated buggy drawn by two spirited horses of which my father
was very proud. . . . .« . . The weather was vay cold, but we hed
plenty of warm clothing. We stopped at severasl places. . . . . At nigh
the men slept in the wegons while wother and tue girls put up st
hotels, or iaverns as they were called. The spirited horses were hard
fto hold and when we were euntering Grimnell, notwithstanding the long
tirepome day they had nad, those horses went prancing along the
prairie road snd up to the Chambers House where we were given a warm
welcome. I can still see Abbie Whitcomb, later Mrgs. Horace Robbins,
who welcomed us =nd her st ster Helen, looking from the window as
our horses trotted up to the front door of the hotel.

The journey to CGrinnell gave me the fulfillment of my dreams of
the preirie. In 1855 there was not z tree wi thin three miles of
Grinnell. We could see for miles and all my longings for vasl open
‘spaces were satisfied. Another thing I shall remember as long as 1
1ive . . . was the magnificance of the wild flowers that made the
preiries for miles in all dirdctions one gorgeous maes of vibrant
Yeauty. ... « o purple and yeklow blossoms, wild roses and ;weet

williams wele consplcuous among them.
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Joanne Harris Hesines -

T learned to appreciate the extrzordinary richness of the soil
about Grinnell, My father cazme from Lee County well supplied with
@he larest farm implemente, among them s hreaking piow. He wgs soon
in demand to break the heavy sod of the prairie. One part of the plow
inlterested everyone. In front of the plow-share and attached to the
Veam was z sharp knife blade reasching to the point of the share which
wae ta cut the sod sheed of the share, thus iwvsuring a clean cut
1ine in the turnover m d reducing the strain on the plow and the
oxen pulling the plow. The plow was one of the new devices of EEr i
culture end because of its efficiency, my father was asked to do,
and did do, most of the Tirst breaking of the prairie around Grinmell
in the next two or three years after our arrivel.

Our method of planting corn and potatoes mey be of interest. One
of my brothers or s sters or I wuld follow the plow and drop the geed
corn or potztoes at regular intervals and the next time sround the
plow turned another furrow over and covered the seed. Was 1t hard w rk?
Not to me. The new farm life was a constant delight.

One childish horror I suffered - aad not exzctly childish either -
ceme from the innumereble snekes that infeeted the prairies. We en-
countered them in 51l directions and there were some VEry 4 angerous
kinds such as rattlers and copperliesds. My brother Will kept us in a
etate of terror from his irrepressible hebit of killing them in a
reckless manner. He was constantly deing it. His method was to plck
them up by the tails and snapping their hesds of f. He brought the
rettles into the house by the score. :

.+ . . Mr. Grinnell was always promoting some plan or other. One
of the strong charscters among the first settlers was Henry i, Hamilton.
He =znd Mr. Grinnell did not always pull together in their plane. kr.
Hamilton owned land & uth of the present line of the Rock Island

and ¥r. Grinnell's were largely to the north. Mr. damilton, by sarewd-
nese or by luck, got business developments, two stores, built on his
side of the dividing line md this seemed to be the probable @ urse of
bus iness, much to the chagrin of Mr. Grinnell. ie offered several
counter inducements but none seemed potent until he persuaded the
trustees of Iowa College, then at Davenport and seeking a better or
more gongenisl location, to come to Grinnell. He of fered them as a
gift twenty acres which were accepted as the college campus. With

the coming of the college the tide of public interest turned md trade
begen to turn north of the median line. . . . .

The beginning of Llowa College, or Grinnell College as we now call
it, come titutes a story in itgelf. ¥r, Griunnell had very amblitious
plans for the estsblishment of Grinnell Universd ty. It was incorporated
as such end Mr. Grinnell was president of the board of trustees. As
originally concelved the university wag to consist of two seménaries
or schools. One was to ve located on what is now the present campus
and was to be for young women. The other, for young men, was to be
located in the southern psrt of town, south of the present Rock
Tslend teilrozd at a8 "safe distance” from the female seminary as the
gpeech of those days put it. Wr. Grinnell gave twenty agreﬁ'and
further, as a part of nis nlan for e stablishing the un1v¢r51ty{ he
oftered to give the proceeds of the sale of ce talin po?tlons of the
1ots which he 24ld tosettlers to provide a working eapital or the‘h
beginning of an endowment fund. N wooden bhuilding was erected an the
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Joanna Harris Heines -5
present site of Alumni hall (registration building).

,. 5 CR < fun . 2 .- - - P .
promoi?incg?l:%igf-Ti."ﬁnq irs. L. . Parker was a happy incident in the
Rromosion of g hne 28 &n educational center. Frior 0 that we had

e well, ut when he began his work in 135% everything changed and a
new era wag inaugureted. :He was =z graduate of Cberlin, waich to m“
youthiful mind was ther adiant center 87 all that was best. IHe mage Bs
eager to legrn becruse he made us realize tnat knowledge was the means
of 1pt?oduc1ng us to the larger 1life of the world about us and to thne
significance of the hnistory of the world. He illuminatec the schoolroom
and mede our lessons vital... . . It was due to ifr. Cooper, later
Colonel Cooper, that Professor znd ¥rs. Lerker csme to Griunell. He had
known them at Jberlin. o

Why was not Prefessor Perker made president of the universt ty and
izter of Iowa college ghen it came to Grinnell? . . . Wnille we were in
flact an anti-slavery community, there waes sharp difference among us as
to the proper limits of agitation. Professor Parker was an "Oherlinite"
and 211 such were looked upon by the general public as extremists anda
dangerous radicals. This was especially true in Iowa. . . . Il was
common talk that Professor Parker was oromised the oresidency of
Gripnell University, but YMr. Grinnell snd others with whom he had to
work soon realized thst however much they wmight sympatnize with the
new thought and progressive ideas of the day, they hed to reccn witn
the strong current of common opinion in outlying regions from which
they hoped to draw suvnort for the new and ambitious university. . .

