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"he popular conceptlion of schools in the Tidwest
Jurine the 1800s is the one-room schoolhouse, with its
attendsnt imazes of schoolmarms, blrch-rodsg, slates, and
simple, straichtforiard teaching., In our idealized
notionsg, one-ronm schoolhouses have taken on a certain
mystique: they symbelize a less compliceted time, an »ma
1Men one could still form a comprehensive world-view — all
ine eduention anyone possibly needed could be had in a
gingle roowm, The one-room schoolhouse seems a perfect
~n~logue for the paradoxical mind-get that pervaded the
1ast half of 19th century America: thousands of citizens
who believed that, through a rational process of education,
all of huamanity was meving inexorably toward convergence,
Vet they lived in “island communities," worlds that were, .
in effect, only & few miles square.1 The publicts’yearning
for a rational education combined with a sense of isolated
zelf=gufficiency found its expression in the one-room school,

But just as there was no monolithic American be-
lief in the 18003; there is no monolithic "American school,”
The one-room schoolhouse may be representeive of rural
education of the doy, dbut at the same time a much more so-
phisticated type of school system was evolving in the
burceoning towns of the Midwest, By 1880, many town dis-
tricts had to deal with problems just as complex as those
faced by modern-day school adminlstrators, This study will
focus on the public school system of Grinnell from lts in-
ception in 1855 to 1880, *reating areas ranging from broad
historical development to specific courses of study. HMany
of these areas overlap; all are interdependent, This inter-
dependence 1llustrates the complex nature of one embryonic
town system in the liidwesgt; while it cannot and should not
completely dispel the popular conception of 19th century
sehooling, hopelfully 1t will add a new perspective to our
viev of whnt schools were like in Jowa a century ago.

Tror the beginning, the compunity leaders of



Srlnnell hrve ploced a great deal of emphasis, at least
'vhetnribally, on the quality of publle education in the
tovm, Tublic zehools In tandem with the Consregational
“hurch hierarechy were an integral part of founder Josiah
Taghmell Grirnellls program from a temperance town.2 _
The early settlers of CGrinnell were apparently welleknown
in the state for their affinity for books and learnings

one man reecslled "Vhen T came to Iowa and settled in Qsla-
loosa they told me of a town thirty miles north across the
trairie where they 2ll read the New York Tribune and the
Tihle every morning before breakfast."3 This kind of word-
of-nouth recoendetion was a majof method of attracting
zottlers fo the new towvm, The kind of families Grinnell
eted to lure to nis fettlement could be eaticed by an
operating public school,

It was in this conducive atmosphere thet the [first
sehnolhouze in the village vas bullt, approximately one
sear =~fter itz founding, Probably intended to bhe temporary,
2orly in the spring of 1055 ten men pledged $15 each for its
sonatruction; Orinnell himgelf was the contractor.4 The
luwrber was in the zrove on a itlonday, but by that Sunday a
radinentary Building of 16x24 feet had been constructed,

Ta areen ocall soon varped with the raln, and water often

rushed in hetween the roof and floor boards.5 Built on a
corner of the Congregational Church lot, this schoolhouse
alzo served as the church itself and the town hall, It was
replaced the next year by a dbuilding of two single-room
storeys measuring 40x40, costing around $5000, This school
stood untll 1871, and in the early years was also used for
lectures, church meetings, caucuses, elections, courts,
iyveeuns, and soclals.

Yet even with the towm leadershints profecsed
concern about creating a quality public school system, edu-
cation during the first year of the town was nothing spe-
cial, The first fhree teachers — Tuecy Bixby, Toulsa Bixby,
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and Saxmuel . Cooper =~ were not interested in education as
a ocareer, The school was ungraded and lessons stiressed
memnorization rather than comoprehension, Dissatisfaction
with the teaching methods in the public school was possibly
one of the reagons why the private school Darius Thomas
held in his home during the winter of 1855-56 flourished.
Tt d4id so well that the tovm leadership sought to co-opt
him into the meinstream by offering him a professorship at
the proposed Grinmell University, which they were pushing
auite strongly; Thomas declined because he had no training
in music. Mearing his own school would fall if the college
would acturlily be built, Thomas moved to Newton in April
1856 and founded the ilazel Nell Academy (later Newton Nox-
mal College);7 there vere no more immediate threats to the
primaoy of the public schools that the town leaders hoped
vonld feed fGrinnell University,

Perhaps sensing that other private schools might
sain a strong foothold if the quality of the town's achool
‘4id not improve, the founders of Grinnell began a search
for a profegsions)l educator to conduct public instruetion,
In the sunmier of 1856 they found just such s person when
‘ooper persuaded one of his classmates at Oberlin, Teonard
W, Tarker, to come to frinnell and become the firat Superin-
tendent of the public school.8 Joanna Harris Haines felt
that Parker's arrivel revolutionized the school; until 1856
it had been run efficiently but hardly innovatively. In-
stead of a treadmill of rote lessons, Parker imbuéd the
students with "a sense of the wonder and adventure of learn-
ing, e relsted the lessons %o 1ife.“9 Perker was Ilndeed
& devoted educator who dbrought te his work both a sense ol
duty and an active, inguiring mind. Although he only taught
in the public school for four years, he did moxe than anyone
else to lay & scolid foundation for the public schoolas of the
town, His primary innovation during his teaching tenure,

one of lasting importance, was turning the Grinnell school
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into a mraded school; by 1857 a third grade hed been added, ©

e centerplece of Grinnell's vision of a temper-
ence town was alwavs the building of a university or college.
Toward this end, the town began building the physical plant
of the proposed Grinnell University.' Actually, Grinnell
hoped if possible to draw the foundering JTowa College of
Davenport to the new colony, hut if this fell through, the
tovm was fully prennred to create a university of its own,
‘thile it would be unfair to say that the public school was
a2 handmaiden to Grinnell University, immedintely after
Parker:came it was made preparatory to the proposed insti-
tution, The public .school had to meet criterla set forth
by the Grinnell University trustees, which promoted the
enrollment of foreign students (students from outside
Grinnell tovmship), no doubt to enhance the future student
hody of the University.12 By 1859, when Iowa Goliege did
coe to Grimnell, superseding the University, the public
schiool had become something of a county academy, drawing
pupils from 2ll over central Iowa.13

11

The pudblic school's connection with Iowa College
wes somewhat nebulous, Around 1859, Parker began advanced
college~level classes for the besat gtudents in the highest
crade of the public school.14 Gome of these classes were
actually held in the first building on the Iowa College
campus, Ailso in that year, the District Township of
Grinnell School Board voted to charge tuition to students
who attended cleasses "in conmexion with the college de-
partment."15 Tineg between secondary school and college
were further blurred during the 1859=60 school year when
Parker taught half-time at the-college.16 This arrange~
rnent was reciprocal: in 1860 the Board voted to pay Iowa
College 410 per month for teaching students from the Dis-
trict Township courses in Algebra, Philosophy, and Ameri-
can History.17 That same yecr the College asled the Super-
intendent of the publie schoel, S.H, Herrick, and a Board
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weqber of tha Tistriet, Luiney A, Gilmore, to provide in-
stimetion on copus for these higher classes without ex-
nense ho the College to help get it off the ground, They
necepted, thelr only pay beins the infinitesimally small
surpins left from the tultion charge to foreign students
(zbout “4=5 ver term) after mrintenance expenses were paid.
The next yéﬁr, 1860-61, the trustees took over all instruc-
tion at Towa “Tolleze, and the “uperintendent of the public
anhool became principal of the Preparatory Department there.1p
The Civil lar and the creation of the Independent District
of Griunell in 1867 Wéakened the public school's ties with
the College, and by the 18708 the two were entirely separ-
2te entities, ' 5 '

