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ﬁ.-ifr;im'B. Lucas Writes a Histor'y of

his son,

life of Henry Lucas?‘;

) 1151 ‘who ever

F ar;lﬁ;_ Colum_n

the Lucas Family
Henry Lucas was a slave and
Lought Lhe freedom of his wife and
children, This h}qtory is written by
“John B. Lucas, for the
writer of ‘the Farm Column. :

To give a corre

ot ;history of the
ioand farhily
would be to give a history of slav-
ary, which neither space nor time
will allow at this writing, hut a
brief history of the principal events

of His life might be of interest to

those who have a desire to know
smmcthlng of the first colored fam-
lived in Poweshiek

county. i
In the year 1811, in Fehruary,
Henry Lucas was born on a plan-!
tation near Ahingdon, Va., helong- |
ing to a man who was an officer
in the Revolutionary war by the|
name of Col. John M. Preston. He:
was named Henry Lucas or Pres-
ton, as =all slaves were known by -
the name of their owner'~, fhough
sometimes the»v were called by thp
name of their parents if their par- :

|
ents were known. All children horn |

i were the property of the person |

who owned the mother of the child.
Tt mattered not who the father of
the child was,” and a great many
of the fathers of the slaves

WEern !
vshite. {

Henry Luczas was the son of n
~very large hlack man who had

formerly been owned by a man by |
the name of Loucas, hence the name
Lucas. Col. Preston allowed this
slave whose name was Cain Lucas
to marry one of his slave women
whnose name was Phoehbe. Now this
Phoebe was one-half white, being
the daughter of a white man and
a slave woman. Their marriage

I

Wwasg w1th0ut hcense as the law of

. _slavery prohibited license as the

slaves were- only chattels

of warious types; some were per-
- formed by their rmasters some by
ah old and honored
*+ gome by ja minister of their own
~race, by 4 gathering of -slaves and
. mother. The contracting parties
. were required to join hands and
. jump over theibroomstick together.

- udturday night and their honey-
[¥ moon on the Sunday following.

i, - Cain and Phoehe were allowed a
# Jog'cahin in the quarters -of the
~ plantation. They had a large fam-

vy r). childrén, two girls and 10!

s hoys
His chilihood was the same ag
« other children on that great plan-

""trious,
' itaught 'her ehildren to bhe honest
land faithful. He had very little to
“wear when a boy. His raiment was
- va linen slip,.a garment in one piece
", without arms, and reached a little
‘helow his knees.

was made a mill hoy. He rode a
horse or mule to mill with a sack
. .0f corn in front of him every day
_' and often the corn would fall off
- and he would have a mighty hard
. time. getting it on again. Some-

servant, and-

A broomstick m the hands of the

Those marriages were usually on

Henry was the sixth :child. !

tation.” His mother was an indus- |
- God-fearing woman, andi

When he was 12 years old he !

and |
= could The gepardted at afy” time by|
© thetryowners. The marriages were | hore the name of being the hard-

times it would rain and. the ohly
cover he had was a tree and often
hoy, mule and meal were soaking,
wet when. he got back.

When he became 17 years. cid
ne was hired out to the saltworks
§:vh1ch were in, th@ north edge .of
:TEHHE.:SEQ When he was about to
leave home fOr"h‘iS new job his mo-:
iﬂher asked if he had any money?
"Ye# " said Henry, "I have a little.”
"How much?"” said 1_115 mother.”
“Thirty-seven cents,” said Henry.
"Go past where -your father is
working (which was three miles);
he may have some money he can.
give you." When Henry came to his
father‘ who was working in the
field they visitéd ‘for & little whild’
and then 'hé s&id" Me Must o, 1IW;
father asked if he had any money.
“Yes," said Henry, I have a little"”
and told him how much. “Well,"
gaid his father, that is enough for
any smart man to start oul on.”