The mztter of the presidency hung in the helance for seversl Vesrs.
The Civil War kept the decision in suspence and finelly Dr. George I,
¥agoun of Bowdoin was cslled. His attitude while 'advanced'! was not
5o extreme in populsr estimzte as that of Mrofessor Parker. The re-
lztions of these two men and ¥r. Grinnell congitute & most interesting
study in humen relationships and in the furtnerance of onublic philan-
thropy. « « They added much to the zest and picturesqueness of life in
the town.

The visits of Jobhn Brown on two occasions gave to Grinnell fame,
or infamv, sccording to one's views of his career and charscter. . .
When he ceme with the eleven negro slaves he hed taken frow their
mesters in Hissouri, I saw and heard him. The town was agog with excite-
meunt. Evervone knew he wab there end there were many who did not approve
of hig high-haunded method of invading IMissouri and kidnapping the slaves.
Though thev sbhored slavery, reaslized interference . » might bring
norrors of slave ingurrection and civil wer. Brown spoke in tpe circh
where the stone churci now atands. . » Next worning stooped in front of
the schoolhouse with his covered wagon and hailed Cfrofessor Parker W o
went out to talk to wnim. . . Oue pupil asked if we wmight not go out
too. . Jde were much excited to see & nurber of wooly heads and flasi-
ing black eves and rows of white teech greeting us through the;crgckg
in the wagon cover where it had been lifted by some of the pickaninnies
crowded in the back of the wagon.

Becasuse of wy parents views on slavery, Wwe were'among the conductors
of the vnéerground railwevd. o . vut it wes not mentl?ned .t_.twe Fnew
some thing was up, but I believe it was not generally &pownt hi iuzw »
house was s'stetion' hecpuse nE my narents were g0 replcen . Wwe kn )
was a gengerous toplc. . . In the morning, the cnlored womasn was FONe.

, . e were as alert as crickets. « o
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'Hy brother, Dr. Hphraim Herris, entered the army service as a reg-

iment vohysician. In TJew Orlesns hne became in o me wsy interested in zsn
attrezctive negro lad cslled James. How wy brother took charge of him
or felt concerned to help him I do not recall. But he brought him to
Grinnell. His education became a wmatter of coucern and he was seut to
the .town s chool, His appearance in the schoolroom precipitated anther
grisis,., Grinnell had a number of New-Englanders who were ldealista and
friends of humanity when thinking of far-away China, Afrits, or South
Carolina, but their zeal in good works cooled when the actuslities
came into town and next door. Several citizens orotested ageinst Jaues
being »ut in with their children in school. . . Two citizens both

from Wew Englend, Cantain Clark (an old sea captain) md lMr. R. I
Kellogg, were leaders of those who came to schivol to protest. But
Profesmor Porker announced in no uncertain terms that anyone who wven-
tured to take the negro boy from school must do it over nis dead body.
Previsrug exverience warned them, snd the-lzd was left alone. Nothing
ceme Trom the flare-up but smoke.

My recollections of the Civil War are not so clear .. . » [Four
of mv brothers snd my father enrollsd in the zrmy. ¥y brothers, James,
aged 23, and Samuel, aged 30, enlisted in Company B of the 40th Towa
Infantry, znd served for three years. ¥y oldest brother, Dr. Ephroim

terris, was ag~o~ia*e~d with the same regiment as assistant surgeon hut

e

the major pert of his service was in charge of a hospital glven over torn

smallnox cases in New DOrlean s. il brother McKeer sleo egrved 1in Col.
Cooper's reriment., 1% youngest brother, William, was ordered into
cervice, but because of my mother’s need of him on the farm he was re-
legsed,and I sympathized with his disappointment., : :

iy fether's wae experience was intersting. He wasg 58 years old,
beyond militery age. He joined the fsmous "Greybeard" Regiment, the
svth Towe iInfaatry « . « served from Dec, 1862 ta May, 1365. All
mere over 45 yeare of sge and were not subject to draft or call. . .
Regiment saw considerable service in iissouri, Illinols, Tennegsee
and Ohio. At Indianavclis and Columbus they guarded prison cam)s. . -

Our work in college was, of course, completely disturbed by the
outbreak of the Civil Wer. . . -All the able bodled men of the_clagsgs
enlisted., . » Trow my own claseg of 1865 three left: idenderson ilerclci,

nobert ¥. doines and Charles Scott., Jr. daines (later her husband) was

a2 Qusker, but went into service of the Christisn Sanitary Commission
. . O o : . . 7
and served as 2 nurse 1n a hospital in St. Louds. . .

(Article as cut and used during early months of Grinnell's Centeunial

observance, 1954,)