Yoreim students did not always attend the public
renool nerely as a pieface to matriculation in Iowa College;
pupils from outside the distriet attended both before sand
after the sechool's affiliation with the Gollege.19 3ince
“nition frow foreisn students was an eszenticl supp}ement
Lo publicly-funded revénues, the school itselfl actively
cought such gtudentsy in TFebruary 1859, & '"notice"™ of the
Grinnell public sehool vwes placed in the lontezuma Republicaﬁ.
-oreizn pupils were accomodated in private homes, rooming
iover “roodsgheds, in unplestered rooms vhere bedstead, chair,
tahle, and stove were uncomfortable proximity'; they paild
their way by chopping wood and gardening.21 On the surface
it might appear that the issue of foreign students in the
Arinnell public school would be fairly innocuous; in fact,
it was the pretext for the most violent controversy in the
early years of the entire town.

20

Grinnell was oripginally settled by 2 band of New
inzland ebolitonicts, and was well-known as a stop on the
underground railroad through Towa., There was also a con-
siderable portion of the population from Southern or pro-
glavery backgrounds that arrived later, In 1860 there were
~five fugltive slaves attending the Grinnell publie school,
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noat frow ildssouri. The oldest was a men of about 26 years
of nge, a husbant and s father, who wished 1o learn to read
ap he could go bvack to Missouri and lead his familly north

by usinng the ;uideposts.zz'

The youngest was also the only
zirl of the group, 16~year-old Frances Overton, These
voung people desperately needed an education; not only were
they illiterste in language, dut illiterate in the culture
of the people who controlled thelr lilves, fhen Frances,
who lived with the Amos Bixby family, was shown a pilcture
of the Orucifixion, she asked "What are they doing to that
BN WP there?“23 But the fugitive slaves had a voracious

arnetite for learning: three months after heing shown the
orucifixion, frances won the Sunday school contest for
ynowing the zreatest number of Sceriptural verses from memory -
in the process offending some white setﬁlers.e4

The first problems over the question of allowing
hiacks to attend the publiec school emerged at the annual
open meeting in early Harch 1860, Although the fugitive
slaves had been attending the school without incident for
some time, there was apparently a strohg undercurrent of
anti-black sentiment in the town in those troubled months
just prior to the Civil War, for there had been rumors In
the air that something might happen at the meeting, Events
did indeed come to a head when a young man rose and sald
"T rove that hereafter no more foreign students shall be
admitted to the public school,"” The motion was seconded.25
Tarker was still Superintendent of the school at that time
and wng rTuaning' the meeting. He reminded those assembled
of the sehool's position as preparatory department for the
College, ‘Mmich the District Court had recosnized as 1egal;26
that most of the classes in school contained non-residents,
some in a vast majority; and that foreign students brought
in 4700 yearly in tuition. To pass the resolution would
not only undermine Iowa College, but as Superintendent, he
would be foreced to suspend some of the classes in which the
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majority were foreign students «— Including the one that conw
4{ained the son of the proposer {who has remained anonymous
in =11 accounts of the controversy, but may have been Timoilhy

73, Clark, 2 young farmerzv).

Mrthermore, the townsypeople
would have to make up the loat revenue. The vote was taxen
and the motion lost, with only the proposer votlng in the

affirmative.

"3pt ve didn't say exactly what we wanted," said
the proposer. "We want to exclude the niggers.," A vote on
this resolution was taken, with a majority of five voting
to allow the black students to remain, But the minority
vere disgruntled, and further trouble wasg anticipated.zS

Parker arrived at the schoolhouse early the next
morning with a heavy walking stick, Before long, two of
the dissidents appeared at the building's door, By his own
account, Farker made a stand at the schoolhouse door - and
defended the rights of all properly enrolled students, not
apecifically those of blacks.29 After a short exchange,
the two men withdrew sinece the bdblack students had not
arrived yet, having been intercepted nearby. In some
accounts, Amos Bixby furnished the black men with arms and
exl:orted them to fight for their rights,3o but this, along
with Parker's exchange with the two dissidents, cannot be
verified. 4 mob developed, but cooler heads on both sides
of the issue prevalled upon the crowd to disperse, To
avold further tirmoil, echool was closed early for the
swwer  © and the fugitives were glven %temporary jobs in
the town,

In effect, the slaves had been expelled from the
mublic school, To help fill the voild, Mra. Sarah Bixby
cpened 2 free school to all the black people of Grinnell in
her residence, showing great courage in the face of open
antagonism.31‘ This school was ahortalived, however, because
the leaders of the proe-slavery factlon alerted slave-hunters



thvouzh a Ot. Touis newspaper to the lact that there were
fu~itives In triamell, Tor their ovwn safety, the slaves
cere reroved to (Quaker colonies farther north,

Irmediately after the "incipicnt mod" the TRoard
get~d to emsure that the opportunity for such a oontrovelsr
need nevey occur again, They resgolved that53

1., £11 gtudents over 21 he considered forelgn
stndentso

7. 1L Torei,n students must apnly for ad-
mimeion to the Doard and pay halfl the
tuwition in advence, the balance due
when the term iz half through,
P mvitlon be Tiised to A new level,
ranging from 31 to 31,25 per nonth,
depenﬂlnﬂ Uﬂon the grade, |
ty oputtine an age lirit on free schooling and by delegating
to thermselve . the pouer to screen out applicants, the Roard
conld effectively eliwinate all black adults or fugltive
slaves from the public school 1f they so desired. Ralsing
the tuition level wes another barrier to families in
frinnel) 1iY¥ - the DNixbyes who nmight be harboring fugitives
nnd considering sending them to the school,

Put surh controversy was certainly the exception
during the first five years of the Grionnell public schools,
Depker characterized that time as one of stern physicel
cronoriles; ne-cwtiieless, he found imuch pergonal satisfsc-
“ion in his four yenrs of teaching in the public Bchool.34
The hard timez of 1857-60 were a reality in Grinnell; no
cr . Ait snd little money, with taxes unpaid for years,
cofea siving ray to sorshum-sweetened rye.j' It was no
dif"erent for the 01001 Board, which had to resort to
conlous vaye to keep the system runvning, such zs renting
roornn in the sci:onlhouse for private functiona.)6 I'er-
Lape the pineh war felt most acutely in the area of school
“ecuipment, The publie school bhadly needed # library in
thoue days, bul the only "library" that could be mustered
up wag a warped hookecase half~filled with donnted books,

o



which soon ended in failure.37
It is somevhat difficult to discuss specific in-
cidents in the early bistory of Grinnell's school without -
n knovledge of the orgonizational framework in which it
“ook place, In Grinnell's first years, it was an unofficial
board" of tovm leaders who exerted most of the influence
on its educational systém, Until 1858, the public school
was run on this informal basis, with the individual teacher
and a fewv prominent concerned cltizens making policy., Thig
changed with the passage of the free-school law in Mareh
1858; one month later the District Towmship of Grinnell vas
38 This law, one of the first steps toward estah-
Jiohing wiiform standards of education in Jowa, will be
discussed in more detail below,