Q

! With this encouragement he left
home and friends to go to the
sialtworks to be in the employ of
a man by the name of BRell, who
est man in all Tennessee. Henry's
jpb was to tend furnace at night,
boiling salt water, thus making
selt. Letting the fire go down was
considéred a crime worthy of pun-
1shmant so all hands must keep
awake., There , Were several men
attendmg furﬁa"d"es among them
a slave boy by the name of Ben.
Often when the fire was good and
everything favorable this Bén
would lie down to rest and sorne-
times fall asleep. Henry also would
lie down and rest. One night they
both fell asleep and  the fires
bumed low. Henry awo’ke in time
to renew his fire and called Ben,
who answered. He' thought Ben
was awake so got busy with his
own furnace. About that time Mr.
Beli the overseer, appeared and
found Ben's fire very low, although
iBen was working at his fire when
"the overseer came, yet the ketile

was not |boiling. ;
| Mr| Bill had a cang in his hand
a'lcl stru tkk at Ben, who dodgedfﬁ the
hck and |caught the' cane. Mr. Bei]
]Erke«ﬂ et the gene fwo or Lbree
tlmes but Ben' held ¢n. The o‘ver-
seer Jro; ped the cane and started
‘away, very angry. (Henry then
Knew i there . would . be trouhle{ sq
rgediBen to.run off fo the woiodm
The boy |[refused to ryn, saying he
ihad done nothiﬂ{ig to run away [for.
{In'a short time Mr. Bell returned
iwith two|other.slaves.| They carght
| Ben a!nd tied him by [the wrists tg
{a cross-deam between two postc
iset in ithe ground. Ben's fect could
lonlv tough the groun . Then with
Fa FEHigE™ wHp “BEIT 1A EHET T BE
Lon higs d badE™and legs H{
would ‘whip until he got  tited
1then rest awhile and talk, then
‘Wh]p again, This continued ,ithe
‘mst of the day until the sun.wenf
clown "THen he cut the ropes .from
ihl‘; wrists and peoor Ben fell to the
.dr'ound ent1rely helpless. oo

| | Bell| then ordered | two othe-
-s]aves lto take Beh +fo -the cabin
and as he lay exhausted they: rub-
ihed salt 1_r1_ the wounis madg ‘ by
ithe rawhide. The lood-covered
iman lay there on his|bed of straw
'and Henry was orrlejed to. watch

after mm Henry did what he could
for hlm,,such as bring him water
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land fobd
lon 'the t
. the calin

Ben could fot eat mich
nird day Mr. |Bell ‘came tq
where Ben lay and 6re!:1e1~
 &d hl"ﬂ to get up and go to worlk,
|So"e ang aching Ber] arose ‘and
ied to walk, but only God knows|
e pam [Ben had to Hear. :-‘
Whem 8 ‘boy, Henry, like other
,boys, was full of pranks. One:day|
h1q mastet ‘told him to|go and celtt@h
a young nare they ca% ed Spot. Shé

t
:
|

!
LR
|

,Was a })eautiful lvoung animal and
Colonel‘ Prestons favprite. Young
and llVreli she ‘was hard to catch
-ﬂhe lof, was large, and the fency
vTa.s made:of rails laid in a, zig-zag

shape galied a worm ;Eence Henry

1 trled t

dorner the md{re but every

1' time she Wou]rl run by m'splte of
hlm One time he thew a heavv
: qtlck hit Spot in the eye and'put
1L out. About. that tlme old Ma%-
‘ter appeared on the scene. He al-
ways walked with a hmkorfcane
‘and while Heary was & fz{vomte
boy, Old Master was ahsirv | He
hLE Henry on. the’ head ‘w1th _his
f‘ane Hem*y fell, a httﬂe qtunned
but vyet in his senses. HlS master
ipicked him up and carried Him to
thr—‘- house. Hefiry thought he was
(in | for a good Whlppmg and ‘the
next thiought was to play !dea‘d,
swhich he did. ‘ |

i i'-IIj m-ster la.]d him dnwn ani
.;"a led Henwy's mother aan‘ they
wnrkej over him, rubbing ' with
c&mphor and water for quite a
while. Finally he.drew a  deep
breath. “He is coming to Master,"
s2id the mother. {'Thank the Lord”
caitt his master: “rub him!sbme'
more.” they did and ‘he came to.
Oné whipping he missed,

_Tn Virginic in those
id not raise hoegy as
Iowa mow, hut let the
‘wild in the woods. In the spring
the pigs were marked by citling
ome part of the ear. Colonel
Presten's mark was recorded in the
court house se he could prosecutg
any one infringing on his property.
His mark™was a slit in.the center
of the right ear and an under bit

davs thev
we do .in
hogs run

and en over hit in the left ear.
When they wished (o -kill their
meat in the fall for winter use

they would take a numher of men
with horzes and dogs, go to the

woods and catch the hogs.
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One time Colonel Prestion took
rHenry orn his horse behmd{ hlmj
. The |men and - c]ogs caught fme