forned,

This new school district, as the name suggests,
wvas coextensive with Grinnell Township. The major duty of
the Borrd of lirectors was to manage the finances of the
Aistrict, TT one looks at the minutes of almost any regu-
larly schedule” meeting of the Board durlng these years,
one ig etruck by the amount of time spent auditing long
lists of small bills for repalirs or services rendered,
Board members vere by no means averse to contracting re-
peir work to themselves: in one meeting the names of four
perbers appear on the list of pald contract work.39 They
were also responsible for various other financial duties:
purchasing insurance (in 1860 the schoclhouse was insured
with the T'eoria Insurance Company for #2000 at a cost of
523 per yeart0), issuing vonds, and paying employees. The
other major duty of the Board executed in regular session
was the hiring and Tiring of personnel, mainly teachers,

special meetings of the District Township Board
dealt with the election of new members, which Yook place in
a public vote beld anaually in early spring, and major °
disaiplinary probl=ms in the school, TFor example, Loyal
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Thelps Jr, .ns expelled in 1861 for destroying school prop-
41

nyli, Tinally, the Board c¢~lled apecial meetings to

formutl=te nev school regulations, such as those passed after
e mear-moh of 106G, A nore typlecal ex mple of resulations
can be found in the minutes of 1863:42

1., Stvdents sh~1l not remain on the school
grounds or in the school house after the
¢loge of closges,

. Joteg from parents will he required in

explanation of absence or tardiness,

Unercused abrences will be expelled,

There shall be a public examination of

students #t the end of each term,

« There shall be no unexcused absences
from exsminations, :

6., Vandalisn shall be cause for immediate

expulsion, '

[+

L5 TN C Y.
- -

Overseeing all the district townships in the
county was the Tounty Superintendent, an office created by
the freewgcel ool law of 1258, iis main job was to hold
exrminztions for teacher certification and to wisit all the
cehools in the county to make sure the state's standards
were being sdhered to,’? The County Superintendent vas
also reguired to issue an annual report recounting the
peneral finencial situations of each of the districts under
his jurisdiction ac well as other statistics concerning
2ttendance, nunber of teachers, and so on; in it he also
nade recormendntions on how to solve problems of individual
districts. Apparently there vas a good working relationship
between the County Superintendent and the local boards in
Coweshielk County, for wccording to 8.J. Buck, an eminent'_
educntor Iror Grinnell, during the three years he held that
office, the districts usually followed the recomsendations
he made in the annual report.44 |

The Zistriet Township of Grinnell functioned un-
changzed uitil 1265, vhen the Board was forced to split the
tovmship into two sub-~districts; the next year the township
~vas re-divided into five sub-distreits (see chart 1).45 The
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recsons for this re-districting were not given explcitly;
however, they possibly arose from administrative concerns —
the'husiness of runnineg schoeolc was just too great to be
%andled from the township level, Another, greater impetus
to the creation of smaller dictricts was an act the General
Aspembly pasced in 1662 thot allowed any incorporated
gettlement of over 300 inhobitants to form ¢ seperate achool
Aisgtrict; iv 1066 the population requirement was lowered to
200.46 this change in the law, combined with the fact that
nrinnell iancorporated as a town in 1865, is probably the
vizjor resson vhy the Indspendent Disgtrict of Grinnell was
formed in about | arch of 1867.47 A1l indications are that
e oplit between the two districts was amicable, althougn
certain nonetory clainms were still awailting settlément aa

103
Tnte ng 1073, 4

e wew districet encompassed the city limites of
crdorell, teliing ovar the direction of the lone school,
#1370 oprratii s dear the cehter of tovm in the 1056 buillding,
he Doard of 11 JTudependent istrict carried out basically
the sozme fuietieoas as the Board of the Tistrict Township; .
it struettire s the sane except for the creation of the
“uparintendent of the puablic school. The Independent Dig-
trict algo introduced the full system of eleven grades, di-
v ded into four srades eaeh of Primary and Grammar school
and threa years of ligh School.49

The Zuperintendent, who was also the Principal of
the Tigh Sehool, wes expected to handle all disciplinary
cages and to remilinrize himself monthly with the progress
of each class in the school.50 It was uis duty to iseue
the innual lieport, vhieh toolr different forms., The 1869
report con~iated of the names of all 342 students enrolled,
wit™ their ziwmde snd deportment averages, the number of

inas absent ond tolal winutes tardy;51 later reports
printed “hess lypeg of statistics as well as complete Board
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e mletions o A cour:es of study.) The office of ‘mperii-

Lanfiant vag gtructured so ns to allow a vizorous nan to
introducs frnevatlongs; the first Superintendent, of the Inde-
pe-dant Listviet, John Valentine, was such a wan, Luring
nio Vowe yevrs 1o the post he ovizinated attendance, puncitu-
nlity, sgcholirship, and deportuent feports, all of which Aaid
el fo o dneretae bthe sceo.nbabllity of the nchoolg to the
pn?@ﬂts.ﬁg Tt 1Y 80 happened that one of Velentine's in-o-
voetlons wae o play o nuch wove direct role ian the lives of
his students cut thelr fmwiiies. '

Around oon on lebruary 24, 18671, a fire was dis-
anvered in the fuvrnace room of the schoolhouse, Valentine
n=1 ingtituted fire drills two years previously and they
*al haen practiced resularly since that time., lie was noti-
fied of the [ire, and marched everyone out in jood order
w1 Aismisaed the classes early, never telling the students
why, . &= of the ¢"ildren were halfway home before they
renlized the building was on fire;54 By 12:20 P,M, over
100 volunteers were fighting the blaze (there was no fire
company in frinnell at this time), but the situation was
nade hopeless by the thick black coal smoke and a strong
nortnvest wind, The entire building and most of the furni-

ture and book- were lost,>?”

_ The Doard acted swiftly, meeting in emergency
gegsion two days later, and voted to rebuild a new 5¢h00) -
house on the old sitej they also made provisions for school
to continue in private homes., One month later the Board
avarded a contract for a new wooden structure to Larrabee
and Beaton for $10,680.56 This building was completed in
time for the fall term, It was much more spacious than the
0old one, with five sixteen~foot~high rooms on the second
floor; the halls were wider and it had a mansard roof and
cupola, The editors of the Grinnell Herald declared that
the enhanced beauty of the bullding would have a positive



effect on Yeducatory power."57

But even this enlarsed building was soon not
sufficient to heandle the numbers of students coming into
the Grinnell school., In 1867 the town had 417 youngsters
of vchool age out of a population of only 993; by 1875 the
town had grown to 1430, but”the number of school-age chil-
dren remained alrogt exactly the same, rising to 419.58 It
seems a mueh hisgher percentage of the eligible children
wers taking advantage of free schooling in the mid-1870s,
Tor in 1874 an extra teacher and room had to be gecured to
handle the overflow.59 The overcrowding became so acute
that in March 1077 Superintendent A.C. Hart wrote the
[lerald to report that seating was Jammed to capacity and a
new school would certainly have to be built.60 In April of
that year a bhond icsue to fund the bulliding of a new achool
passed; one weell later the classes went on split secsions

until the new building was compleﬁed.61

The Zoard's two-member special committee selected
a sit: in the southern section of Grinnell and bought four
adjacent lote there for $66O.62 -Construction started imme-~
dictely under the direetion of Benjamin Bartlett; by Sep-
tember of that year it was ready for classes, although there
were some defects in the execution of the design because
contractor and Board went to arbitration over some of the
bills., The total cost was eventually settled at slightly
over ﬂ4500.63 The old schonl was now referred to as Center
schools the nevw, as 3South 3chool, The boundary line between
the two was originally the east-west railroad track through
town, but by 1879 all Primary and Grammar students living
south of Third ivenue attended the new school.64 But the
gschool population of Grinnell was growing so fast that by
1780 the first srade was forced to operate on split sessions.65

FPerhaps the biggest problem for the school Board
of Grinnell duving the early years was financing public
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education, At the time of the esgtablishment of the firet
school in Grirnell, Jowa had no uniform free-school law,

411 studente from the town initially paid $2.00 per term for
tuitidn.66 this, of course, did not nearly cover the cost
of rurnnin:; the schools for the most part, thls was accom-
pliched throupgh rate bills,67 which were simply assessments
on the families of schoolchlldren in proportion to the

a 68
amount they made use of the school,

There seems to have
been no provision for indigent families in the rate bill
system, as there was in the early Michigan territorial
sehools, in which the district was authorized to apportion
tha cost of oo ooling poor children among the other rate-
payers;sg
1958, there are no records extant on how much rate bills
cost in Grinnell,

ginee the school Board was not created until

In January 1858-J;B.~Gninne11 introduced into
the General Assembly the bill that established uniform free-
asehool districts in Iowva, Passed in March of that'yéar, the
1ill made the township the untli for a scheol district, while
incorporated toms of at least 1000 people had the option of
ovganizing independent wuchool districts.70 Under this law,
the electors had the power to determine a tax levy for pro-
viding bwiltings, teacher's salaries, and school equipment;
they aleco nirht authroize the school board to anticipate a
tax and borrow roney for a dbuilding and site.71 The tax
could not exceed five mills on the dollar upon taxable PI'o-

perty.72

The Board of the District Township wasted no time
in organizing, holdinpg their first meeting only a month after
the passace of the law, In l'ay of 1858 the township voted
900 to help pay for the schoolhouse;73 apparently they also
authorized the Roard to borrow money, for in 1859 the dis-
trict was over 1400 in debt to Mr. Grinnell.’® By 1860,
the schools were heavily in debt, paying 25% interest on
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gome of their loans, but indebtedness was e financial’ coﬁ-
dition fairly common in the iiidwest in 1860, 7 In fact, by
1865 the loan on the schoolhouse was‘paid_off,7 and 1t
appears the District Township was never in any dire finan-
cial siraits,

The two primary neans of flnancing the schools
vere the levyin: of taxés and the 1ssuance of bonds, Al-
though both iethods were contingent upon the approval of
the voters of the district, during the first quarter-
century of the Grinnell public schools the funding of edu-
cation was not a controversial lssue: tax levies and bond
issues were passed consistently in those years, Even after
the 5~mill ceiling vas raised and the total school taxes
exceedéd 30 mills on the dollar, few citizens shared the
gentiments of "A Taxpayer" who wrote the Herald ia 1870 to
question the wisdom of paying so much tax for schools and
how the'monéy was belng spent.77 Judging from election
results, most Grinnell voters were inelined to agree with a
nGitizen'" who replied to the above letter later that month.
le didn't object to the school tax since he egtimated that,

Cyaying on property valued at G750, it cost him only $13.50

per year to send his two children to school, 8 Nevertheless,
taxes in 1871 were lowered from 33 mills to 25 mills on the
dollar ” (see chart 2), School bond elections were equally
successful. although few bonds were issued in the first
years of the Distriect Township, the Independent District

in 1867 received approval to issue  §6000 "worth of bénds at
2% interest, redeemable wlthin five years at the Board'
pleasure.ao SimiLar bonds were issued in 1869 and 1877.
The 1877 election aroused little voter interest, and $4000
worth of bonds to finance the South School were approved
with only two disgenting votea.82

The impact of finance on the nature of public
education in Grinnell is also evident when one conslders
the salaries of teachers., At that time, teachers.were often
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not looked upon as professionals — indeed, many of them were
not, in terms of teaching as a lifetime occupation — but

as laborers for hire, 83 Tow wages were justified by the
argument that "teachers spend only six hours of each day in
labor, and can afford to work cheap," 84 pnd so they did in
Grinnell, especially compared to other Iowa towns (see chart
%3}, Although various formulas were used, both Grinnell dis-
triects paid their %teachers on a graduated scale according to
the grade taught, from first grade on the low end on uap to
High School instructors, In 1865, High School teachers were
paid $40 monthly; Intermediate, $30; and Primary, $28,5°

The effect of thir system was to encourage teachers to move
toward the secondary grades, leaving a potential vacuum of
talent in the all-important first few grades, +“Such a wagé:
scale could be interpréeted as a refleétion of a philosophy
of éducation that emphasized linear classroom gchievement
rether than depth of understanding.

Throughout this period the Grinnell districts
suffered a high turnover rate in teachers; one of the rea-
sons was the relative monetary insecurity of the job,
Salaries could be raised or lowered at the whim of the Beard;
when wages fell charply, as they did -in 1878, 86 the in-
structor had no recourse except to gquit or work another job
on the side, Anocther restraint on a young person consider-
ing teaching as a long~term career was the chronic problem
of late payment of wages. This occurred rather more fre-
puently then it should have; in 1859, S.F, Cooper was paid a
sun due him in 18‘57.8'7 The abuses eaged in later years,
but were s%ill prevalent enough in 1871 to compel the Herald
to recount stories of young ladies who were nolt paid for _
tWo years because the dlstriet treasury was so depleted, and

conzequently were Fforeced to take other jobs to pay their
pi11s,58 |

The one constant in the entire area of teacher's
salaries in CGrinnellts public schools was the pay bias
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agoainst women, which was always blatant and often striking,
It wag apparent from the earliest years: in 1859, Leonard
Parler and Jilliam Beaton were paid $50 and %30 monthly,
respectively, while Helen Vilton and Junielle Phelps made
only 20 and 16 for the same period.89 It was more pro-
nounced in later years: in 1869, John Valentine was paid
4150 per month as Superintendent/Principal; Joanna Harris
Haines earned #60 monthly for a workload as Assistant TPrin-
cipal that certainly vas not less than half that of Valen-
tine's,go In that year, mals teachers in Grinnell averaged
311,30 per week in pay, while women made $7.91 doing the
Bae work.91 Although higher pay for men could be justified
sorewhat because of the higher positions they held, there
was a strong prejudiée against women for these positions,
During the Civil var, when all the teaching sitaff were
wonten, the hoard resolved to secure a permanent male teacher
for the highest grude.92 At any rate, since so few other
ceceupntions vere available to women, it 1s doubtful whether
tnis pay bios discournged those seeking employment from
becoming teachers., Gince the ineguality of the situation
aroused no public attention, it was probably taken as the
norm, Women Iinstructors were at the mercy of male directors;
not until 1€76 were women 2lected to the board of a school
district in Jrinnell, and neither of them had been teachers.93

Of course, this pay bias was tne of the major
causes of the high turnover rate that has already been noted;
this in turn helped retard the growth of teaching as a pro-
Tesslon, Tor theré were no” éxternal factors td-oblige &
young woman to moake education a career, Women made up the
great majority of teachers, yet most saw their Job as merely
A stepplngstone to marriage or, more rarely, to other work.g4
This is borne oult in frinnell: during the first two decades
of the public schocls, the longest consecutive stretch. any
female .instructor taught was three years,