;blg Hog and after” worrylng it un?

til it was exhausted thév left

"Henry to hold the hog until they

‘could bring the wagon to lg2d it
in and take it home, Henr[y sat

on. tbe hog and held its reét for

to ma.ke a struggle hefore the men
came back. Henry did his hest to
hold him but the hog was too
|strong for the boy. In thé tussle
|the Hog struck Henry in' the left
\temple,c cut a deep gash with his
itusks and got away, leaviflg ' a
i mark  which  Henry = -carriedl
throughout his life. ‘

. .Col, John M. Preston had: twelve
Iz hﬂdren hoys and girls. One of his
iboys, iJohn M., Jr., was a lawyer.
{In 1831 he left Virginia ani went
{south) taking Henry with him .as
lbody |servant. They landed at
|Helenn, Ark., Young Preston had
ia law| office: He and Henry hoard-
ied atl the hotel. There was not

'a whﬂv3 The hog got restedm{ough

Jenongh worleat. the.office.nor.his

!room&’ to keep Henry husy so he

made arrangements with the hotel
‘to, WDrIr as helper in the:
:kitchen thus paying his own and
‘hig master’'s board, At law young
Preston won an important case
tand | received. compensation
Esome money and a large tract of
land.

In 1834 young Preston re'tur'lel
to Vu"(r}ma to visit his father and
told hu'n of his success as a lawyer
His father was very much dellght-
ed. Col. Preston owned over 100
slaves, so he told his son-to take
his choice of 20 slaves angd mules
‘and wagons, and many other me-
cessities to open up his new ac-
quired possessions in  Arkansas.
'Among these slaves were Henry's
'mother and one of his hrothers,
and a young girl about 13: vears
‘old whose gra\"ndmother was stolen
from Africa when a girl 12 years
old. This new plantation was-about
thirteen miles from Heleha, ATk,
near a lake called Blue Lake.

Henry still worked at the hotel
and learned to be a chef. He was
very thrifty and often redeived
tips from customers at the hotel.
He also worked at night cleaning
other offices, sawing wopd hy the
light of 2 home made lantern, an~
other odd jobs after hotel I;oufs,

as

2)

i n_ﬁakmg v1=;1tq_ to

fé)r whlch h1s 'glester allowed him
m keep the money: earned. Henry
saveﬂ as much of the money as he
chuld and when he hatt saved 310
he Would give! it to his master who
rould give him credit for every
"ent Thus he: toiled on, sbmetimes
tha plantation
with hig¢ master. These visits be-
chme numerousg ag the. farm was
jore arld more improved,.
Henry fell in love with the young
irl whom his master had brought
-om V1rgm1a whose name . was
ottie. She. had one uncle and one
ousin among the twenty who
cgme from V1rglma Lottie was a
andsomlle mulatto glrl and.  was
ade dining room and house maid
f her maaters Jhouse on t,he plan-
ation. After a few years Young
Preston allowed Henry to marry
Lottle and shé made her home in
[ the quarJters in a log ca.bm with
i h_is'. ,mothé r. e
| Henry's ma$te‘r had a -br@thgr
who was, weakly. His name | was
‘t’alter Preston. His father thought
it best to let Walter go south with.
iohn M., lJr t;ba.t it might henkfit

is hea]th so John took Walter
\into parthershlp with him. Walter
lcted as 'OVBTSEEI“ and manager of
he plantatmn From time ite ttme
bther slaves were bought and it
ecame riecessa,ry to ‘hire ancther
dverseer a man by the name of
{of Reece Before long they thought .

%hey should have
driver
“Henry'
| Things
jrme of
lt at tHe
i wh1;

a 'for»éma,!ril
as they were then called,
was appointéd as for
went ﬂlc’)ﬂngiE all .right
the s‘.av‘esidid sometl
e overseer: thought dejer
ping. He c)'iﬁellgred Henry. to
mhlp 'the' man. This ‘Henry, réfused
‘to do. He would. not 'whip a f¢llow
jsexvant. ‘This of., course!|was|l'
rcause for Llroukle between Her!nfy
iand Reece. They had some wozjris. :
,Reece then decided’ |to whip Henry.|!
(He muyst have help to do thig|as|
‘Henry}would riot submit, Iﬁe_'n\?v
isaw thore was going to be troulsls }
cand h¢ went to hig cabin, barred

ithe dopr, got his axt and put ‘1t be-
-side hjm, and cle"Ia.red thel| first
-man who came n hhat door!after
ihim he would kill lelh that bl i

D i

|

I

until |
i
' !




| rnis

among|
I plantation. Henry wonld not
jout of|

. afraid
lrgonal

| the reg

(far wi

fattend
se Sshe
| was and what he wat; domg
s told M.