The prerequisite for those considering a teaching
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joh was certification, Technically, one only had to do two
things to get certified in Tovia up te 1880:95
1. Pass the teacher's examination which was
administered on a regular basis by the
County Juperintendent.
2, From 1861-1874, attend a teacher's insti-

tute; after 1874, attend a normal

institute.
The teacher's examination could be taken by anyone, but
usually a knowledge o0f-at least part of the High School
course wag necessary to pass. Poweshiek County acquired
a reputation for its especially severe tests, recelving
nmany complaints from JIowa College applieants who failed %o
pass.96 Before the creation of independent dilstricts, this
test was always glven by people from Grinnell, and they
expected aspiranto frow the town to achieve a higher stan-
dard in order to iin a certificate., This was a matter of
pride to Grisnellian:c, who had 'no desire to have poor
specimens of ucholarship from Grinnell in the schools
around them,no/

From 1861 to 1874 would-be teachers from Grinnell
fulfilled the second reguiremsnt by attending the Poweshiek
Jounty Teacher's Inetitute, which every summer held week-
long reetings to improve the general level of teaching., At
the 1866 meeting there were 38 members from Grinrell and
the president of the association was Leonard F. Parker.98
Instructional lectures ranging from "Penmanshilp" to "llanners
and liorals" wer: given during the day; lighter lectures on
peripherally academic topics were offered in the evening.99
faide fror. studying or reviewing various teaching skills,
the Tnstilute's main business was to pass resolutions and
mai-e themw publie, usually in order to express some of the
tecehers' problens and concerns, In a series of resolutions,
the 1266 Institute declared that "the general diffusion of
imoviledge is the only safeguard of the peace, prosperity,
and freedom of our country," and, although they were
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determined to do what they could "by being better teachers
and irrepressible apgitators for the cause of popular educa-
tion," they could not bear all the resp0nsibility:1
Unless the people second our efforts, by wise
and liberal provinion for the material support
of our schools, by furnishing comfortable
schoolhouses, necessgary apparatus, uniform
text books, and by remunerating teachers in
proportion to the gualifications required
of them, we can accomplish comparatively
1ittle,
This statement is & clue to how inadequately the schools of

the day were ecuipped, and how poorly teachers were paild.

"™ese tencher's institutes varied from county to
county since the state exercised no control over their organi-
zatlion or azsuda, leaving that up to the County Superinten-
101 In 1874, the General Assembly passed a law re-
guiring the establi hment of normal institutes in every
county, eliminating teachexr's institutes. The main differ-
enice hetweer the two was the normal institutes were con- -

dent.,

trolled from a state level, thus achieving more uniformity,
and, as the name suyrpests, they stressed practical teaching
methods.102 These nev meetings also took place in the

summers in 1874 the Grinnell Board rented out the school~
house for the whole of Aungust to the normal institute.m3
"hese became the Lormal training grounds for teachers for

the duration of time covered by this study, supplemented

by the State Wormal School, founded at Cedar Falls in 1876.104

Cnee certified, teachers gained employment in the
Grinnell public'sohools by direct vote of the anrd.105
Usually these teachers were drawn from graduates of the
Grinunell public schools themselves or from gtudents at
Iowa College, Rarely was souneone from outside the immediate
Crinnell area employed, simply because the Board would proba-
bly not have been well-enough acquainted with the applicant.
?he selection process itself was rather haphazard: the Board
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seens to have elected people vhig, althoush vell-qualified,
had ne knowladgn of their pnesible election beforehand.106
™is gometimes led to a sorevhat ludicrous series of elec-
tions followed by resignstions; for example, frow July to
ceptember in 1874, five people in succession were electcd
to teaching positions only to resign at the next Board
meeting.1o7 |

(ne canno® doubt the profound effect that indi-
vidual elements, such as teachers, the Board, or the state,
hinve had on the specifics of public education in Grimnell,
Tt fto widerstand the bréader nature of the education
o.tered in Grinwmell's public schools, one must examine the
inttitution=1l factors that both .affeeted them and .adted ag |
# link to the cociety &t large. TFar and awcy the most |
inmportant inztitutional impact on the Grinnell schools was
velizion, The basis for all the beliefs of the founders of
Grinncll ~ for their emphssis on education, their support
for tenrerence, Their fervent abollitionist sentiment — wag
their deep-rooted, ineradicable Congregationalist faith,
The close ties bet een church and school went unQuestioned
in early frianells for the first seven years one building
served both purpoaem.108 This relationshiy was best ex~
rressed by 3,J, Buel in hic speech at the 1874 Crinnell
Sish Ceheol Conwiencerents '"The free conmon schools of our
land, . arey, naxt to the reliplon of our Lord Jesus Christ,
chee budverl of eur liberties and the glory of our civiliza-
tion.”109

e Irotestant tradition, as manifested through
Gongregationslism, was still strong in Grinnell even 25 ..
ye=rs after its founding. ‘Mhile it would be difficult to
meagure the impact of Congragationalism on the nature and
adminigtration of education in Grinnell, one should not
di wise ite possible influence 11ght1y.110 At any rate,

thers was a delinite Trotestant tinge to the practice of
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education in the town, llost schools in the l.idwest began
iheir day with prayer, | and Grinnell was little different;
the Board mand-te. tThat "The morning exercises of each
Sehool shall commener with reading the Scripfures, without
note or covwlent; and thiv may be followed by prayer and
appropriate singing.”1ﬂ2 The Board's ban on commentary on
the Ceriplures echoed Parker's belief that the Bible should
b2 nothin ; more than a reader text in the public sch001s.113
"mig pavsive position was challenged occasionally by peo-
ple who felt the Bible should be taught vigorously;114

even So, to the impressionable minds of young pupills it

et have been a very thin line between using the Bible ag

a book of object lessons and a source of illustration and
advocating its contents ag the literal truth,

Yopular standsrdy of norality also shaped the
¥ind of education a Grinnell youngster received. The
Hoard cherged teachers with the impossidle burden of up-
holding the moral rectitude of their students. An excerpt
Trom the school regulations of 1876:115

| Teachers cre especially required to regard the

moral and socirl culture of their pupils as

not less important than thelr mental training.

They shall not tolerate in them falsehood,

profanity, cruelty, or any form of vice, 3Ry

example, as well as precept, they shall

endeavor to form in them habits of social

refinsment,
For their part, students were expected to '"abstain {from the
use of tobaceo, from profenity, and from rude, bolsterous,
or vulgar language, while in the school room or on the
school grounds."116

Anothar broad force affecting education in the
tovni was socisl status, The men whio became involved in the
acriinistretion of the public schools were of the middle to
unper class, by prevalling Lidwestefn standards. Boeard men-

~ - pers listed in fthe 1770 census, for example, included



articans, merchants, and youn; professionals; except fourw,
017 were born in New fngland., By contrast, all the rosi-
dentre of {the town vho were li.ted as being unable to read
or ‘rite or Lolhh worked either as day laborers, railroad
vorlhers, or in Lkeeping house; they were born in.Southern
mtates, Iveland, or I'ruussia (see chart 4), The suggestion
of 2 divisioun along economic lines betweer the cnildren of
th . two grouns is s'rong., The probable pelarization be-
tween Nev fnizl-nders and Southerners has already been
alluded to regnvding the "incipient mob" of 1860; a similar
crosg-cultural clash arose 1n a much moYe innccuous form in
the schools themselves, Joanna Harris Haines recalled that
~hen che was attendin, the Grinnell public school, there
wag more than a litlle frietion between the children from

% New Hngland heritage and those from the VWest and South
which surfaced over the pronunciation of certain words.117
The problem wasg acute enough to reach Parker's attention
“hen he was County Superintendent, for he advocated placing
dictionaries in ench room solely as an ald to pronunciation.
e felt thet ditlects were devisive and "our Comuwon schools
s#hould 2id in produwelng and perpetuating a common tnglish

speech.“118

legardless of the townts  professed support of a
hipgh-quality punlic education, ore of the prodlems both
the dirvectors and boosters of the schools faced was drunming
up perental interest in their children's schooling. Time
afterftime the editors of the Herald urged parents to visit
th~ Sch001;119 even Farker in one of his County Superinten-
dentls reports made a special plea for parents to come and
ree the claases.TzO But this vas oue problem that secmed
-To be unsolvable; in 1873 only twelve people ocutside of the
Board visited the public school. '

e entire orientation of public education in
Gria-ell wa- tovard an atmosphera of diccipline and dili-
cgent scholershing 1 Thet, order ucemed to be the primary



ceiterion for a firet-rate .chool, A.7F, [lart, Superinten-
Teut ol th Independent Miastrict in the late 1670s, thoughﬁ
St das thoronzt and o saccessful school” as brsed upon
tropuler ond punetual ottendance, thorough discipline, neat
and corveet hatits, #nd accurnte, snthusiastic worh.”qzz
Jille there were notl nscessarily licted in order of descand-
i dmportance, there —as & tendency among CGrinnell admini-
“hrotors to strens adherencr {o the rules more than schol s-
Linoaehievement, It as written into the resulations:
teacners were expected Lo "rive careful and constant atten~
Lion Lo the coniuet, menners, and hablts of puplls, not only
vkile in the schosl room, but also at rocess and intermiszsion,

wad, ag for as po.sible, wvhile coming to and returning from
¢ ool., w123
This tmdency wan apparent in the /lerald's account
p - 12
¢l the.public schioel in 187%; they found 4

The ~hrols yehool as heon reduced to the wos
perloect oxlar, ITu none of the roome did we
Tee cnct™i- 1lilke an apwroach to disorder. . .
Lt noon the holwe school is formed in regular
order outsile the schouvl house and mavrched to
their TOUMb, zrnd while in their rooms the
clazses are called and dismissed with the mowst
perfezct orﬂar.

The editors had no doubi that learning was the direct result
of order: "I're, Tarks has every ¢hild completeiy under her
control, and of course he must learn rapidly undsr her .
teaching.”125 The emphasis on discipline was so pronounced
thet the honor roll for each semester &id not list"thﬁmummas
of those who had excelled in their studles, but of those who
nad aelther been absent nor tardy during the term.1?6 In
1676 the nanes of late students began to be published in the
Nnespa £$s in order to shame them into compliance with the

ralas,

The general structure of the Grinnell schoolg —

PR

their division into four primary, four grammar, and three
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high school grades — has already been noted. The first
eight grades were subdivided into lower ("B") and upper ("A")
128 prior to the Independent District the number
of grades varied between two and five; in those years
whencver a graded school consisted of two or more rooms,
the highest grade was considered the '"high school,"
Grinnell's first real seperate High School was founded in
1867, graduating its first class three years later.129

The school calendar was very similar to those in use now:
a nine-month school year with two weeks off at Christmas
130 The grading system was failrly
stringent; in 1875 scholarship was evaluated by monthly
examinations, Students who scored less than 85 out of 100
(5 points for Appearance of Manuscript; 15 for Grammatidal
ang Rhetorical Character; 80 for Subject Matter) were sube
Ject to demotion teo a lower class, while those who passed
were candidates for promotion.131 Three years later the
requirenents wers eased somewhat, with the passing score
reduced to 75.132

clagsesg.

and In the spring.

Teaching methods evolved from the early rote
drills of Cooper to a sophisticated, well-planned course
of study by 1880. Parker recalls the rudimentary tech-

- migues he used to teach the alﬁhabet in the first years of
the Grinnell school:133

My four juveniles took '0O' for the first lesson,
making it on their sletes, on the blackboard
and with their thumb and forefinger, They
seemad to enjoy it and could tell of many an :
'O from thot of the finger ring to the ring of
an ox yoke, 'X' next taxed thelr mental powers,
their digital skill and their discrimination,
The two letlers led them into fielde of comuent
on bovines . . . ., :

Although Parker's lessons were rudimentary in technique,
they were sophisticated in conception., Instead of
stressing memorization, he tried to get the students to

- actually visualize letters in a different context more
_ }



familiar to them, such as an ox yoke.

Twenty years later the public school gystem had
developed into a full 11-year program with a wide-ranging
curriculum, The course of study for the Primary and
Grammar schools covered nine major subject areas:

READING: Jirst year emphasized pronouncing words on sight
and without "unratural tones"; drilling techniques
ugsed. Dy the end of the second year students were
reading new material. In the fourth year, students
brought their own selections 1o read, and were gues-
tioned by the teacher about the reasons for their
¢hoice. Also, memorization of passages was introduced
in this year., £t the end of the sixth year, teachers
were told to "require pupils to memorize sketches of
the lives of a l'ew authors of repute for the purity,
simplicity, and sweetness of thelr writings, including
anecdotes of their experience and succesa.™ In the
final two years students learned sketches of the livés
Bryant, Tongfellow, Dickens, Whittier, Loulsa HMae
Aleott, Lowell, Beecher, Irving, Cooper, and Hawthorne.

SEETLING was taught through a word primer; by the end of
the course students were able to spell phonically,

both orally and in writing, and knew diacritical
marking.

L-HGUAGE lessons gtressed punctuation for the first three
years; then the focus ghifted to the study of syntax.
In the fourth year pupils wrote their first composi-
tions, alays from outlines, By the end of the eighth
year studente vere riting essays on their own, and
also studied letter and business forms.

CATTING classes promoted a clear, bold style of handvriting,
with the emphasis on neatness. In the second year,
pupils were taught to write their name, the teacher's,
and their place of residence, MTwo years later the



Tpencer serles of troining books was introdueced, and
vere continued throush the rest of the course.

ULUIEG wes tausht in every clasgs, using @ number of differ-

ent texts.

ARTMTLTETIC:  In the first year students were taught to corund

by ones to 100, by twos to 40, Arabic notation to 100,
Roman notation to L., Various more complicated counting
exercises were used in the second year., By the end ol
the next year students had learned rapid addition and
subtraction of long columns of numbers, The fourth
»rade saw the introduction of multiplication tebles to
nine and clements of division and fractions, The laat
four years were devoted to oral drills while following
Prench's text in elementary arithmetic,

TUSLL TWUSIC was an integral part of the curriculum, MNot ouly

JSTom

were tht children expected to sing seales and learn
songs by memory, they also were required to learn the
full range of musical notation — rests, note values, .
dynamic marlings, clefs, keys « and to writée two- and
four-part songs as dictated by the musie fteacher,

the third throuzh the seventh grade, GEOGRAPHY was
taught, TIn succession, students drew maps of the
school room, the school block and park, the tovmship,
the county, and the staté. Drawlng maps from memory
deminated the sixth and seventh years of study,
AVERICLT TIISTORY was given in the last year. The text
used was Barnes'® Brief Amerlcon History. Puplls were
expected to uce all avallable material to become in-
formed of current events. In their last semester
students had to give ehort biographical sketches of
princival American statesmen, inventors, and scholars,
ag well as "trace their influence upon material and
nmental development of the nation." All were expected
to ba able analyze the baslec parts of the Constitution,
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Getiiln D LeSo0HT encompassged miscellaneous aress not covered
elzevhere, ~uch as the [Juman Body, plint life, zlobe
lessons, Zoo0logy, Physlology, apd the American system
of land survey, '

The culmination of the Grinnell program was the
3wyear course of the Iiigh School, which was equally rigor-
ouz (see chort 5). High sehool training was not far below
th-t offered at the collegs level, because a significant
number of students dropped out of the public High Zehool
vithout toking thelr diplomas in order to enroll at ILowa

122 ¢ the 39 who Aid graduate between 1870 and
136

College.
1977, 34 went on to some sort of higher education, The
itign School commencement exercises themselves were often
eloborste aflairs, beginning with'musiq and prayer before
rioving on teo ~difyins speeches by oubstanding pupils {"We le-
ver Lnow the Jorth of Vater Until the Well Runs Dry"), mis-
cellaneous awards {bread-maling; improvement in writing),

the awvardiny of dinlonas, and a Lfinal speech by a menber

d.13?