L, cabin

;A little

. Maste
found.

- he said

Lottie,
| come

. Henry|
| Henry|
méstetl
‘he, "Henry, get your things

ito go

daused quite |a | bit of
tha white olks on

his cabin anLj they
to go in. Henr_v wasg
gervant of John M., Jr
t of them 'daiéd not g
gh him. Lottie bf course
to her ch.ties' as house
was aske:d. where H
Reece that fhe was {
mending her shoe. He
end about that time i
i John Jr.
out what it Waa a.ll
“T'will settle %hls right
gO and tell [Henry 1
o me."” Lottie went ang
what Mars’ Jphn had:

all about- it.| “Well,

cai%ne hén

came at oncel and tbjd

v pre

hack to town iwith me;

“that wids the last of t‘lhat.‘ '\

" Lott
'remaired on the plant

wag 34
“there

United] States angl

declargd. Mr. Prejton;' took &
tive p4d '

law oﬁfice
100 mien,
cand was.

€& and Henry

's. mothe]
Latlon I
gin in Lhe hote‘l and d
intil the war betwe’f-
exico
rt in the ar.i'He left
raised of | compay
was appoxhted

John "H. t’reaton ‘He' took, %
‘with .Him as hody servant, f.fd)

front.
action
took ¢
ings.

When the eompany w
Henry stayed in camy
pre of his méstel s bﬁl

-
b |
m

hel
put|
ngvy.
sayl
tpld|
sdid. |
hig

saidi

enry|

1y rof].
captai
known therealfter as} Japt.

S(in;

dnd
ong-

ayer

“Caf’ never todh A,ny’thmé ‘01\|

value

: alI of

{the soldiers were é.t the fro

‘in an
have t
‘watch
within
the
marn.
‘staved

United

Mg

hoes, brushing their clg
an buLtons,- or
saW needed or was 4

ive him a piece of my
which he saved. ,Often
engagement | Henry

and other ‘Vah::ables
ja mile's trayel been w,

Rut true to lhis  trust

States, - : i

4an

dken all his master's mo

n his pers Ir1 when hi left;
camp but left everythirg in Hg:nr 's {
~care. While in camp Henry
 sorne mponey by doing small. £
' for other officers, such as was
‘their spcks or qnd‘erwear shii
‘their s]
SEWIng|
‘tlse h¢g
Yo o “"“'H@E’???\”"‘ﬁ”"”é‘ﬁ’féf’pay himm!
often g

de|
AVOrS |

.ng -E
ning |
thes, |

anything |
sMed |

could |

! I
ney, |

and | l

1th1'1

ican hills and | been a| free
. lhe
floyal to his master ant tihe

i . s s i b AL

{ Whe
|camp
lnouris

{he coulg
‘for Ma
:Buena
iwas fo
i'a slave]

| given credxt by the

'for his!
. Whe
} Prestor|

erty

|they h
be gocé
fWalterj
| Preston
plantat
‘a. kit t

(fixed af]
‘the morey and paid his maste
‘price. The papers’ were madd

‘in le‘ga_l

‘Preston
his wifi
yet slay

| One 7%

ing - for him|.
/to batHe.in, or any
1 think of wg
s John.

fhave a desi

rgued the

“his rﬁ'aster-
enry alwaysyi

Vista was fought
rced into the
at that time he wasg t
Un_ited g
service. - | |

the war wis ek]ded

and Henry!. returned
aga(
1 a | slave.
e tp be

h_le matte
‘after due
o sell ' H

tlme
enrvl was |
5011 the tfabm. Waltet
tHanry was the -lbest
{d and the effect {woulc
1 with the other, slg
being a brother to
and also
on and a partner, had
] say Finally a price
$700. Henry had' save

form and Henry ' Lucd
became a. free man,
b and three children |
es. | .
lay ‘at the dinner

| Walter {Preston brought up
isubjectpf the sale of Henry.