Tiph School cormencement of a century age was 2 special

ol the Boar As 1t is today for many young people, the
moicnt, perhaps more so, because relatively Tew youngnters
wenl to liish Jehool, let alone finished it.

“he textbooks used in the Grinrell public schools
vere chosen by the schorl boards exclusively. Until 1861,
the 5State Doard of iducation recommended a list of texts
to township hoerdsz, but their advice appears to have
carried little weight.138 The books were paid for by the
students and their families, for even by 1879 Towa still hed
0o free texthook 1aw.139 Mring the early days of the
Grin ell schoolaz, texts were likely to be changed frequently,
but 2 gtatute pas:ed in 1872 prohibited switchlng texts
more than once in three years without a public vote,14o go by
the late 18708 the Independent District Board had settled on
certain series of texts, | '
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The nature of the texts used by Grinnell can be
secn from two examples actunlly ﬁsed in the schools, Calvin
Cutter's I'irst Book on lnatomy, Physiology, and Hyglene (1854},
reflects a Victorian sensgibllity in 1its approach %o the

hunan body. Hhe processes of reproduction and physical
differences betweenmen and women are simply omitted, as are
zenitalia in the anatomical drawings. The book is mostly
devoted to discussions of the functions of skin, bones, and
various glands, Tach tenet put forth is followed'by a prac-—
tical illustrotion; for example, after stating that xegular
and moderate secretions from the body must be maintained,
Outter asserts thot flax-spinrers who frequently moisten
their thread with salive are often victims of a “debility
o the salivary organs, ., .producing, in a short tinme,
disease of the digestive organs."141 The book also is un-
compromizing in its condemnatlon of alcohol and fobacco
inplying that they lead to idleness and ruin.142

Asaluray'ﬁ Ho.. Plants Grow (1874) was the botany
text in the Grinuael’ igh School in the last half of that
decade. The pook is fairly complete and comprehensive,

heavily illustrated with fine drawings., Gray goes into
srest detril, describing the parts of the plant, how they
reproduce, and characteristics of annual:, bienviala, and |
nerenrials, ‘'le also Includes an extensive generic catalogue
of plants and a practical primer on how to study plints in a
laboratory sitw tion., The book 1s an excellent example of
e purely physicel aprroach to plant life which was probﬂbly
characterivtic of botany study of the period. 143

In & paper such as this, which covers a small in-
stitution over o foirly short period of tine, it is diffi~
cult for the reader to get a feeling for the overarching
aspects of the developunnt of a school. systen., Grinnell
acinistrators had 3o many conerns that called for an
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imedizte resolution that they no doubt found it hard to
visuallze anything in termg of longerange goals., Tet one
should hot come away from this sbidy “with the impresuion
that the conception of pudblic éducation in Grinnell did not
reach beyond the enid of the school year. In fact, Both in
the school hierarchy and the town examples can be found of
innovative thinki;g about education that strike the reader

a century luter as remarkably contemporary.

Probably the greatest griginator within the Grinnell
schools during their development was Parker; some of his
feachiny and administrative inuovetions have already been
touched upon. Parker was a great believer in person-to-
person sducation and in softening the rough edges of Mid-
western schodling; for example, he urged the purchase of
trees for schoolyards becaunse they "would be promotive of
comnfort and a valuable adjunct in humanizing education."144_
1.0, llart was another early creative educator who advocated
certain chunges in the structure of the school aystem, He
called for an ungraded school to be held in the winter
months for the benefit of students, primarily those in the
Turber tirade, who could not attend all year and whose edu-
cation would suffer in a closely graded school.m5 In
the winter of 17°76-79 the Board took Hart's advice and
provided Jjust such a school.146 He also pushed unsuccess-
fully for the establishment of seperate tracks in the High
Jchool course, one standard and one for students preparing
forx college.147

In the tovn itself there was also significent
support for certoin innovations in education, Tor instance,
vatilds Fletcher's lenture on the provosed intréduction -&f
industrial education intoe all public ~Bohdols was redelved
warmly when she spoke in Grinnell in 1874.148 When a young
dzaf-mute boy was found wandering in the town in 1870, the
tormspeople clothed him, and, instead of keeping him at hone,
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gent “im to the School for the Deaf in Council Bluffs.149

The editors of the Poweshiek County Herald, which wa g

published in Grinnell, placed their 1870 manifesto on "The
ilealth of School Children” on the front page., A strikingly
modern statement, this article advocdted shortened atten-

dance hours for the school$ no homework except in high

sehools frequent rest snd recesgs periods, especially in the
primary gradesy physical exercise, not to build muscles,

but to relleve monotony; and lessons geared to the ability

of each individual child with an emphasis on object teaching.150

Thus, we are left with a conception of the public
schools of Grinnell that is far removed from the popular
myth of +the one-room schoolhouse: they were a complex amal-
gan of soeial forces and individual persdnalitiesfﬁnoﬁﬁau
different from the schools of today. The complexities in-
herent in the development of a free=school system in a new
town supgést eventual conflict, It seemsg to me that one can
see such confliet arising in Grinnellts schools from the
tension between the stern God-centered beliefs that formed
the core of the town's educational philosophy and the prag-
natic policy-mal-ing that was necessary to build a school
cyetem capable of serving a fast-growing town, One can have
the idealism of the one-~room schoolhouse, or one can have
the prattical efficlency of a school system, but not bvoth,
The resolution of this tension characterizes the transition
from 19th century education to modern education, At the
end of its first 2% years, the Grinnell public schools stood
on the threshold of the transitional process,



#1 Grinnell Townghip, 1866
_ showing the five sub-districts of the DListrict Township of

Grinnell before ithe creation of the Independent
District of Grinnell in 1867
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from the Minutes Book of the District Township of Grinnell, . ‘olume 1
' {no publisher, . 1858-1867), 1 October 1866, p. 96.
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Comparative chart: school tax millage, before and after the
creation of the Independent District of Grinnell

BILIORE APTER
18642 18660 1870° 18714
school house fund 3 5 10 10
teacherts fund 4 4 | 18 :. 12
contingency fund 3 4 5 3
NOTALS : 10 13 33 25

Pliinutes, District Township, 16 April 1864, p. 27.

Prpid,, 16 ‘pril 1866, p. 89.