! John Pr

ltrom tye table @ little dnd

Now, Y
'my dish

getting

I was i1

‘enemies
friends.

have tal

I WB.S

I had bten out on a. slklrmzsﬁ

!c%me b

 Henry always was there to|com
and chder me,,

and  ev
proved

often enough, and
damned tired of it.
the war I was amon

If he had chosen he

#k Henry nursed me, ¢
ck tired and worn |

and did his |

went into

[ree. Now don't let'me

toolt

battle
imself a -man. Amnd, |
had dong as I ought I would X
'set him

other coz fort
s always ready
When thie Hattle
I-!#e'nry.‘
Tanks. Qemg
ever
ates

Capt.

to_

up
AlL

free,
s gfeat desire.
he a‘)promhnd hlS mpaster
er] him to spll him his 1ib-
r un-

con-

anaget of

pston pushed his chair pa

fralter, I have hdd that

and; Henry was among

gou d
'en everything I had and in
.a half hour have heéen free.

!

fif ‘
nave |
hedr i

Walter P'f‘reston di

aifl:
a
hen
¥
hiis

you mtntio'nj,that ﬁ.gain."‘ Sl
. When the|papers iwere. sfgned
and mpney paid Henry left thl|
plantation, went to Helena, boughté_.
a hors and ray, and went into th{
draying bysineds. This © venture
took a]l his shvings. He now had.
another greaf |desire. His wife and
three |childran were Prestqn',s
slaves. I—Te'wanﬁei them free also!!
50 worflied’ with naw energy anc
gﬁaﬁ*det\zmma’tlan to bring thaty
about { v 4 ; B

e Had i been draying véryi:
long when gc!)l"dfv;raa discdvered id'
California. There was z ;rr'eat‘rusl'—:
to! the Nestem golcl fields! A com
pa.nv was ‘or) ramzpd in Halens of
100 men equ pped with pr‘omsmrjl-
wagons, and 'feams, and dther am:
cessorigs, to |[go overland to fhé-‘
goldfields. . THey, wanted Henry tg
go wit thetr. ‘l‘Well, said he,. “[l
would 1[11;(6' tg go but I have jus |
spent all my| money for my dray
and horke ‘5o [T can't go." Now: thd
committee sald to him: “You ave g ..
goad coll)k, if |you will. drive one 01; ]
our teams of

“'
four mu!es ﬁlnd uoo}"

for one |mess

pay your wal.

of ten men, that wz}]

& I;enrj talked t“]ﬂl
matter over [with his wife anJ|
Capt. Preston, and demdel to tak
the offdr. Hp sold his dray a,nr]
horse, took hisg (,arpetbaq and 1eft‘. "
for the (Lolr_lf elds of California. '-:

The trip was a long an- harcﬁl‘
one. They, lost: their way, followeﬂ ]
ithe wrong trail and were attackwl i
nbj Indlanc; The Indian attack wasi 1
la great |seth ck to the ﬂompanj p
ThEIT scout and interprete- mncov[ i
lered the approdching Indians in;']

t
1
\

4l

‘time to get the company in fight-
ing form. They drew their Wa’TOl'hl
mto a hbllow square,

staked ()lll',

| the]r mules and \every man got hig
igun and was ready for th attack.
lon came! the Indlans the chief | at!
| their fro{lt vhtH his strong bow1
land arro‘{vs and the warriors onE
1their pomes 'wnlh pagr't on, readyl

lfor the fn'ay : i 1

_{._‘.__.—



‘to shoot:
\an attack Up came the Indian chlef
and spru g h
10utnumb ed |-
ltwo to ome.

|

|
1
i
|

upphes

fire, and ther W;as great s spenﬂe
|The Indiags halted a few rods from
"tl:le men and t
t'chzef telling hlm that' the com-
pany was pe‘cef_ul and wished to
/g0 on to (the coast The ‘
.ibucks began tlo mde arourd in cio-lf
1‘cles and then a

) treams h#.d o ihe forded, moun-

&o €Tos3. Thus'

Tat! becatisa‘e 1}!

: The sc ut "%‘”’1"-‘[1 the Inen not;

unless [the Indians made
s pbow. The Indians
the men mdgre than
[hel men ‘el thelr

B e

e Scout spokie to tﬁe g

-

Indian

nong the fcompanyZ
ules andi suu eeded in 'miaking 20
f the mules bireak loosé a{id drove
‘hem off. \Th‘ cobmpany then had

0 leave ste OfIthEII‘ wagpns and

SR A TR A e

|
as! bad, no

The rO'—"d bridges,
a‘ns to chmb and deserts of sand
foi" six. months they |
ourneyed, lshol tlof pmws ns and 3
io i)lace to‘bu a.nythmg They kill- |
d.jwhat gam 'they "could. They
q{e S0 shdrt c%f meat they date any-
hing theylcm:{}d kill. In the woods

M.

t pne time thley; killed a panther.
A len; it was ¢ oked they cduld not
tasted Just ]:ke a

Eod | k

cat Smellb

Finall y they reached the Golden
Weat The company hard ente; ed
an agreement to stick topethm for
lone yea.r opien up mines and divide
|th°1r fmdmgs equally among them.
| This worked well only for a little
!While.;St)mer of the men were rich’
!alread‘y_ and had slaves . working
for them beck in the states. Some
of the men spent most of their
jtime gambling, others were not |
lused to work and did not know
‘how and did not care to learn.
‘y When ‘the year was up the men all |
idishanded. Some went home, other s
ywent to another locality, Whlle

'
i
I
1

[ '

. ‘some stayed 'and made good. IL

Mining was a very _dangerous?
 husiness. It wos a new territory,;
ifar from-the city and had no law|
lenforcement.” Every man was al
jlaw untp himself. Murder was COm-?
.mC"\ Men were sla,m for their gold!
'and their claims jumped. No one!
was safe'at any time. Wild animals, ]
hears, lions, wildcats, panthers, and |
numerous other dangers sa that]
tone could-do nothing alone.

There was.- a white man from'
.Illmms who was seeking a fortune
/in the mines. Henry Lucas met
IthlS man whose name was Rohert
- Morrison. He was
i young,

unmarried,
strong and honest. They

‘| little late getting things ready for
{| dinner. When he came down to the

formerl a partnersh]p known  as|
|Morr150n & Lucas. As Hemv was
la cook they agreed that he should
|look after that part of the work
lwhile Morrison loolked after thé
i tools. Thev also agreed that if o
Irf the firm should want to go home |
ithe other; would go with  him.
iHenry, readxly agreed to this as he
had a wife and three children and
Morrison had neither. They both
worked hard and their mine yield-
‘ed faltly well and they made gcmcl
For more than a year they work-
lesd on. One morning Henry was a

{mine he found Morrison had done

‘|both hands on the end of a shovel
handle and his chin resting on th?
i|back of his hands, seemingly in a

‘Pumped into the pit and hegan to

shovel out gzgnnﬂ After some time |
Morrison spoke aqd said. “rHenry, [
want to go honiel’" Hen ';;:;emuzl- |
strated. “Why, iMr. ILforvison, wo
are just getting! where the gravel
is yielding gdd'd"anr] vwe are mak-

|very little and was standing with

| deep study. Henry said nothing but |

ing money now! Let's work on a

while longer. EverythmU looks
good here now." . Morrison did not
reply for a while whef finally he
threw down his| dhovel and said:
“Henry, T'll he damned if I will ever

(Contidued on Page .

‘ i
pick updthat shovel _gain i chr did |
he.  He|] would not e en Help, WashL
out thg gold they atil throwp out |
(0f the{pit that morning but wént

to thejshack and hegan to get
ready: fo go. I
|

, ‘They sold their clalm nd | tools!
for whht they could, get whlch as|
|not verty much because whpn iL was |
(known] they were goirig ito ledve
Imlners would not }Pul very much.
’I‘hey divided thelr| gold edusﬂly
and todk a stage for San Frandls-
ico. Thpn by boat| to ! anama
E:cro:ssed the lStthS and thén by
‘hoat a¢ross the Guif of Me}.Llco to
‘New Qrleans. The troubie

| Morrisgn was that he had a sweet- |
‘ihea'rt n Tllinois and it took six¢
ymonthg to get a letter erm-Elome