®poweshick County Herald, 26 October 1870, p. 3.

dGrinnell Herald, 20 September 1871, p. 3.
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Jomparative table, superintendent and teacher salaries -
(number in pargntheses is rank)

Year of 1877

annual

Poun sntiry | ortmary | vammar | high seheol
teacher teacher teacher
Towa City §1200 (7) | #4350 (6) | 9443 €T) 3508 (8)
Oskaloosa 51200 (5) | $405 €9) | $440 (8) 3495 (10)
larshalltown $1700 (1) 5475 €5) $510 (2) 4675 (4)
Independence 41500 (3) $417 (8) 4468 (6) $500 (9)
Ot bumwa $1500 (3) $489 (4) $481 5) 5785 (2)
est Des HMoines| #1600 {2) gs75 (1) $698 (1) &953 ()
Washington G 8so (13)| sam1 €13) | $356 (13) w370 (13)
farion 51200 (5) | #360 (11) | 387 (12) 5495 (10)
Jast Waterloo | $1200 (5) $352 (12) | 405 (1) §540 {1}
Atlantic $1200 €5) gs00  (2) $500 13) $700 (3)
Cedar Falls $1200 (3) | $367 410} '$420 £10) 570 (€)
Creston 51200 (%) |  ¢500 ¢€2) 500 ¥3) #600 (5)
- GRITNELL 295 2yl §438 Ty | 3438 Uy 3487 2y

Zrom the Annual Report of the Grinnell Public Schools for the

Sohbol Year 1877-8 (Grinnell: Grinnell Herald, 1878), p. 7.
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Sirthplaces and occupations

aue il iterates,

Board rembesras

Thomas Hedpes
Ged, Duck
+oG, Carmicheael
o. . Craver

L. Jenling
fruraham VThiteonbd
2.1, derrick
11llis Davis
We-te Crosby
tarshall Bliss
er w Halne:
.iiles Chafee
e e Daton
elee elloxp
Momas Brande
L. Tittie
Ye0. Thelps
Tuinecy A, Cllmore

167C

Tharlesg 11, “pencer

Y= born outsids Mew “noland

I1niterates

Joseph Bleckrell
ratsy Blackwell
harles Blachvell
"'nlinda Blacitell
T, Tregzer

Jonn Towghlin

A1 fam Tullivan
Cargsret Julliven
Lichael Bmith
{atrick mith
homas Smith

John Smith
Cutherine Smith
. Cherrystone
rary Cherrystone
sartin Binker
Louisa Thorpson
Alen Dl=ughter
Jane ‘ugtin
“oberlt DBalker

oo Granville

of Grinnell schol board nerbers

occupations

prysician
professor
produce dealer
lumber merchant
harness naker
harness maker
hardware merchant
Jumber merchant
millexr
mercahnt / miller
lawyer

cabinet malker

railread contractor

builder

Baptlist clergynan
realtor

produce dealer
lawyex

banker

occupations

day laborer
eeplng houce
day laborer

keepling house
rallroad worker
rallroad worker
keeping house
rallroad worker
railraod worker
railraod worker
retired

retired

rallroad worker
keeping house
retired

keeping houce
donestic servant
domestic servant
day laborer

day laborer

bicthplace

Pennsylvania.
Ifew York

New York

New Jersey™
New Jersey®
Vermont
Vermont
Peraylvania
laine
Massachusetts
Ohio™

Mew Yorl:
Masgachusetts
Yermont
ingland*

New Hampshire
Vermont

Vew Yampsnire
Connrecticut

W

birthplace

Kentucky
Missouri
Kentucky
Missouri
North Cerolina
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireisnd
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Prussis
Prussia’
Prussi-
Eentucky
Miagsouri
Migsouri
Alabama
Lilssouri

from Population Schedules of the Ninth Census of the United

“pates 1870,

derefilm: roll 417, vol. 24,

srchives and lecord Service, 1965,

ational



TEAR

Lt

FIRST SEMESTAR

Aritmetic (French)

Analysis and Composition
(Swinton)

Physical Geopraphy (Vabren)

American Authors (Cathcart)

Flementary Algebra (Olney)

Tatin (Smith's Principia)
Physiology (Cutter)

Inplish suthors (Catheart)

Advanced Algebra (n/a)
Caegar (HMarkness)
General History

{Cuackenhos)

Hame of author in parentheses

course of study, Grinnell High School 1877

SECOND SEMESBER

Tlementary Algebra (Olney)

Analysis and Composition
(Swinton)

Botany (Gray)

Pnglish Authors (Cathecart)

Natural Philosphy
(Rolph and Gillette)
Latin (Smith's Principia)
General History
(Guackenbos)
Shakespeare (ludson)

Plane Geometry (Loomis)
Virgil (Chase and Stewart)
Politics (Nordhoff)

from Hart, Annual Report 1877-78, p. 29.



General / vinancial Statistics
Independent School Nistrict of Grinnell, 1872=-1877

n/a=not available

1872 r 1873 r 1874 [ 1875 ’ 1876 r 1877
numbeT OF MALEs aged T e
5=21 in district 211 248 256 288 285 nia
numnber o females aged : A S
5w21 in district 239 277 287 323 345 n/a
muaber males enrolled - -
in public school{s) 172 190 199 236 afa n/a
qumber femsles earolled | | | | 1 7 1
in public schoolfs) 189 205 2%2 271 n/a n/a
%otal nuriber enrolled %61 395 431 5077 542 "611“
nunber of schools 1 1 1 1 9 5
number of male teachers 1 1 1 5 0. % .
number of female teachers 6 6 g 5 “ é'
Avg nwmber of days —
sc%ool in session 180 160 180 180 n/a n,’a
Jwe daily attendance 280 2%3 260 297 333 396
volumes in district B
~ library 26 n/a n/a n/a, n/a n/a
cash velue of all N
school houses %13000,00]$13000,00 $13000.0¢ $1300Q 13000, [$2000Q 0O
avg amount paid to " N , _ . o
nale teachers per week w277 331,25 | $22.22 | $18.00f 18,75 n/a
é;é amount pald to . .
female terchers per week | %12.50 $11.00 | $10.41 | $11.00] $12,00 n/a
argregate beacher , N - -
palaries 23873, | $2770. $3057.| $3107, =n/a n/a
Q;E—;ost of schooling I
-one pupil per week 30¢ - 87¢ 32¢ 29¢ | #1.10 n/a
total value of school X T p——
apparatus (maps, etc,) %25,00 n/a n/a n/a n/e $22¢,00

i

figures taken from Ilinutes Book, Independent School District of Grinnell

{(no publisher); book

unpaginated,

~-T875; and book 2: 1875-18719,
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. . . _— )
Y oev o done novery informal and admitledly incorinlete survey

of the roligious bachrounds of the three groups who had the togt

divact role in the adainstration of the Grinrell public schoola:
teachers, Doard nerbers, and the citizens who gove the final

avenis in the schools at the ead of each term. Out of 140 nsmes

o

Loheve gothersd in oy research {(vhich is a large percantegs of the

!’ e o

scroups above, bul Ly no means =11), 94, or 67.1nw, appear in

the 50~year record of the Conrregational Church of Grinncll, The
vrecnkdown by croup: tewchers, 47 out of T8 {60.%%) s Board members,

¥

croout of 20 (1.4 5); exeniners, 27 out of 74 (79.45), Of course,

LY

cucations nre roiced by this data; for example, hov dé the

noreentages for sach jroup welgh against one another: doeg a

Sreell [

Bunie

to the problq-ix of establishing a correlation bhetween Congregational

L sncher's religious preference have more impact on a child's

tion than the eraminer's religious preference? 2 host of
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