D

{ with | }

i
i
i
E

i While crossing thef gulf Heny
E-too]"{ sjck  with Chan'res 'leve*
| Morrisbn took charge of his money
;‘and other valuahle, for Henr& had |
i bought| three gold: watches] one
\for eath of his chﬂ]dren a large
igold breast pin for his wifel, The
gpin ‘is mow in pDSSe:.:SlOn of 1John
i B.- Ludas here' in Grinnell. Henry
\was uficonscious fqr most of the
itime apd Morrison: took éar| of

‘th When they got to New Or-

leans the ~boat w‘las guarantined
but ‘Mdrrison succeeded in getting
| Henry Joff. the boaﬂ and | info - a
hospitdl in New Orle{a.ns and gtayed
with Him until he| was |able to
{travel.] They took d, boat] at| New
1Orléank for:Helena, | Ark Morrison
|was still in possessiontof Herry’s
{belongings and when they arrived
\at Heldna Morrison ietu;rn‘ed évery-
thing that belonged to him, not
chargigg him one cent for hig time
and  trpuble, and Went on to his]
own hdme in Illinoid. | 3 3
Henily then wantegd his wife and
family! He propdsed to ﬁuy them
from (apt. Preston.; After eq nsid-
ering fhe matter . fdr'some time, |
Prestof decided to sell to Henry
his wife and three children.| Cain
wasg’ 18 years old, Ola, ?hoebe; 8
, and Walter 6 years old. The|price
for Ldttie, his wife, was $1,000,7
and ‘3300 each for the ichi dréu.
Ninetepn hundred dollavs in| gold
Henry jpaid for hs family. L
The Enghsh language hab not
‘words knough’ to expregs ‘the he’j.-p—:
piness |of that fanh]y Free! Free!
Great happiness does not last lohg
and this family, was no exceptwn
Only. tyo short weeks when cholé—‘*a
visited|that home and sorrow ‘filled
their Hearts. Phoebe was stm" en
and digd just two weeks from" Lhe

date hgr father had bought lller%"

i

He_my then went into the ¥
tauran-

S=

business in Helena‘ and
again |made good. But trouble
again -crossed his path. . In the‘

spring { of 1859 the leguslature of |
Arkahdas passed a law : that :a.ll
free MNegroes should Reave the
state of be sold back inte bondage.
A gredt dilemma indee LAl fL“ee
'|man in{a free country and nowhere
to go.'{During all this time Hexiry;
and Mprrison had kept up corre-
spondence. Henry wrote to Morri-
son an{l told him the conditipn | of,
things.| Morrison answered very
definitdly. He had married anil had
moved {to Iowa, near Montezuma.
His leﬂter read: ‘Henry, come 'to
me at]{ Montezuma, Iowa, and I
\‘Aq‘ll sc¢ you through.” - ‘




|and seRd it to the governor.df the|

|closed up all other| business. Re: |

that Hegnry Lucas and famlly were |
going_ fo leave there Was real re—s
gret among the Boarders, A ohg!
them ras Judge Mark Alex nder,
c1rcmt judge. ‘He advised enry
not to feave Helena. Henrpf sdid to,
him: “v,?Vhy, Judge, how can ]] st;ay
when {he law says I must go ‘or
be sold back into bondage 7’| The
judge hnswercd: “Henry,w th La.w
says they shall he brought fore
the cirkuit judge and if ﬁhey ar-g
rest ydu I will' declare the law n-|
constitptional and turn you losj:h
Lawyef Tappen, another| of| e
boardets, sald: “Henry, if‘ you will
lea've,jou'r signature in my office
; will Have every man in ihe CO ‘n- |
ty sigg a petltlon in your behalf

"Wheh it became known kn liPa .

state - ¢f Arkansas and he ‘ i
grant you liberty.” Mr. Tappm vﬁas b

‘liberate the slaves.

=

.offers

l their

in a| state where the  law

county attorney of]
ty, Arkansas o | :

Other leading men| of |the city
offered assistahce [for the safety:
of Nimself and family. All thesa’
|were made at|the evening:
meal in Henry's restaurant. He
mad¢ g short speech,|thanked the,
gentlemer folr | 5 rtrohage and:
Kind offers in his behalf; Hut’
told [tHem tHat he kould |not| stay’
| wag
against him;! that hLa was goihg_ tc:;
Montezuma, Towa, where| he, ex}
pected.to meet his qld frigend, Roby
ert Morrison, twith.|whond he had
been|. associated in| Californial
He had written for, him|to fﬂomeE:
and he would see himg thy ough

Hdnry sold his Tes tauran‘q and-|

Pih'ill'ps coi_m-

celved all -the money|'in |cash ex
cept |about $1,300 |in Honds of
swamp land, which’he dold to 2
firm by the name of Johnston &:
Co. gt a discount. off $400. As thls‘
Mr. Pohnston 'wag lin Europe at
the time Hem‘y was not pald th
cash but was given a sbrtificate oi
deposht as this wasLE hanking 1n-

ststution and Johnston was presi
|dent. |So Henry and his family and
what |cash he could gathet up took
boat JLo Davenport Iowa !

.$1,000¢
belted ggound his whaist jand hid
tmkete for his family and enough
money for his traveli ing pxpenses|:
and also letters of re¢om endatmr.
in his! poekete His wife had $1,00
guilted in her pettlcelja.t hich shé
wore }:onti'nual]y un?il they  had.
landed in Iowa and had hought 4
.farm c&ne -half rmle north '6f Montet

zuma.

Hendry had &t thjtg tinTe
a

Mr. ?Ilfiorﬂqon true to his Word,

met them at Oskaloosa, eame \mth‘.

them ti Montezuma} and!saw then”.}

‘housed| for the winter ap it was
late in! October, 1850. I

They lived on the farn %evei’z;
years. here two more | children
were born, John Brown and Charleg’
Theodo%e John Brown Llcas wasd
,named {in honor of Capt Johrn

‘Brown !who was hung at |Harper'd
Ferry {bpceuae of h}]l[s efforts tag

ohd Brown
Lucas lw&s born June 1, 1861. Ha:
claims to be the first ‘coldred child
borh in the state of Iowa :

When ‘the Civil war broke out]
Cain Lucas enlisted in the federal
army and was in service >one year
and six|months, when he Was glven

an honorable discharge.:He came

s g

Tack td’l the home of hls Father at
1865.

MODtGZth& in [ ‘
Hen Luclas lost hke harn -and,
harness -and jmuch of h15;i gram by'
fite. He aldo |received : @ Tettet |
from hi atto) néy in 'elena sfatln
‘that onf actount of 't ,-T rlyil
the firm of | thnsto Co. had_
failed dnd had gone|into bank;
ruptey and Wésrover $100,000 worse
off tha;\i not);ur}g Henry
his far north of Mo ”tezg.lma anc}'
in the fall of 1866 mo ea o Pleas
ant to nshlp to a
bought from a man '_y\
of McCr“eadyE This far
160 acres. In 1868 hd bo ght an:
other farm of 80.acres. °
hought éo acres more, The famﬂy
lived and worked tog‘{the

.r-L‘

8
5
£

{D—-—O—--If

farm untll in 1879, when
®as ched leaving a W
children. In 1883 Walte Luca
died, leELVmur a wife an] one da.ugh
ter. | : "

e od i

| ed 320 a&cres| of land, 41
‘I horses, GIJ head of hogs

‘| Grinnell
‘|lived with hirn in his
| West street’ 1n|north Grinnell - un+

i They hav

nxlh [

hen sold- |

on 'i‘_he%_

In 188L

age of 75 years, leavin
his loss |his fdlthful L
Lucas, and t q sons, |
Lucas and

When Hen y|Lucas

p

head of eatt@e
vided am
Mrs.

'His estate

ong 'the heird.

ottié

with her son |Jq)
o]

@

til God. alied her to
in Ma.rch 1906 She
old and had ;thed a -
years. She left one
Lucas. He and his wife
at 511 SEC(md' avenu
radﬂed a fa
children, three of
passed 0 i i
John B own Lucas
the letter wr1tten to
his old master; Captgln

Ihas

and alsq some of the
tions written by Jud
and others by LawyerITa]i
30 the prmted state

b&nkruptCy of .Iohnston
wherein Henry, Lucas_
$1,300 deposit. |

- Henry Lucae was anstaunch and.

igyal Chmstlan from hlS

anhood *‘Whenlthey came!
tezuma. He and his imfe

the Prote‘stant church in
zuma. &ndl he remained a

of tha,t ehurch until he dx

|
I y
' I
jLucas| ' mpved td

as 85 year%
Aidow for. 15
1John B
now Liv
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Whom have
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ecommendadt’
e Alexandetr:

e.f|ter a long and. events
ful life, !Henry Lucas| died at the
o mourn
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